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upon line, line upon line.** ISAIAH xxviii. to. 

THY even thoughts with jTo mp^ T>la^""'^ flov; 
- 'jHeir fentt votQtoredlnfaocy mxy know : 
Yet to fnch height in all that plainneft wrought* 
Wit may admire, and lettered pride be tao^t. 
£afy in words thy ftyle, in fenft fablime. 
On its bleft ftepc each age and feat may rift ; 
*Ti8 like the ladder in the patriarchli dream, 
ItB foot on earth, Its height beyond the fldct* PRIOR* 
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PREFACE. 



So much depends on the rdi^ous 
charader of the rifing* generation, that 
they cannot too often be called to a con- 
lideration of their dutj^ Of what confe- 
quence are the graces ufually acquired b^ 
genteel education, compared with re^* 
tude of heart ? What avails it, that one 
youth has fancy, that another is profound 
in meditation, and that the qualities of 
genius are combined in a third ? The 
unlettered and unpolifhed chrifiian, who, 
like his Mailer, goes ahut doing ^oody is 
vaftly their fuperiour, unkfs to their pow* 
ers of imagination y wit^ and fdence, they 
add benevolence and piety* 

In cont rafting virtue with fhining tal- 
ents and faihionable accomplifhments, let 
us not be hafHly cenfured. We plead for 
religion, but not for the rigour and afper* 
ities, with which it has fometimes beenir 
aflbciated. The importance of literature, 
arts, and refinement of manners is con- 
ceded. But we contend, that folicitudp 
for thefe objects ihould be fubordinate to 

the 



tht pArtuit of xpprd ^lyorth ; an4 that to 
€onfume the li^otrihi^ ky£ a fliort life iii 
^eft of any tenreftriai poffefflon,] as-ftre 
fiipreme good, is fomething worfe thaii 
foDy. 

. With a view to awaken in the youi^g i 
jiift regard ^ the vWmle of ifhdr'^xiftehce; 
«hc following d2cOTrrf<?s irh puVSS6iAi 
fliey -aSe nM c^reff to *he ednfirme'a 
ftnbfelievcr, nor to iftfe vrterw-lift HHce, 
becaufe to ftiih ^eharirift»rs «ie* oBiml^^ 
would do'liftte good; , ' ^ ^ 
:- Nor arc they mzSe pnblJck to • ^^anc^ 
the'litcrary r^putafion bf ;^:hrfr 'decestfeff 
iuthor. ^he difiin^^iffifed wierit of the 
kte Dr. C^farke Is adcnowledged by aS^. 
1^' wc*re ^lonooTcd with Tii^ friencffliip^ 
or fiivouVed wi«h his inftra"^ohs. Eveii 
thofe, who diffehted from "him in theoi 
Ibgicsdopimon, united with Ms adniireri 
in praife of his karnitig and goodnefsi. 
His gentle mahfters, his convcmtion a*^ 
botmdSng'ih lively defcf^tion and judil. 
ci6ns remark, his - wHe economy df ti^e} 
and ,the cReerfulncfi and ;fideHt;f"^ y^^ 
' wMch he' fuffiHea *his paft6ral ^d focial 
duties will l>e long and "gratefully njmemi^ 
tiered ' * ^ • . t ^ ,« 
1 Of pi^achefs he defervcdly ratokfed tit 
the '-firft'otdeff 'WW dibcuttorlV'rfot naf* 
iiraffly- fiowerftil, was renderAi -daptivating 
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to his habitual hearers by hb knowA cor^ 
reAnefs^ and a delivery which partook 
bolh of gravity and warmth. But tho 
$ri^tefl: ezcelle&ce of Dr. Chrke, as a pub^ 
lick inftruder, conjfifled in the utility and 
tafte of his pulpit compofitions. Hp 
feemed to emulate the plainneis of Dr« 
CKwacy« bu( to the perfpicuity of his 
great predecc^or he added a high degree 
of elegance. Richnefs and propriety of 
£entu;iient^ a^ wdl as preciiion in ftvle, and 
^mplicity of method, chara£benze Im 
di£^rfes. fie is there feen addrefiing 
fnankipd as they are ; as beings com** 
pounded of body and fpirit, of paffion 
and inteUefb, of ignorance and knowU 
edge ; who, thou^ principally attentive 
to fublunaxy affairs, do not however ea-i 
tirely rejed religion, nor fed indifferent 
to its truths. To the improvement of 
fiich bein^ he dire^s his labours. He 
afiails then: underfiandings» feniibilities^ 
hopes, and fears, and dexterouily ufea 
their own conceflions to ihake their prac-i 
tical flsiepticifm, and fix their principlesf 
and build their habits on a chrifUan foun.- 
datio0r 

The uniformity of our author's life 19 

vifiUe in his. writings. Jie wrote many 

fermoos on moil fubjei^, and VB^ofk of h^ 

A a iemon^ 



l?rm6riS with equal ftlidty:; It is hence 
difficult, from what is always good; to fc- 
left wjiat is beft: This dfiSctrlty wais> fdt 
iri making the former fefeftion, ^nd it 
has ehibarraflfed ' and fotneWhdt tetarded 
the prcfent publication, ft !s at ^length 
rtiade,artd hot without h»pei'c# ftixitds;. 
to anfwet the expe6btion which was ex?^ 
dted ill the adveHifemeirt to iihe othcjur 
yolume ; to gratify the friends ';d( thcf 
artithor's memory ; ind td improve th?$ 
morals of ftich as are juft enf fering on the 
theatre of aftive Bfe, and through theili 
the cuJftoms arid ftate'of dui^ country. 
' If the ftibfequent pages are not giveft 
to the world for the fake of decking thd 
tomb of their writer with floWers, it ia> 
believed, that they will no wife diminiffi 
his well earned feme. The fpirit, which 
animates other of his wiorkfe, is manifieft 
here. He well knew, that the tontraveri' 
lies of the fehools have no chatitis for the 
juven?le auditor, and that the hearing of 
fermons, to be followed tr^ih'prdfit, muft 
fee attended Math pleifiFre. Theife dife 
courfes accdfditt^y are alike flriee trani 
myftery, which clothAs ireligloii whh ter- 
^our, and ir6m polehiicks, Whiihrn^c 
5: unintdli^ble.' As will be obvious to 
^e readir, they Were W*it?t«n Wthout t^ 
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gard to order, and were found, as were 
tike feriticms already printed, among tiboe 
author's ordifiary preparations for the 
3k)rd*s day* In this fcift an apology is 
ftinriihed, if 'an apology is needed, foe a: 
isepelition. of fentinaent, which will occa^ 
fipmily be obfenrccL He, however, who. 
fields tathets £01: edificatioa than amufe-^ 
roi^nt, win deem ijt at beaxxty inftead of a, 
Uemi^^ Reiterated, leflbns are exadly^ 
adapted tQi the condition aad wants- of 
mankind. Mien £Mre wicked not fo much^ 
tiirou^' ignorance q£ their duty, as 
through the weakneis or infrequency o£ 
motives to its performance*. Young per- 
fi>ns efpetially' ftand in daUy need of thoJfe 
goads to right adidn, which are formed 
by the words of the wife y. and that theCb 
iharp and whofcfome cOunfels Ihould pen-- 
Qirate and remaia fail in the. heart,, th^y 
muft be often imprefled; 

I^et parents hence be infirufted in what 
tibey owe to themfelves and their chil> 
dren.. Let them remember, that the twig 
may be eaiily t3ent, but that the form and 
Okmifications of the fulL^own tree canp> 
not be diaxiged without violence. In imp 
itation therefore of t^efq difcourifes,^]iet 
them begin with their o&pring, &ying^ 

Wifdm is.tie frin^ik^y$(Cf i^xhsm^ 

. . not 
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not fay fo in words merdy, but in ad^ 
tions ; teaching equally bv example and 
by precept, tkat they conador att kao^* 
edge whatever, without the knowledge 
of God, as of no value, and that the in- 
dufiry, which has not for its objeft the 
melioration of life, is laborious trifling* 

March 19, 1804. \ . ' '« 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF REUGION. 
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PROVERBS IT- 7. 

WISDOM IS THE PRINCIPAL THING :— 
THEREFORE, GET WISDOM. 

I 

1 HE knowledge and pradice of 
religion is, of all concerns, the moft inter- 
efting to mankind. Whether we confult 
our honour, our peace of mind, our ufe- 
fulnefs, or our future well-being, we can- 
not make a wifer choice, than that recom- 
mended by Solomon ; nor can we follow 
a better rule, than that which he has pre- 
fcribed. The remark of the Roman or- 
ator refpeain^friendfhip wilVjuftly apply to 
praftical religion. " You alk for riches> that 
you may enjoy them ; for power, that you 
may be followed ; for preferment, that you 
may be rci^efted j for pleafuxes, that you^ 
B may 
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-may be gratified ; for health, that you may 
be free from pain, and have the full vig- 
6ur of body. But religion comprehends 
many confiderations. Go where you will, 
it is prefent. No place can fliut it out. 
It is never unfcafonable, never intruding. 
It gives fplendour to profperity, and is a 
cordial under adverfity.*^ 

But I peed not repair to the heathen 
fchools for words -to defcribe, cmt figures 
to embellifli, the fubjeft of religion. The, 
words of the royal moraHft will be fuf- 
ficient for this purpofe. " Hear, ye chiU 
dren, the inftrudion of a father, and at- 
tend to know underftanding. For I give 
you good doArine, forfakc ye not my 
law. Get wifdom, get underftanding : 
forget it not, neither decline from the 
words of my mouth. Forfake her not, 
and fhe fhall prcfervc thee ; love her, and 
flie fhall keep thee^ Wifdom is the prin- 
cipal thing : therefore, get wifdom : and, 
with a|ll thy getting, get underftanding. 
£3calt her, and fhe fhaU promote thee : 
iie fhall brinff thee to honour, when thou 
doft embrace her. She fhall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace \ and a crown 
qf glory ihall fhe deliver to thee." A 
ipore lovely portrait of religion never 
w4s drawn j nor were ever its advantage? 

better 



^tter difplayed, than iii this elegant d^ 
fcription. 

The words, to which I Save invited 
ybur attention, may be confidered as a 
leffon to the young. The manner ill 
which they are introduced, leads me to 
fuppofe that Solomon had a {articular 
xeferencc to them. But whether this be^ 
or be not the fa€t, there can be no impro- 
priety in fiich^a difcuffion of the fubjed as 
fhiftbe moft beneficial to them, who arc 
jtift entering life, and have their character 
to form, I am a debtor both- to^ the aged 
aiid the ' young, to th6 high and low, 
the rich and poor, the learned and the 
fimple ; to thofe who rejoice, and to thofe, 
who mourn. To perfons of all defcrip* • 
tiohs I'would wiib to accommodate my 
ploblie- labours;' But if the young are 
riiote frequeiitiy addreffed than others, tht 
infihife Importance of early religion mtift 
be my apology. I can eifily conceive that 
they, who begin well, noay, as they grow 
in years, grow in favour both with God 
and man. But when the greater part of 
^ long life has been confumed in floth, or 
fpent in foUy and wickednefs, there is little 
profpeft of a reformation. The young 
mind may be compared to that " earth, 

which drinketh in the rain^ that cometli 

oft 
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pft upon it ; and bringing forth herbf 
meet for them, by whom it is drefled, rc- 
ceiveth bki&ng from God/' But the 
ynind of thofe, who have been long accuf- 
tomed to do evil, may be likened to that 
ingrateful foil, ^^ which bearing thorns 
and briars, is reje&ed, and is nigh unto 
curfing/* If this reprefentatic^n be hxik^ 
they, who have grown old in vice, have 
reafon tp tremble* And the young can^ 
not be too frequently urged . to ** make 
hafie, and delay not to keep the divine com* 
mandments." 

In the text, a very imjportant truth i^ 
advanced^ and a plain inzerence is drawn 
from it. The trtab is, that wifdom is the 
principal thing. And the mferenc^^ that we 
ought to get wiidom. To illu{b:ate this 
remajrk, and Jufiify this ccmcluiion, (batt 
be my bufinefi in the following difcourfe. 

I. Firji'^ — ^We learn from the text, that 
<« wf4om is the principcd thing.** By wif-- 
dom we are unqueftionably to underfland 
reliffon. In this fenfe the word ^is gencr 
rally ufed.in the book of proverbs. In 
other part3 pf the facred volume, it fame- 
times, conveys a different idea. There are 
places, in which it. ftands for that particu" 
far kind of prudence or difcretion, whicli 
fnables men to fee what is fit to be done^ 

according 
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l&ording to the circumftances of tiitt^!? 
place, penbns, manners, and end of doing.- 
Quicknefs of invention, and dexterity m 
executing, arc alfo ideas affixed to thi* 
Word. Sometimes, the term, wifdom, in- 
tends human craft, cunning, or ftratagem. 
At other tinfies it is employed to exprefs 
learning \n general, or experience. In 
the paffage before us, it mnft intend the 
knowledge and praftice of religion . And, 
it is evidently the defigil of the wife man, 
to reprefent an acquaintance with religion, 
and a life conformable to it, as the moib 
important (rf all- human concerns. 

The leaft attention to the fubject: will 
convince us of the truth and propriety of 
this remark. In every point of view^ 
** religion muft be the principal thing." 
As a purfuit, as an ornament, as a fource 
of happinefs, as a rational entertainment^ 
as a chief, and ererlafting gopd, it muft 
precede all other objeAs and interefts.* 
To mankind nothing,- in- the whole com-^ 
pafs of nature, can be of equal moment. 
To adopt the language of the wife preach- 
er, ** the merchandite of it is better than 
the merchancMfc of filver, and the gain 
tkereof than fine gold. She is more pre- 
cious than rubies, and all the things thoa 
B 2 (ianfb 



eanft defire, are not to be Msompared initci 
Iter/' But to be more pairticuiair* 

As a purfmt, reli^OR evidently holds 
the firft place. When jemjdoyed iti cultii 
vating the uA^erftanding, and fbrtamg 
good habita^ we appear to ftsperiouir advaa^ 
tage« Man 1$ a rational agents Hi^ m<^^ 
al and mC^Uedrual powec^ raile him far a^ 
liove the othc^ betngB, who inhat^it thl» 
globe. He ought there£c»re, to tie engiu 
gedm higher purfuita* Formed fpe the 
fcncwrledge and praM9:ice of virtue, he it 
eUiged i^ the very lawa o£ his nattiKe, ta 
view all x>.thar concesnt aB of fecoodary 
iiDS9>ortaiAoe# 

Gonfidcired then, as the pfoper bu&ie& 
of fife, and the end for whidh we were 
created^ tefigion? is thr principal thing* 
But it H. principal, notoxdy as apHrfmt^ 
but »i an ornament. Accordingly we 
vead^ ^ file ftall bring thee, to honour^ 
when thou doft embrace her^ ihe fhall gine 
to thine head* in- omaoleiit of gisace.'^ 
No^^^ne will preieiid; that a &rk)i» ami 
virtuous youth, it not » truly jrfpr ftuhtr 
eharader^ k ia ia^offibfenot to dcrhom^ 
age to rdigton, wnen* it appeass ia fi>f a^* 
fuiaUb a v^eox^ The pert, the ^n^ and 
impkms^niayrecdvaclsrtainattentixmaa^ 
dYifities from the wooid* Bul^ ihe real 

refpeft 



Wf^& ai rmmUnd wUl be beftowed brdji 
where it is deei If therefore, the young 
are ambitifiw q( hoKiour, they wUl &xui re« 
%io]a its pureft fource. 
. iVgain.--«<t^fa^a»wet^9^dthef)eaceof 
inur CbwiSL miiitds^ reHgion is the. principal 
thdog*^ . *' Htor^ wai^, &ys Sftlonion, aro 
iKays o£ "piftufaatQefj^ and aUi her paths 
tre> peaio^ x WWm. t^ou. li^ down^ thoa 
ihalt iM^t be^afraidv y«» thotn fliaU licr 
dfdwav widi tby fleep. £b^ be fweet/* 
Beaase jb> frequently mcntioaod as M€ qI 
the psefent fruks of . rel^^iu Its aiuthov 
has hidy ^^ peaee i leave i^h* you : my 
peace I ^ve unto you«'^ Axyi we read, 
^ the fruit' of i:%|[itee>\if0e6 isjieaccy and 
tlie/C&ft of it quktiiefi^ and awurancr fov 
ever/' Buiki^wtthout ^ysfe tefllmofiies in 
ijtfi &ipport> y^ millet have argpuod tlMP 
principlhy hese advasod^ jfirom tise iia» 
tun of reisgicou If ite omfidcr whA b 
iaapikd in: »e;lcjioiiriarige afid> praftioe^of' 
St5> TKfipmnft fae^uiiUe^ithal^ift <aaiiat b^^ 
liiifiife txatiqttitttty of jmad* The gnod 
nutt fiifisrsjiO'TapsQachcsK &oin htftcoi^ 
fmcacci Her has no i^eafea to dfi6^t>r 
Ixulse. hianfioMu Thovgh ^coufdoiiB of >inaii/ 
infirmities^ yet heit »ot ienfibie of aoy do* 
libeiate atft of bafienefii or wickedkieik 
mis gDodi^iiitentioo^ a&d ^mcaralLy good 

conduft. 
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con dud, muft therefore verify the obfSrs^ H 

vation of the pfalmift, " great peace have' ^^ 

iheyj who love thy law, and nothing flialfc ^ 

offend them." ^^' 

Again. — ^As a fupport in adverfity, reli- ^ 

rion is the principal thing. From no^ "' 
lource whatever can we denve fuch con- 

folation as from this. To be poffeffed of ^ 
thefc truths, that the world is under tho^ 
wife and righteous government of God ;— 

that our cfifappointments, loffes, mortifi-' - o^ 

cations, and trials of every kind take • fu 
place by his permiffion or appointment ; 



fit 



ti 



that they are all intended to work togeth- P' 

er for our good ; — and that they will cer-?^ '( 

tainly ^ terminate in a fuperiour degree of fc 

glory and happinels ;-^to have thefe im- - [ 

preffions on our mind, is to have a charm» \ 

againft the- evils of life.- But this *is the' i 

privilege of all who comprehend the prin«^> J 

eiples, and fed the power of religion. 
To fuch perfons it is light in the midft of 
dairknefs : eafe' on the bed of ficknefs : 
lafety in the hour of danger : and tran-« 
^iUity in times of the greateft confufion. 
To proceed.— As a preparation for death, 
and an efiedual fecurity againft its fears, 
religion i$ the principal thingJ We muft 
all die. This is a truth univerfally known,, 
and acknowledged* And in fome mxidi 
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it produces many painful apprelienfions. 
There are perfons, who, through fear of 
death, are all their life-time uibjeft to 
bondage. And had we nothing to hope 
beyond the grave, we might all partici- 
pate of their fears* But religioo gives ua 
a very different view of otxf laft change* 
And religion only can prepare vs for that 
in terefting event. Becaufe we have attain- 
ed to a certain age ; becaufe we have had 
our ihare of the honours, riches, or plea- 
fures of this world ; becaufe we have ar* 
ranged our temporal affairs, and made 
provifion for ot&er families, it does not fol- 
low, that w^ are fit to die. But if we 
have acquired the fpirit and virtues of the 
gofpel, we are then in a ftate of prcpara^ 
tion for deaths whenever the Supreme Be- 
ing Ihall call for us. Viewed in this con- 
nexion, reUg\on therefore, muft appear oS 
the higheft moment. 

Ftnalfy* — Religion is the principal. thing, 
if confidered as the indiTpcnfabk condi- 
tion of our eternal welfare. We are moft 
folemnly affured, that " without holinefs 
no man can fee the Lord.'* Arid if rdi* 
gion or morak iurnifh one felf-evident 
truth, I believe this to be fuch a truth. 
The connexion of virtue and happinels 
neceffarily fcfults from €uy moral confti- 

tution. 
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tution. Atid if any doftrine be plainlf 
taught in the facred volume, it is this, 
that if we do well we fliall be accepted ; 
and that we (hall find acceptance on no 
other condition. We may torture par- 
ticular texts of fcripture, and force them 
vto fpeak a different language. We may 
comment on the goodncfi of God, and^ 
the facrifice of hi^ fort : and may endea- 
vour to infer from thence the future im*. 
punity of vice. We piay flatter ourfelves; * 
that tbethreatenings of the gofpel will 
never be executed* Still the general ftrain 
of divine revdatioli wiB*'' be againft us* • 
And it will be our future condemnation, * 
that we did not give credit to its tefti- - 
laony,. 

Admitting then the certainty of a fu-- 
ture exiftence, and that our condition in 
tilie approaching fiate will be determined 
by our prefent behaviour, it muft foUowt 
that religion is the principal things Even 
were we to fet afide its prefent ad van- - 
tagcs, this conclufion would follow. For 
it is religion, which muft prepare us for 
an interview with God. It is religionv 
which tnuft qualify us for the fociety of 
his beloved fon, the holy angiels, and the ' 
fpirits of juft men made perfect. It is re- 
ligion, which muft^indine uft to bear our 

part*- 
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part in the fervices of heaven, and give 
us a relilh fcxr its peculiar bleffednefe. 
The joys and raptures, which the gofpel 
teaches xxs to ^xpeft, muft have their foun- 
dation in rehgion. The happinefs fuited 
to our nature as moral agents, and 
pure and permanent as^ that, after which 
we afpire, can proceed from no other 
fource. Religion . ther^efore, muft be the 
principal thing. 

Having eftablifhcd this point, I proceed. 
Secondly^ to the duty injoined : and that 
is, that we fhould labour to poflefs our- 
felves of the fpirit j and to praftife the 
duties of religion. ^' Get wifdom, and 
with all thy getting, get underftanding:** 
If religion has been juftly reprefented in 
the preceding part of this difcourfe, we can- 
not be too folicitous to underfiand its prin- 
ciples ; and habitually to feel its moral in- 
fluence. To prefer the beft things ; and 
to purfue our higheft good, are diftates 
of common fenfe. No one therefore, who 
admits the importance of rel^on, will 
deny the inference that is drawn from it 

But perhaps you wiU inquire, how'fliall 
we get this wifdom ? in other words, 
how ihall this religious charadcr be for- 
med ? It is granted, that no temporal in- 

tpreft can come in competition with the 

interefts 
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interefts of piety and virtue. We admit 
that religion is the glory of a reafbnable 
being. And we acknowledge, that virtue 
nfiuft lay the foundation for folid and laft- 
ing enjoyment. Still the queftion returns, 
how are we to acquire thofe habits, which 
will enfure to us peace in this world, and 
eternal happinefs in that which is to come ? 
I anfwer, we muft become wife and good, 
by a diligent ufe of thofe means, which 
God has gracioufly provided^^ In order 
to difcharge our duty, we muft feck to 
know it in its full extent, and in all its 
branches. " Thus, faith the Lord, ftand 
in the ways, and fee, and aik for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye fhaU find reft to your 
fouls." On this head, the facred fcrip- 
tures will furnifh ample information. 
From them we may learn our duty to 
the Being, who made us j to the Saviour, 
who died for us 9 to bur earthly friends 
and connexions ; to our benefa^ors ; to 
our enemies ; to our country ; and to the 
world at large. The gofpel likcwife witt 
teach us the duties, which n>are immedi- 
ately refpeft ourfelves. Alike profitable 
for doArine, for reproof, for correftion, 
and inftruftion in righteoufnefe, the facred 
volume claims our ueady attention. And 

they 
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tKey who have known it from early life> 
have been able to fay, with the pfidmifl:^ 
" through thy precepts, I get underftand^- 
ing : . therefore, I hate every faUe way." 

The firft ftep, then, to be taken, is to 
examine the various rules * oJ" » duty prft- 
icribed by divine revelation* • Search the 
icriptures. Inquire what difpofition of 
mind, - and yrhax outward aftlons they 
condemn ; and what temper and line of 
conduc): they approve, . Confider the ivarn- 
ings, perfuafions, and arguments, which 
they furnifli ; and weigh the motives^ 
which they fet before you. Have recourie 
to the icriptures frequently ; confult them 
impartially ; and ftudy them diEgently. 
.And you will find, that they are able 
to make you wife to ialvation. They 
may leave feme imu»portant fpeculation^ 
on darkneis, but they will throw divine 
light on the fubjed or duty. 

But further : to get wifdom, or, ia 
x>thcr words, to form good habits, you 
.would do wdl to receive, with meeknef^ 
the inftruftions of thofe who ftudy your 
Hnprovement ; and ta take in good part 
their friendly reproofs and admomtiojis. . 
It is obferved by the wife man, that ^' r&. 
proofs of infirudion are the way of life.'* 
Accordingly, he addreiles the young and 
C Inconfiderate 
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tnconfiderate part of manldnd, in the-fc2U 
lowing ftrain. — ^*« Hear inftrufdon, and be 
wife, and reftife it not. He that reftifeth 
infiru6tion, defeifedv his own foul : but 
lie that.hou:ttn reprc^f, getteth under- 
ftanding." -^Thofc;, who have gone tjefore 
you in the jouriiey of life, may be able tp 
laid your progrd&. It-is therefore the part 
of prudence to liiten to their coun£eL 

The chdice of virtuous companions is 
'anrother meafure wifely adapted to relig- 
ious purpofes. " I am, lays David, a 
"Companion of them that fear thee, and of 
them that keep thy precepts/* And Sol- 
omon temarkst ^' H^ that walketh with 
wife men, {baBi be wife/* The dan- 
ger of evil company is univerfally ac- 
oiowledged. That ^V evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners,^* is an efiab- 
iifiied maxim. And hence that fdemn 
admonition, ^^ Enter not into the path of 
the ^cked : go not into the way of evil 
men : avoid it, pa& not by it^ turn from 
it, and pais away/^— ^^ Forlake the fool- 
ife, and live/* 

An attention to good examples wiH 
^ewife Uaod to form and e&ibtifli good 
^habits. In th& chrifiian revelation, we 
are often reminded of this duty. ^^ My 
f)rcti|tmH J&ys die apoftlc James, take tM 

prophets^ 
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^opliets, who bavc fpoken in the name of" 
the Lord, for an example*" And St. Paul 
lays,, " Be followers of them , whoy through 
faith and patience, inherit the promifes/' 
The moft enjgaging, and inlbu^lve of all 
examples is that of oue bleiled Savioun 
He was a pattern of moral goodneis in its 
utmoft peT(e&k>n<.. Next, the example of 
his immediate followers may he contem« 
plated with advantage. The virtues of 
the priniitive chrifliansjfumifli many good 
kflbns. And from the patterns of piety^ 
which ftill exift in the world, the young 
may learn the dignity and importance of 
religion. As one of the means of praAi* 
cal wifdom, I muft, therefore, infiit on a 
conflant attention to the good examples, 
which either the £icred volume, or. the 
age may fumifh. 

To proceed.-*-The public fcJemnities 
of religion, and, more efpedally, the difV 
cuilion of morsd fubje^, which has be* 
come a dated &rvice, may be greatly iub* 
(ervient to the interefis of virtue. Thou^ 
new truths cannot be always propofed y 
though new cUfcoveries are not to be ex- 
pelted ; yet we. learn fomethingby fre- 
quenting the houfe of Godi. By hearing 
the advantages of religion often fiated, we 
may learn to gri^e. it.. And by reproofs, 

exhortations^^ 
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exjortations, and inftruftions often a5* 
ininiftered, we may be led to fear God^ 
and tecp his commandments. Religious 
^ifcourfes may furely put us upon reflec- 
tion. And it we^ can be only brought to 
rcfieft, there can be no great aoubt of otir 
future progrefe in wifdom and virtue. 

Fttkdiy. — ^Having diligently ufcd aH othef^ 
fifieans, Ve ffiould humbly repair to the 
bleffcd God for his divine fupport and afSft^ 
anc«. He is the Father rf lij^ts, and Foun* 
tain of Wi^otn ; and he giveth to all men 
BberaHy, and upbraideth not. Never was 
there a man, who wiihed to improve, wha 
had not rccourfe to the duty of prayer.. 
Go then to the beft of beings, and let it be 
ypur hmguaffe : — ^** Teach me, O Lord,, 
the way of thy Ifatutes, and I will keep it 
unto the end. Give me undcrftanding„ 
and I flxall keep thy law, yea, I fiiall ob* 
ftrve it with my whole heart.** 

Thus have I endeavoured to fliow by 
what means ^ wife or reKgious charafter 
may be formed. Convinced that religion 
is the principal thing, let all, bmt particu- 
lariy the young, ufe every meafure to ob- 
tjdft it. Labour for a comprehenfive 
knowledge df your duty. Study the fa- 
tted fcriptures : hear counfcl, and fubmit 
to reproof : imitate good examines : rcvn 

• ercnce- 



eretice tfat day, and frequent the hotie of 
God : and p-ay earnemy, that he would 
** turn away yoilr eyes from beholding 
Vanity, aticf quicken you in his way.** 
Above aB, fet before you the example of 
)efus>Ghriil$ and endeavour to wallft a3 he 
walked. If you do thefe things, you will 
Bicver fall. Growing in years, you will' 
grow f n fav our with God and man. And 
YOU will realize the truth of thofe fair pro- 
fe£ons :^— " I love them, who love me, 
and_they who feck me eady (ball find 
me.**' Ameiu - 
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THE AMIABLE YOUTH. 
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MARK X. tu ±t. 
f#i^ }#tvsi.B««OL»fif<o wiUf Mf£B »%mi ^m^ 

SAID UNTO HlVlf ONE THINQ THOU LAClCSSTt.. 
'00 THY WAY, SELL WUATSOETEE THOU HAST» 

AND Qiri TO THE POOR} AHD THOU SHALT 
*ilATB tHEASUAk IN HBATEN ; AMD COME, TAKE 

VT THE CR<r»S| AND' FOLLOVT MC, AND HS 
. WAS SAD AT THAT &AYIIiG» A)ID WENT AWAY 

GEI|bVED $ FOR HE HAD GREAT POSSESSIONS. 

1 HIS fe a very iiite?efting part of 
ifcri^ture* The context acx|uaints us, that 
z youth of fortune came runmng to our Sa-r 
viour, and kneeling before him, propofed 
that very importagit queftion,'-*-" Good ' 
Mafter, what uiaH I do, that I may inherit 
eternal life ?" * To which our Lord replied, 
** Thou knoweft the commandments ; dcr 
not commit adukery ; do not kill ; do' 
not fteal } do not bear falfe witneis ; de* 
fraud not \ honour thy fother and mo-* 

ther/' 
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tlief .^ ^ An3^ he anfWer ed, and* f&tdunt(> 
him. Matter, all titefe have I obfcrved 
from my youth. T'hen Je/usy beholding 
bintf hved him ; and /aid unto biniy One 
thing thou lacheji r go thy tvayj/ell wbatfoever 
ihott hafty Gtttd give « ihe poor ; and thou 
/halt have irecbfure in Heaven : and comej. 
fake up tht-trtfiy--tmd fMereo me*- And be 
njuasfad at tbatfayingy and went away griev^ 
id ; for he had great pjeji^m^* 

There is Ibmething very enga^ng in this- 
convetfttioft, and atfo hi the charadwrs by 
which it was conduced.. We behold a 
yquth, of family and fortune, thoughifbl 
of his foul, and feciouSy concerned abotit 
its eternal welfatr^ With pleasure we be- 
hoH the dcKcacv of his mailnefs and de- 
portment ; and are powerfully attrafted 
by the refpcftful language in which he ad- 
drefled the Son of God> The prevailing 
tenour of Hs l£fe and cofiTetfation'niftkes* 
a deep rmprefSon on \n^. And had her 
been as indifietent stbout his worldly pcf- 
ieffions, as tbolc guStcy pleafures young: 
pCTfons too generSly putfue, we ih<mld 
nave pronounced hlin» » iw>ft acccmplifh^ 
ed, a perfi^ humair charafter. But weakb 
had charms^ wMiii he wad not alpie to f<r 
fift. Hfr cotald not prcraa, with hiwfelf to 

pantdthaB,attdfic«ow€hrift» iiea>i'ld 

not 



AOt exchange tlie fplendour of his ftation* 
for poverty, fufiferings, and death. He 
therefore £icrificed duty to intereft ;-i- 
and, for the perifliaHe treafures of this 
.world, forfeited thofe durable riches which 
are referved in heav^i for the righteous. 
This is the lubftance of his unhappy ftory, 
which, however j affiwrds us many ufefuT' 
reflexions. 

And, firji^ I would obfervc, the agre^ 
abk imprdOion this youth made upon our 
divine Lord. Beholding bim^ be loved binu 
Yes, the Son of God, who was perfedUy 
acquainted with his chara^r^ loved a 
youth who prefered ^ar/A to beavetij riches 
to his /mIj 2indJ[he^Jplendour of this world • 
to the glory of a bettet: I This may feem 
like % paradox^ hot it is. undoubtedly a maU- 
fer of faSt. Li the text, it is pofitivdy at • 
ferted. . 

But i^^^e^ did he love bhu? Not furely 
with that ardour of affetftion, which lie 
entertains for thofe who are wholly con^- 
formed to God, who are ready to part 
with all the good things oi life, and even 
l^e it/elf J when called to fuch a fiicrifice. 
His love was not of that Idnd which is ex- 
cited by the true difdple. tt was of an 
inferiour nature, and iUch as we«ofteh feel 
towards perfonS) wh#, together; with in- 

mim^ablb 
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mimerablelaults and impeffedion^, poflefi 
fome moft amiable qiialities. And thk 
might well confift with a fupremc regard 
for true godlinefe and virtue* 

Without all controverfy, our Lord felt 
a generous concern for hb welfare. He 
was felicitous for his eternal well-being* 
Impreffed with his amiable qualities, he 
wiflied to fee them improved into chriftian 

graces, that the Iplendour of his worldly 
ation might be ecKpfcd by the fpten^o 
dour of Jfiis rtligiotrs charader i So much 
iflfeftion he certainly entertained ; as much 
has been exhibited by others, and left 
could not confift with a principle of imi^ 
verjal benevoknce^ 

But this was not • all. His fuperiour tb^ 
gards were excited by the rcfpeftful beha«^ 
viour of this young man, the regularity oi 
Bis paft life, and the rational concern he 
difcovercd for his eternal welfare^ It was 
extraordinary, that a youth in 'his circum-^ 
fiances fliouJd be undebauclied by the 
tcmptaftions of fenfe^ unfeduced by the 
fyrcn voice of forbidden pleafure. But 
expofed as his fituation was, he had hither-^ 
to efcapcd the groffer pollutions that are 
in the world. When the commandments 
were recited to hinx by our bleffed Lord, 
he rcj^iedai All thefe have 1 kept from my 

youth. 
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yoiitli up. And no doubt he was fincere 
ui this declaration. Our Lord does not 
charge him with falfehood, which he cef- 
tainly ivould have done,, had the other 
Violated the truth on this occafion. It a- 
mounts, therefore, to a matter of faft, that 
this young man had led a very regular Kfel 
He hj^d paid a reQ)eftfiil4' deference to his 

Earents ;. he had been juft and honeft iTi 
is dealings ;. he had neither invaded the 
lives nQr;pr0perty of his neighbours ; fen*- 
fiial exceffes he had carefully avoided ; and 
he had fully afted up to the part of a good 
citizen, and a worthy member of fociety^ 
Thefe virtues he h|^d early difcovered i. 
and at that time, they were his ornament 
and ^ory . ' Thus regular in his moral con* 
duft, our Lord loved him* He was pleafed 
to fee fo.muck wifdom and prudence in a 
youthfut charaflisr ;. and beheld him with 
very different eyes from thofe. with whicl| 
be regarded others, who wefeilrangers to . 
his good qualities. 

But, fecondly^ the re^eft, with whicK^ 
this young man treated our bleffed Sav- 
iour, was a further, recommendation to 
his re^rds.^ To the utmoft regularity of 
behaviour, he joined a moft wmning po- 
litenefs. Perfedly acquainted with the 
x«ules:^f good.brcedingj^ he accofts the Son 
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t)f God in the mofi refpe^ul langnage^ 
" Good Majier /" fays he, " what IhaU I 
ido that I may inherit eternal life ?** How 
•becoming this appellation ? By calling 
ium Majier^ he owns his authority as a* 
teacher^ one capable of giving him infor* 
tnation, and authorized to do it. And, 
at the feme time, he puts himfelf in the 
humble place of a learner^ and profeffes his 
deiire and diipofition to be informed. By 
•prefixing the title good^ he fignifies the 
iiigh efl:eem and veneration he had for his 
charaften No language could have been 
mofe applicaUe to Jefus Chrift, or more 
becoming a young perfon. True it is, 
our Lord replies, **' Why caBeft thou me 
'good ? there is none good but one, that 
IS God.** But this was not by way of re- 
proof ; it was only to lead up his thoughts 
to oxie, who was good in the moft emi- 
nent feiife of the word j and by whofc 
authority he then acted. 

Again. Not only the language, but the 
department of this amiable youth was pecu- 
liarly engaging. Seeing Jefus, he ran and 
kneeled l^ore nim. Tms pofture was €x- 
preffive of his lugh re%eA for this heav- 
enly teacher, and the humility with which 
he would receive inilrudion from his lips. 

Our Lord never met witK fo much exter- 
nal 



wl dvility, as on this occafion. Of tS^^ 
. «vho sipfdied to hin\ foy inftruftion durinj 
the whole conrfe of his miniftry, we fin( 
noisi^ who behaved in fo becoming a man- 
ner. AJ>d indeed it is very extraordi- 
nary, confidoring the fplendid circumftan- 
if^ q{ this youth. Great pofleflions are 
^extreHidy apt to intoxicate the mind, and 
raife. a man above fttch modeft condefcen- 
^n. The flattery and fervile refpeft paid 
to rich men, naturally tend to deprave 
their h^rts, and render them infolent to- 
wards their inferiours^ but this youth was 
^»ot corrupted by hia riches, He was ei- 
^ther deaf to the voice of flattery, or proof 
.againfl it. For notwithftandin^ the hum- 
t .bk appearance of our Lord^ he treated 
him with the moft engaging politenels. 

La/?//.— ^The concern ne difcovered for 
.his future ftate ftiU more endeared htm to 
our Saviour. " What Ihall I do, that I 
may inherit eteri>al life ?'* What a que£- 
tion ! 'How becoming every age i How 
-ftriking in a young man 1 Why fliould 
Ire concern himfelf about another world ! 
.He had every thing to make life happy 1 
.He was blefb with fortxme, with youth : 
He had the mews of enjoyment. He 
might take his fill of pleafure, and refign 
himielf up to f^ber refle2:io93, when capa- 
ble 
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bltcinoo&id^fSdtyk \>91iy then flumld 
iie difturb himklf with a dying hour, and . 
aiuture ftate ? Why defnrds his fpirits 
with leffous of morafity ? Why think of 
leaving the worlds and aU its ei^oyna^eAtt, 
(whcn juft entered tipon then i 

In uich ftrains he woidd now be accolU 
cd i and it is poffiHe he was not a ftran- 
c^er to them ^t that day. Youth and for* 
tune are ieldom fiivaurabie to tl^ interefls 
:of piety. A young jperfijo will always 
tHnk dre morning pr life no ^feafim tor 
the bufinefs dc ^reUgion ; and , afflumoe 
-will be erer procrauinating the hour of 
:&ber rcflediom ilence it is too often the 
jfjcrvcrfc language erf each, •* Go thy way 
^r this tiine ; when I have a more coa- 
AWiient feafbn, I will calt £6r lliee." 
4 Hpw diMagoiihed,.th6Gi, lite cfaam^XHT 
c6£ this youths to think of HBfigion^ /aaad 
candther world, when he hadfoo^uiyob* 
Jeds to eiigro& his mtteniion ; Co many 
iinviting pl^fuies to engage 'fais purfiiit ! 
IHow great his fortitude, ^ to xlate* the im- 
putation of: itogoiatity^ and to ventare : to 
ibe vwife! It nreqoires no fsiall ftare of 
-courage to tife ^eritmr tdithe tcmpta- 
^xians be iurmounted, and to^ afi faisiicd>fe 
ipatr. No wonder, therefore, he appeared 
«*amiaUe la: the ' jey es.* of ;oiir rfia^iour« Ifo 
^ .. D wonder 
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(won8cr he regarded him with fentiments 
^of love. . 

Thus have I confidered the affeftion erf 
4>ur Lord for this young pcrfon, and the 
attra^El^ves on his part, by which it was 
excited. And from hence it is obvious to 
' remark^ that youth cannot appear more 
amr;lble9 than by fobiiety of condujfl^ idet 
cency of speech, and a modeft and polifQ 
deportment. How agreeably are we iv9,^ 
preffed with the kq^iage amd manner lu 
which he approached our Saviour ? JHi» 
running, kneeling, and the title he gave 
him— Gm2 Ifiqfier^-"^ ham peculkr hon* 
our* Modefiy and good bneeding have 
charms, which few can refift. Every n:ian 
of feelii^rand fentiment is captivated by 
them. They are abfblutely enlentiai to a 

* religious chanfter. And without them» 
*mny perfoo:^and more efoecially a youth) is 

• but a fupenour kind oc brute. Ueftitute 
of thefe amiabit quaKties, a man may be 
feared, butit is impoffible that he ihould 
conunand efteem. Roughnefi and ifi 
manners exdte our utmoft. abhorrence. 

. To in^nre the world, therefore, witk 
-fatvcmrahlfi^deas of us, we cannot db bet- 
ter than to copy the piuts of this amis^de 
.youth. Hb modefty and condefcenfioa 

^ili reconuaokl ua to wihedU cibem .; 

and 
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and if, joined to thefe, we imitate His 
regularity of condud:, we ihall be^ at once,, 
the bleiSxig and ornament of fociety.- In 
Ae bloom of youth, we fliall exhibit the 
wifdom of age : and, as we proceed in 
life, we fliaU advance in favour both with- 
6od;andman. 

And - this leads me to ^ anothet obferva- 
tion— rthat a man of his charafter is much 
nearer to God5 and the ^ngdom of heav- 
(HQ, than perfbns who are deftitute of mo- 
rality, I have heard it averted, that there, 
u more hope of the moft profligate and 
a^>andt)hed debauch^ than of a mere 
moral man, oner- wi«) is externally pure 
and righteous, who is innocent of great 
tranfgreffions, and has efcaped the groffer 
pollutions^, that are in the world. But. 
fiirely fuch a doftrineas-this is not au-: 
thorized from fcripture. Have the advo- 
cates fo^ it confidered the confequcnce J 
Does it not virtuaUy mak^ Ghrift a min- 
ifter of fin i and his goi^el 2»i encourager 
of Hcentioufhefs ? I)oes it not involve in 
it this abfurdity, that the old world, had 
it been more abandoned, might have ef-. 
caped the deluge ? And that Sodom and 
Gomorrha were not profligate enough ta 
he proper fubjefts of God*s fparing. 
mercy ? 

:. v.^ .. * - ' * It 
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**& is an undetxbted truth, that a fficrr 
•tteraal confonnity to the law, an/oitfoi 
ward decency and feguhrity of bdutviour^ 
1$ BO argument that a man is. taacmfed byi 
the Holy Ghcrfl, and moraUy fit for thr 
lica:venly fcHctty. Somethitig ^nereis ne*^^ 
cefiary, in order to oonftittite an a&ual^ 
light to the divine favour. He tm& be 
p^ri; in heart, aa wctt a^ pwo in Ufe. Sb. 
muft be formed to die natural imam oi bm 
Maker ; and beoom^ in the/ tertptwe? 
ieodfe of itfac iMttd^ ^^mm treatmi.^ 

liewrdielei^ the' nearer a* man mm^ 
poadiee to^ thb charaderv the neaier w 
ii» ta the iavour o£ God, and the.eiq)eiftedr 
ftSdt^ of a bettec world* His. profpeAy* 
of: bcmg effeftiudhr tamed fr om darknefs.^ 
te li^t, are noNK^i greater than thofeoft 
the abandoned fimier« And ki the courfe* 
of things, it ia highly probable, that ^ 
work of gnuae wiH be^wronght upon* his- 
fiml; tltoti his morality will ripen into 
erasigelicii obedience^ Gertmn it is, thft^ 
da^ramr of the^ world will regard him^ 
fkkh a- &viouraUe»eye^ otherwito we can*- 
net account for his^affiD&ien to thia ypun^ 
va^. For him be loved, though mateci*^ 
ally deficient in point of^ £uth, and only 
dsftingniihed! for hi(i nunsattty, ^x ^ter^ 
ftaHy good behaviour* 

Having 
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' Having €Mi£dered the bright ude of 
this youth, and pointed out the excellent: 
dts of his chamber, I now go on to Ihew 
wherein- it was defedive* ^d it appears, 
amid afl his virtues^ he retained a predom- 
iiiant love fc^ the world. For Jefus faid 
tfnto idm) *^ Xkic thing thou lacked : go 
ttiy way } fell whatibever thou haft, and 
give to- the poot y and thou ihalt hare* 
tfeaft^ein heavea^:. and come, take up* 
die <:^o£it^^<i follow me* And he was fad« 
at that» ^yifigy and. went away grieved ; 
fer he -had great pofieffion^/' I do not 
woiider^ the ycmth^ was fuiprized at the: 
af^^arent ' rigour of this injunflron. It was 
a ^eat facrifice-fos him to make. To^ 
part with thofepofieffiotts, which had de<r 
tended to him from, his anceftors ; to<re>^ 
^gn all his^ wealth, into the -hands of the 
l^or ; to reduce himfelf, at once, to a> 
tevelwith the meanefi ; jcaned to all this,* 
to ^emhark^ in a* cai^ie, ,that muil . unay<»Ld<* 
ably expofe him to every toxiporal caiam*^ 
icy ; . hoW'iiatur^ his ^ef and furprize I 
Thero are very kw^ even of thofe- wha 
make the higheft proiFeffions, that are wiU 
Kng^ ta part with.th€ir iuhAaaos^ for the 
honour of God, and the good of ibciety» 
Wealth has charms: in almoft every ^eye i^ 
and the Chriitian is- not always prooi 
i^ainft them. 

D a However, 



r 4t 1 

However, I would not be thought to 
juftify the yoiith in this part of his ccm- 
dud:* Thou^ he had mafiy good qualiw . 
ties, he certainly was very deficient in^MDrnt 
of £uth. He-had xmt fntifeient confidence 
in Ghr^ to part with alt^ amlfoUowthimi^ 
He coxAA ndc truA IMifsM'srith the Ueflfed^ 
Jefiis^.and refign^himfdfvpvtb that fatt^ 
which awinted his Divine Mafien ' He^ 
therefore, dedSened the^prppofal wbicK was'' 
made ta him ; and went away grieved at' 
an anfwor So unlifcer his cacpeAalaons; 

Very (fiierent from this was tbe^behav*^ 
iour o£ Abraham, wha put to the trials 
At thfe divine ootaunand, hd Quitted- hiA- 
native country , his father *s houfe, and 2di 
his.cofmeadbnsi He cfaeerfuliy went forth' 
to a land he knew- nothing of; Rdy in^ 
upon the care' and protcftion of God, he^ 
rei^gnod himfelf up to his difpof^l, know« 
ing' he iptoukl provide fot hint in fdcti ar 
Httiiiier, m ftMMdd' far l(Mr the divine ^cr-* 
ry, and his ownr l^inter^ft: Hie truih 
wm^heihsd/r^, aald under the infitiebcc 
of that princiidej he afled fuch an heroic 
part/ *" *^ 

And in fi|:e^ maniter, when ealted'upon^ 
to fecrifiec his^r&ir^ he- iMctPfeted^ the' utC 
moft^ri^adindEs to comply ^h tHe wiB^of 
heasven. Hetlidsi^Jfplea^'lliel^ 

a'parcnty 



a^paopcnrt. ilO'dld not object, that Kaao' 
was th« child icrf^ proiaife^ ttid'the balls of* 
aU his^ futun:^ bopesv He availied himfdf^ 
o§ mmt'of thufe eaeoufibd^ whidiit- had- 
been natui'aL^for a perfmi in his fitttatton* 
to make, fitkt^ as foon ^ the divine wiU' 
iifias^fignifitolto 4iian^ be took bisffon, and 
repaked w die ]^ace o£ Sacrifice. Fbr he 
thus:- vea&miiA ^th himCetf , that God* 
vmxAd c^rtaijaty *p«rform wh^ • he prom- 
i&df and ivpBld raifelfaac from the ddad^ 
ilUher tha» dif2f^!»mnt bis- expefbitionsi 
Ifebadfticb afakbin GiDd^ in bi» power 
andhrer»cttyj thi^ he triuraplied over ob*^ 
fiac^s, which bad been infttrnioiintable by' > 
any other perfea» 

And had thb yoirth been under the in^ 
flueBceofa liVdy^op^ratrrefasthv he woidd 
have completed his^ charader by this iaft^ 
aft of obediences When cdminaii^fed t& . 
£dt aH he had^ he ivmdd^ inAaiiriy> have 
done ii* * :With chee#ftiliie<» mmld be^ 
have depo£ted the tnonief with the poor }' 
andiaMng'Up hircrc^ Ikr WouM'itave 
fefioirad Jefvs ta£ifieringp and' to deaftii; 
He would have rgoiced at bein^ thou^ftp 
worthy ttf fiiwe the^'fate of^'fas- pSh^ 
Mafter/ Ihltaad of ^gobig^ai^ foffowht ' 
and* d^ppointed^' Ite' ws5d^ ha^ewafened' 

make 
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make a great iaa:i£tce. Tbe YegiJarity oSt- 
my paft life, and the good qualities o£* 
wliicn I fondly boafied, are not fuflSident ; 
to entitle me to ^verlafiing happinefsr.! 
Something, mow is.neceflary, if I would- 
be a true dbriftian* I muft give up all the; 
wealth, upon which. I. have often feafted^ 
my eyes. Lmuft ftrip off this fine liiidfi)V 
and goodly ' appareL VKth • myrfubftanceti- 
Lmuft feed the poor j ^aind with my ward*- 
rx^be Lmuft clothe the naked^ Not is > 
this aUi .Lmuft profefi a rdigpon^ the ^ncA*^ 
tmpopular that can be conceived. And.*^ 
in all probability I muft feal the truth of> 
it with my blood. This is a great £icri-^ 
fee : But what am I promifed ixv return h 
Treafures in^ heaven/ which no rapaciau9^> 
In^ can tear from- me^. and an inharit<^ 
ancc in the kingdom oiF God». Come/- 
then, ye poor and ncedy^ and take my- 
large po^feffions.^ My earthly tseafures h 
freely* refiga to. yof». ' Supply^ydur >^nts< 
out of my abundance ; and leave me t<^ 
follow' a xnafter', who wi& richly compe^N- 
{/Jtt, me for all I powrefign* Wi^h tfce 
i^ of faith, I |ee a^noUep and more dan* 
Ue .ijihertt$tric^ z ) and 1 1 am willing U^ 
mdpe k. my own^ jatt tjit ^e^wnce c^ lifi^ 
snd eveiy; preient' efijoytneal« Aftcf . thm^ 
mo»!^t :Mwi¥ tl^e'yoiwg.man hiye r»* 
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foned) ia^ helidieved in ibe power^ xni^^' 

foii,;,an4 grace of^;tfae Rjedeemen 

It certainly is a^varygreat defeS in anyx 

profeiixng chr^Uac,. to fufTer the. love of: 

this wcM-ld to interfere with his duty. Sar 

great are our obligations to Chrift^ that? 

we are indifpanfably bound to facri£ce 

every thin^ at. his • calL We, are none of: 

his difcipies, if we^ hold any thing dearer i 

than him. Hie condition of our difciple^ 

lUp is^ that we fiand in readinefsto' part) 

^h €V€PY tei]q|>oral enjoyment^ and eren^ 

life itfolfy when his hotnour, or theintercft) 

of his xeUgion deaiaad them at our hands*. 

Hence that declaration of our bleOed-Lordy 

^^If any« man will cpnie after me, kt hinu 

deny himfelf) and take up his crots andi 

f<^ow m9»" And again, ^* He that lov«- 

eth father or mother naore than me, is^ 

not worthy of npte : and he that lovelh- 

fllR or daughter more than mo^ is not' 

worthy of me : and he that takasth nou 

up his « crofs, and foUoweth after, me, . i&> 

not worthy df me.'^ In another place thei 

laaguJige is fliU moirC empbatical, '^ If anyi 

mati come to me, and hate not- his father; 

and' mother, aiid-wife and children ^ and] 

brethren and fillers^ yea, and his^own life- 

alfo^ he cannot be my difcipld. And wh o^ 

foover dofhnot bear |\iS'Croff^ wd come af^ 

ter 
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tfer iiiei cannot' be my difdple.^ Nojdbiog! 
eould be more* dir^ly to my purpofcif. 
Brom thcfe teftimonics , it is evident^ the 
love of Ghriftfliould fwalldw tip cvtty in- 
fieriour paffioh. In imitation of the Roman 
orator, we fliould be able tp'iay,Deat to* 
m are our friends, dear to -us oilr wives.' 
and children, dear to ns our connttyj but* 
infinitely dearer to^usour Lord and Mafv^ 
ter. Him wefiiould pri^crabove sdtt' otfcer* 
oonnexionsi Him * w^e fbotild- foQow^ and"^ 
bis £i^our we fliould feek m {deference tor 
them all. Whatever ^ be psrofdBTes, that' 
man is not -a difdpIe,.who fufiers any pte^« 
fiint objed to difpute the empire of hh^ 
hpart with Jefus ChrilL- The facrifide,^ 
therefore, required^of tM^'youngman, feh 
tto more than- the: indifpenfable duty of^ 
chriftians^ in oommon.. They are. aHv 
bound, by their profeffion, to give up ev-r 
er^ &>mforty . to do and fubmit to every.^ 
thmg, at. the: talU of Ghrift* - 

It 'appBardj then, ftom what has beeo* 
faid, that om thing he lacked^ and that very- 
o&ntial^ta^a^religious charaAer. He hadf 
notr &Uhr in Cln^if:,. a confidence in his- 
power j veradty, and goodnefs« He had- 
3Mfe feen the vanity of the world, and the- 
linfttisf^ing hatiure of its KOod-things»> 
He! had not r^alissed the dimnefs of its^ 

/. V '^ ^lendour^^; 
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;fpleadour, the meami€& of its glory, and 

the poverty of Its abundsuice ! .He had 

•not juA concq>tionS'Of G^d, Chrii):, re- 

;ligkm, the heavenly -worMj/or the vahie 

•o£ his'Own fool. Heispce he went away 

{qrrowful, grievedat the demand w^cfe 

>^upon him.} and mortified that heaven 

.^buld be parcha&d at no le& expence. 

. As-an improvement of'. this.affe£ling fto- 

»y, let mCyin. thcj/lrji place, impreis upon 

yoiir- minds this very> important tvutJi, 

tiiai a man may han)a mar^ amiabk qualities^- 

Vibiyi.Me u far from the cbafa£kr of a true 

cbryUan. Of this^ the yottng. man in the 

text is a firiking infbnce ) and many 

more you will fixid in fociety* How cqois- 

mon is it to fee perfons mcHJkft and regu« * 

lar in their behaviour, upright in their 

dealings^ chafte . and temperate^ and yet 

regardle& of the duties of piety, and ut*- 

terly unacquainted with Jrfus Chrift ? . No 

doubt, we ha^ve each pf us many in our 

minds, to whom, this defciiption may be 

truly applicable. But how*, mortifying tt 

is, that fo many good q^ua^ties flididd BM9t 

be improved into diriflaaa ^r^Cft v tlut 

fo many virtues ihoiJd not be &n^fied 

with the ipirit. of jrd|gi0o -I Why wffll 

fuch perfons ftcq> ihprt chF thechriitiiai dim*^ 

xz&a I i)^ £ir as they got, they are to be 

applauded. 
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faf^udid. Behdidiiig their tempftamce, 
humility, Jofttce, and ex:{ernal decency of 
-behaviou^t the Lord jdus *k)¥eth them* 
He approves the virtueii they exhibit;, 
and gives them a {dace in his'sffe^ons, 
which he denies the fons of riot and 
^diffipatian* Would to God fuch perfens 
woidd oMfider thefe ihiogt, and haeving 
begun weH, thai they woikd perfevere* 
How p)ea£ng muft it be <o*the ^at Head 
of the xhurch, te ice them fniitfai in ev* 
eiy Mod work i What joy muft it gi^ 
: to the cmrt jof heaven 1 What iatisfae* 
' tion to aH ferkvu minds i 

§erond/yi^^htt, me 4-ecommend it to^pcf- 

.fons in younger Jife, to imitate the exato* 

pie in the text, fo far as it was approved 

by Jefus Chrift, and w;ts a ground of iib 

.complacenoe. Like htm, avoid thofe guU- 

.ty excefles, to which your tidne of life is 

(peculiarly espefed, and be fU>er, . chaike 

and regular ki your conssferfatioti. Is 

'there not>a dEignity iniiich hehafvtour ? Is 

.it not a glory toany:period of life? jjf 

there is a cbaradcr trulf vi^ ^and caa- 

temptihle, it is that of the itmre r^, tUe 

^fiupcd, fenreldb .dibauc^ee 1 To fee':a prt< 

Ifon wafte th< (mormng of life in fendml 

excefies ; tofiie him difitpate his fortune, 

and jJe&roy. Siiar covAiftition,: Ja^thefei erim- 

'L' ,' inal 
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.«nil p«ri)»t39 q» /there be a f^qre buBigyii^ 

ating fight f HoMT ja»uft thq pitf ent hlufii 

. 4^t the ihQi:^ht ,^ fuch tdeCcenjd^^xts ! Idfm 

tauft /od^ty tcraaUe >ac the ^proipeft pf 

tfuch aacmhers ] M dthier.thc ooe or.jjbc 

;. other are truly ^wretched, it xmift dbe, 

; when they ar^e. wttneflb of the \uif«ftcain- 

. ^ UcaQ(idoufi&Q& of . this . tdfixig genoratioa \ 

Tt) calm their ^rft» as :Wl as. pio* 

.1^ mote your mmi glory jaodfiBiidty^iimtate 

.'Ji^.exaiinple of ihis .yonng^ xikan» aa^far as 

it is worthy of your imitation. Ccpy his 

.jDodeft ^n^ winmng ilepeirtniODL 'Ob- 

r&rve all thofe nxks of *aiMal ocmdm<3:,'by 

> 2wfaioh:he fqiKured hisf Uftu cAiid Jdt i it be 
\ yourgFeatambiticn) asr^DU ^owtin A^eats, 
•:to^grQw hx fij^vQuriboth i!iivith fiod.and 
/«aa|i. rrius fwili rs^fibi^ ytAi :tfae dughoft 
^.j^eafure, upon ircAe^ocu A&d this ^Mdll 
: ^be a &ieabte {xsepandyte, rfor a voioxt inti- 
aKsale acqiiaifitiifioe .with4efiis:Cl^^;ifl;,. ia. a 
, (better .wodd% 

> :Fina\lfimS^th ns&sxhort dill 4if evwp age, 
/^fex jutd fch^radier, f no^ to .r eft iaiislosd -in 
i<any th^bnt tbofe ohriftian graces, <thit 
u&ith, xcepeaitsDce .and eisangalioal dbctti* 
>«nce, byavhich:only-we.oa^/fee rendeittd 

meet for the inheritaiioe^^of ithe iaixuKs^in 

light. To Jnftice, temperance, chaftity, 

and external re^ptenty-of-manners, let us 

£ add 



•-add a fincereldve to God, and fejth in 
Jefus Ghrift. Becaufe we have efcapdd 

>the grofler pollutions, and have not indtfl^ 
ged in any very criminal exceffes, let us 

• not im^^nc we lack nptfaing. B«it let us 
' ^TCniember^ we are materially deficient, till 
-we are formed to the morsd image of our 

Redeemer, and havei^ecome new creatures. 
- Till renewed in the. temper of our minds, 
and fandtified by the Holy Spirit, we are 
incapable of pure, rationed and lading fe- 
licity. 

Wherefore, let us a& of him, who giv- 
eth to all liberallv, that he would com* 

• municate to us tne fiiperiour aid of his 
iHoly Spirit. Let us carefully improve 
^ tho& means of grace, "which are adapt- 
ed ; to 4Bake us perfed in Chrift Jefus* 
Let us not ftop at any attainments we 

• have already made, nor imagine we lack 
.MiOthii^ while unwilling to. take up our 

crois, and follow our Divine Mafter. But 
'to our ^^ £uth, let u$ add virtue, knowl- 
ed^, temperance, patience, godlineiis, 
. brothoriy bdndnefi and charity ;" then 
ihaU w:e be the happy ofa^eSis of God'^ 
.eternal love, and r^oice for ever in the 
tokens ^his favour*,, jimen^ 
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DUTY T0 PARENTS. 

i^TlMOTHVi vi 4.- 

^t TffEM PtftSr LEARll TO SHfiW^PIfXr AT 
HOMBy AND TO RE(^1TE THEIR PARENTS $ FOR* 
THAT IS GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE REFORt Gt)D; ' 

Of ^ the duties, prtftribed by the 
gofpel, none will admit of leis diipute 
t^ian that of cKildrcn to thei*i earthly psa:* 
cuts. Our obligation to love, reverence, 
and obey thofe, who have been infixu* 
mental in bringing us into exigence, is 
one of our earlicft conviftions. Amid all 
the corruptions and infatuations of man- 
kind,^ filial'duty has retained its influence. 
^* Honour thy father, and thy mother," 
IS a law, as well with the favage as the 
fage, — ^with the infidel, as with the chrift- 
ian. And we may rdy, that no one, 
who has one fentiment of gratitude, any . 
pretenfion to good manners, in Ihort,) 

any 
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aifiy'tKrng amiable in fiis compolSibn, ^nBt 
be habitually war^tihg m* fSial piety. An 
undutiful child is a monfter in the moral 
world ; he refifts one of the primitive 
laws of nature j and though he may pof- 
fefs fome llidwy ^^itites, yet- wfe^ iftay be- 
fure, that he has a bad heart, and that he^ 
has forfeited akxioft the common* d:vilities. 
of mankind. 

Duty to parents being, therefore, foin- 
difpeniably binding, we cannot wonder at 
the rank affigtterf it ift the chrfffiaii jP^em 
of mbrality. In fo pur6 and' exeunt 2^ 
religion, as that of JdTus, we might expeA 
to find many directions relative to filial' 

obftdJettce. Accordliigly, we maiy ob- 
{&f^t that parental atrthorny Isis not- beeft 
o«^ef looked by ttic fiicrftd writef& They 
b^vev ki th^ plaifieft lairigua^e^ siflevtedb- 
tUs authority ; tod lUve ii^joiised fub^ 
xfAESsbn^ (y^ ^6 part of chK#f^, a^s a pi^^ 
pit requital fC3» faVotlrs rea*vWi TTAP 
15 the^ icfei hdtii u^ ill th^^ t^xtr " If any 
\Ad6W^ %S the apo^ftl^ havcf chiM#en 6r 
nej^ewd^ tet ihem leaffkfirji tojhe^ fietj at 
Ikm ; aM t<^ requite their parents ; f (ft thaP 
is md and aecept^le h^pr^God.^^ 

The text leads me t6 coiififder parentflk 
ifl the Bght of beftefaftbW, to whom a re^ 
^ital is due :-^And to conficfer doldrefi 
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as 'making that requital, when they d.if^ 
oharee the varioixs filial duties injoinedr 
by the gofpd. 

, Some olain remarks on this fubjcd will 
employ the foUowiag difcourfe. 
- J.. //>y?.— r'Our earthly, parents are to 
he cpnfidered in the Kght of benefa<flors y 
confeqijently ^ that fome requital is due to. 
them uppn the * principles of gratitude. 
Bafe is die infinuation^ that p^urental affec- 
tion is a blind inflin(fi ; . and that the 
gratification attending its exercife, is an 
ample reward.' • True it is, a foininels for 
their ofl&pring is a powerful principle in 
the human kindv Nor will it be denied, 
tliat, under 'the influence of this principle, 
a parent findd the mofl exqui^te pleafurq 
ifi providing for. his tender charge. • But, 
I^do not know, .that the obligations ot 
OTatltude are fet aiide by thefe confidera- 
tioffi. A' good ' man derives fome "of his 
higheft jpleafures by ddihg good.* He in- 
creafbs his owjn happinete-, whenever he 
relieve^ the wants,f0r increafes the happf- 
nds ©fathers. * But will an,y, lay, that his 
bountyv deferyes no return, or that the 
objects of it are under no obligation ? 
JLet U3 fuppofe that the charitable man 
were accoued in thfe ftrain :-^You have 
long been in the habits of doing gQod» 
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S6 far frbtti bdi¥g a burden to ye» to^ 
vffit the widow and hthcthb in their a^- 
flidioD, it conilitutes ooe of the htgheft 
' aiuf es of your li£cr. Tou take a de^ 
^ht in feeding the Inmgry^ jn cloatfain 
the nakcid, in cbemng the prifonct^ an 
in di^nfing your charity to the fon^ q£ 
Wixit. You are never happier^ than whexk 
emtioyed in wiping awsky the tear trf dt& 
ttt% and meliorating the comHti(m^ c£ 
the wtttched tp the ntmoft of ydvf abiH^ 
ty. Hscve yoti then ariy daiiix on tfaofev 
who are t^wJ objeds of yoiir botinty ? & 
lidt tlie^ccount balanced by the hap^iikefr^. 
which you have perfonatty derived ftottt 
^^ of beneficence ?— ^Should charity me*tf 
with this, return^ w^es iheuld think it e^^ 
^ally rude aind unreafonable. But as^ 
unr^afonable v/ould it be to cail in quef« 
tion, even for ose moment, our oblige* 
fion^r to our earthly parent^,, becauftr my. 
hive fourid si;$nu<;h|deafore in conferrisg^v 
as tf^ in receiving nvotirs* , 

It is. granted, that, in the faith/ul d!& 
charge of parental duty, there is a lioWe 
gratmcation. But from heiice it wilt nOt 
follow, that filial gratitude k z: fuperfttf*. 
Otis tribute. Nothing btit the utnioft cfe^ 
prayity of heart can di^ftate thi^ conchi- 
fion. Vi^emufl! bfe fenfibte, that qtrr par- 
ents 
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c»tB aife OHf bencfaftorsj and tRat tBcf ^ 
ought to meee with a pfopet rfetum, Wc 
ihmkl confidfeif V9\m they have done and 
£i%'red f^ tts^ fi&ce we became the ob- 
jeftj of their care. We ftould confidct^ 
what th^ h^ve^ deftied iheffifel^^ on otir 
accounn We ihbuld coDfider^ hty^ pa^ 
tiently th^y haire boTue wth our: infirmi* 
ties', cap^ic^j s«^d foWteftv, We ftioold con- 
fideac the inc^^vta^lencc^,. to^ which thcjr 
lave cheerftdly fubmilted; in ordet that 
the ftim of our ^touthftd enjojtnents- 
Wight h6 ic^efdalbd ;^ aftd^ that yn might 
be qtndilfied to'etitcr Hfe^with hono<ir andt 
ad^tntdgi^ A review of thefe' things' 
Hiuft conviUce every perfi^ of coitinion 
nnderftanding, that a d^bt of gratitude is^ 
due fr6ni children to f^attxAi j and thatf 
this debt canftot be withheld^ without vU 
olatltig a nffoft fkcfed kw of nitm&. 

I have gone^ you will oBftrve, upott 
thefiippttfitfon, that thofej who h«re fbf- 
tatned this moft v^A^rftbde of all huiriaW 
relatiom^ hstte not been wanting in duty* 
Some, it fe cohfeffed, are an exi^tion to 
this rierAark. There are parents, who ap* 
pear to be deficient' in natural aifefti on t 
And there are many more, who do injuf- 
fice to thenr thi!&«i, dtKer tli^ugW 

e^ddSnefi, indolence,' ^r ibtiifiakeo kka^ 

of 
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of fenderne& In this cafe, filial refpe&r, 
is rather a matter of decency, than of^ 
gratitude ; but where the parental duties / 
have been confdentiouily difcharged, tl|L^<e * 
a grateful return is jufily expeckd^t 

It appears, then, that fooie requital Uj^ 
due to parents. I go on, therefor^ to^ 
obferve,<~&r^«^,-~That this requital isr 
made,^ whenever dbUdi^r^ ctifcha.rge the^ 
ifiarious £lial duties prefoibed by tbe Koi^ 
peL When they bdiare as duldreOj tbey^ 
ibfficiently comply, with the> requifitkmr 
in the text. They then ikom piety atr 
home i difchar»s the debt of gratitude ir 
aad do that which is good and acce{^able^ 
before God. 

' But you wiU-aftL, ^what are thcr paitic-r 
9kr duties refiiiied of childr^ by the: 
gofpel ? : * To this I - aafwer,*-^affi^onjr 
gratitude, reinereace, fubmiffion> obedi-^ 
ence to the juft commands of their par-* 
ents, and the iiberal fuj^y of theix^ 
^(rants, ihould they ever fbind in need oj^ 
affiftan^^. Under thefe heacfa, the wl^c^ 
of JUial duty; may be. comprehendedv^r-A^ 
J%;y2-^ChUdr€n ihcmld cukivate aa ejcalt^ 
ed< affib^oh >fbr/ their paeents^ This is aa 
c4mou^* duty^ To 4ove . them v^ho 1qv€ 
us, k a dilate of commcui jufiice. Bsat 
the fecv^ afie^Uoiii of; g«od parents t<v 

wardi 
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y^vd^ thm: of&pnnr is at matter of cctn^ 
fhMit e:fi|>eriQ]ice«< Every day furnifiics. 
IM[^ois q3F the e:ifixftence and operation. of. 
ibks^ ptindple^ It k{:^i^ then, that. chiU 
^en^ filouid' l&ve tbcir parents fincerdy 
and ard^tly ; and fhauld^ deaionfti^t^Tyt 
by tteir ^jAmit bdisttriour, the reality of 
t^k* j^Si^onw How this principk vvili 
0f)erate^ i^ better kno^wn than» de^ribed. . 
I^bey, who fed a^ childr^ ought to doy 
^U always ad ki^ fuch anranser as willi 
ym^ their SHaX* ptaSdSkms ;. for the die* 
tMes of pme/adiEiSicai ase. toa pla» to^bos:: 
Bi^sdttem 

Agdbiw«^I« older to reqmte their pa^ 
rents, diildren muft appear habidially 
^at^iil^ I have sdfeady obferved, that* 
ttdd kan indi^niabfe!duty# Good parii^* 
Mts^ ane benefkd^iii. A child, therefore^ 
fiiould freqioently call to mind the bene« 
A^ reedvedi m &oidd coniider the fa. 
tigi>e fuftained m iiisr&l^ and cheriihin] 
Hniy whilft in- an in£int Kate^r He fhovkh 
xtallsie tlve ftars and anxieti^, which he' 
has occsfioned. He fiK)(uld' recoUed ia 
Bdw many inftamse^ he has w^oundcd the- 
bc^om of hie^ porants^ and ttied their p[a« 
tience by his follies ^nd perverfene&v^ 
Afkd he &ou}d ii^ember how many 
proo£^ thesf' hwt gi)f€»|.;fhaiti hisr happineiisi 
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1$ darer to thCTi than thdr own. Tbcfii<^ 
arefafts ; ^nd tht child, who properly 
attends to them, will want no other axgu- 
ment in favour d£ gratitude. That this 
is included in filial pietv is too plain to* 
need any proof. ^ , / 

Again.'— Children are bound to reve- • 
rence their parents. . We all know the 
meaning of reverence, when applied to^ 
the Deit jr. By this ternj, we intend fonxe- 
thing widely different from fervile fear. ' 
We mean that pricK:iple of refpeft for the- 
Supreme Bein^ whieh refirains us from * 
taking any liberties with his name, or of- - 
^isAig^ any • affront to - his ^ governing au- 
thority. .Alike refpei^'ihould we- enter- 
tain for our earthly parents. We ihould- 
feel tQ wards them, as perfons in whom' 
the charaders of protestor, : friend, and « 
governbur are all unated* Poffeffed with 
this venerationr we fliall « never wound 
them with any appearrance of negleft. - 
We ihall j[xever bfend them by an inde-; 
oentfamiliarity:*'. We (hall never mortify- 
them by- any expreflion of contempt.- 
'We ihall never, embitter their lives by* 
any dfelibe^ate aAof difobedience. Our* 
conduA towards them will be highly re- • 
fpeftf^l^if we venerate their charaSer and 
authority }, ai\d with, the idea of a parent « 
liBite that of a friend. ' Again*- 
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Again. — ^A generous and patient accoitt* 
modation to their infirmities and peoi- 

-4iari(ies is required of aD, 'who ftand in 

• the relation of children. The opinions 
and habits of old perfons and young are 

. often widely different ; and it fometimes 
happens, that the gratifications of the for- 
mer greatly interfere with the conveni- 

- encfe of the latter. But ilill the parent 

' ought to be gratified, though with fome 
inconvenience ontthe part of the child. 
One or the other muft give way ; and is 
it not evident, that youth ought to yield 

^to age, more efpecially when age is digni- 
fied with the parental name and author- 
ity ? A principle of accommodation muA 

•be included in filial piety ; nor will any 
virtuous child think it a hardfhip to bear 
with thofe, who have borne fo much 

^with him. 

To proceed.-— To the virtues already 
enumerated, a child will add obedience to 
parents in all cafes, wher€ their authority 
is lawfully exercifed. Filial obedience is 
moft folemlnly injoined in the gofpel. 
« Children, fays the £^ftle, obey your 
parents in all things." . This is only one, 
out o£ numberleis exhortations to the 
fame purpofe. Whether we liften to Mo- 
fcs and the prophets, tp Chrift and the 

* ' apoftles. 



. ii|)dSbe99' we fli^all fin4; that, on ^tis Kead» 
they ^rfpeafk 'the 'feme Jangiiage. 

But you will, aik. Is obe^iodoe 4»o .JW* 

r i!ents &faje4t to no Iimitatiofi^ ? Ou^tt 

' they to he h&ndfy obeyed f In orde^ to 

ikow-pidty at hfonae, and to YjE^mteithom, 

-ou^t their cofomasidS) lin ^ jc^ea> to Jbe 

. a &w to their children ? I anftvcir, no > 

cafes may be conceived, m which x^&^ 

' anoe to paremal authority would be an 

. indUpenfable tiutj^ Should a parent re^ 

^uire any thing in Itfelf unlawful, a child 

ought in cGoifcience to fdifobey • . No . hu* 

tnan authority idbsatever can 'd:)Uge us to 

folate the truth, or to do an unjuft ao* 

. tion. No magiftrate, no loafter, no pal** 

ent can give a fanction to impiety, de^ 

cttt^ or inhumanity-. Were .a parent fo 

loft to all :f(»fe of duty, as to fet up his 

•authority in oppofition to that of the 

great God, a* mooient^-^ r^edkion /would 

not be neceffary \sx carder to afeertain the 

proper .line of duty. In Xo ;plain . ^ , taS^ 

to faefitate would be ilfclf a xrime. 

. It appears, then, that .filial obedyboce 

. esctends (to.all cafes, <whaQh lie !m£yn the 

. iproper^eret of parental aii&oiity. Xlul- 

dren firould c^y their parents in call 

things, wiich they may reafon^biy use- 

quire. Sliay ace aoLbpund tOja&ag»nft 

the 
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tli€ diftatcs of confcience in compfitoc^ 
with the will of any beifig whatever* 1 
will go farthers At the command of a par- 
ent, a child is BQt bound to foFm a cofii^ 
neftion, or to engage in any profeffion, to 
w^h he hias an nnconqBerable aversion* 
1 mention thefe cs^, becaufe feme have 
qndMoned whether they did not come 
withim the Ulie of fiils^ duty* But if we 
refie<^, how ffiuch the haf^neiaf of out 
prefeiat exSftence depends upon the dome& 
tie connefiiens which we form^ 2XiA the 
bufinefs which we purfiie, we cannot but 
decide very diflferefttly on this fubjefti 
Our happindi'd id our all ; and though we 
ought to bear patiently many ifK:oaveni* 
ences, in- order to gratifjr thete to; whonl 
we are under obligations, yet we- csai-have 
no call to render ourMves complett?Iy nnC 
erable* 

Bi>t, upen ^uppofition parental apthor* 
ity fee lawfolly and reafonabiy exercifeidi 
obedience on the- part of children is indifi 
penfabk^ They- ought ^ in juftice and grat* 
itude, to fobmit to every regulation j 
whi<^ii fe not cetotrary4^atlie laws of Gpd 
ted their country ; and every parental 
requifition ought to have the fiprce of a) 
law, urtltf^ it iiivolvevin it'the'facrifice of 
every effentM-prefent enjoyment; Buty.it 
F is 
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isto be pFeftiitied, pireiits tviH not exetciFc 
their powers ualawfuHy or wantonly. 
We may, therefore, injoin obedience, in 
very general terms, as a proper Return fof 
tiieir goodneis. - 

JRf»^///.-— Should parents be reduced to 
want, children are uiider the tnoft facred 
obligation to provide for diem \ and in 
fudi a manner as their circumftances ihajl 
p^Auto aiid decency require. It is not e* 
nougfa, that they have me crumbs, which 
&U from a plenti&il table; they may 
daim a conuortable fupport, provided 
their children are bleft with the means. 
: In fi^our of this duty, we may produce 
the goieral confent of mankind. The 
heathens acknowledged its obligations, 
and enforced the oWervance of it by pofi- 
tive laws. Thfere was but one cafe, in 
which it was left to the option of a child 
^dni^ to 'fiipporC or abandon his parents ; 
alld^ thait was, where they had negleded 
to ' inform his miind, or to introduce him 
teibmi^ hoheft employment. When par- 
ents had sifted fo wicked a part, they 
cotdd not compel their children to main- 
V6si them. But in aU other cafes, the 
ottigation remained in force. 

That: thid iis a duty under the gofpel^ is 
a-pdnt fa pbBn^ that I iievdr heard it call- 
ed 



cdf in queftion. Had we no otber Cfu 
dence, than the reproof^ which our Sav^* 
lour addre&d to the pharifees, we could 
have no reafbnable doubts on this head» 
They found fault with his difcipJes for eat-' 
ing bread before they had waihed. Je« 
fus told them, that they were guilty of a« 
much higher oSenoe, and pointed out the 
particular inftance. The law command-^ 
ed^ Crying, " Honoui? thy father, and 
mother, and he that cur&th father or 
mother, let him die the death. But ye 
fay, whofoever &all my to hta father or 
mother, it is a eift> by whatfberer thou 
mighteft be pronted by me, aad honoUr 
not his father and mothei?,* he (hall be^ 
free." Thus, adds our Savk>ur, " haVe^ 
ye made the conimandin<Et of God of 
none effe£k by your traditions/' To un^ 
derftand this ps^fl^e, you will remember^ 
that to hmour^ m* fcriptuK language^ 
means to iupport a parent ; and thi$ wmt:. 
eiqprelsly command^' by the JewifhJow-. i 
giver* But theie phari&es^ by a^ mere flc* t 
tion, had contrived to fet afide tius' law« . 
If a^ child wo\ild come forward and :iiy» 
that he had devoted, to a facred uie^ that . 
which his parents nought lawfully daim,^. 
he might then leave th^ to perifh,^ 
How maax tookvth? ?dy%ntis? pfL^hia fio- •. 

tion,^ 
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tioa^'k IS impoiltble to afcertain ; for tic 
bonour of i^timan nature, \^e would hopte 
that Judea afforded few mftafiees of fuch 
dqpravity. But whether it did, or SA 
not^it is plain, from the indignation of 
our Saviour, that he efteemed' ike duty to 
provide for parents of ct^rnd oWigatfon*' 
The apbftle Pltil has Ufcewife expfefifed 
his fentiments on this fubje6:* ^ Btot if 
any provide ucJt for his awn, fefpedaHy 
for thofe of his own houfe, he hath deni* 
«d the feith, and is worfe than an infidd^^* 
Th^e words da, by .nt> means conrtff 

{he feirfe of the originil^ The apoftle 1$ 
lere fpeakin^ ,of the. 4uty of diiltjrtfn to 
Hmntain theif aged parents, (hduld they 
b^ in want j but, from an expreffion io 
the rt^st, it feems, that in order to derive 
this benefit, the ktter ought to live with» 
in the feme ^iJi^alls with the former. Btft 
yarhy ihould any fir'els be laid on tWs cir« 
cumftance ? whether aparcnt be of the 
ciuld's houfehpid cfr noty lie ou^ht to have 
a comfortable fupport. The truth is, the 
V?0rHs are not acoimtcly tendered j*^ 
th0y fliould run thus :— *• But if any man 
provide not fot his own (parents) and ef- 
ped4ily Wh^i thciy are of the houfehold 
\i, e. c£ faitlx) he hath denied the faith, 
msA is ^yfixtk than dn infideL'^ ;According 

to 
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tlus tranflatioQy the reafoning of th& 
a4X)iUe wiU be conclufive. Every chrif-^ 

' tian is obliged to provide for his indigent 
parents } even if they are heathens, he 
cannot excuie himfdf from this- duty. 
How indifpeoiable then his obligation ta 
aillf): them» when they unite the chriiliaz^ 
to the parental- chara(^er. To defcrt 
them in diis cafe, is ta deny the faith> ahdr 
beh^ive worfe than the inhdeli 

I have now iniified on thefeveral du*- 
ties incumbent on children ; and I would 
hope that all, who ftand m this relation,^ 
will pay a proper attention to the fubjeft^ 
My young friends of this fbdety I woiJd 
earnefily^ exhort to ihow piety at home j. 
and to endeavour to requite thofe whomt^ 
they rnuil view as their beft friends. 
This is decent, this is honourable, and it- 
is good and acceptable before God. The. 
Supreme Being is highly pleafed with 
every/ inflance of filial piety ; and he i^^^ 
juftly oflfended with, thofe who are defi-- 
dent in this re^d.^ 

Be careful, .then,- not to incur the di-^ 
vine difpleafure by ading a rude, ingratc- 

. ful, or rebellious part towards thofe, 
whom he hath commanded you to hon*- 
0ur.. Remember your many obligations,, 
and let it be your uudy to make a^ proper 
F 2 return- 




wtmrii. Cukmte the mofl: finale affec- 
tion, and let .your -suctions tcftify the grat- 
xtude of yoar hearts. Let the coxnmand& 
of yoar parents be received with cheerfol- 
ac&j and executed with pleafure. Con- 
fidt them on all important occafions, and 
reverence their advice. Their failin 
and infimdti6syau4Auft-^M¥fir with t 
mantle of charity. And fiiould they ever 
fiand in need of your affiftance, yon moft 
let it appear that vour duty is your de- 
Ught« Put y<»urfdlvcs in. their ^^ace, coti^ 
fider whafe you fhould es:pe&, then ga 
and do likewife. Some ^e, at the fame 
time, both parents and children, and they 
can eafily make the application to thenv 
felves. 

On fo ptaih a duty it 16 iinniBcefiary to 
enlarf^. To children, thtveSwc^ I would 
only lay, fhow piety at home, and requite 
your.par^its* Promoting their happtne&, 
you ^iM promote your own. The world 
will applaud yout amiable and dutilitfl 
behaviour ; apd ihould you be pafdttts 
youi/felves, you may ho]^^ that the mea£> 
ure w^Hoh you met^ wiU be meifured fO 
you ag^n. 
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BENEFITS OF PARENTAL RELIGION. 
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• 2 nM(yr^y, i. 5. 

WaRHS -t Ci&tL^ 'TO REMEffBR'AKCB TtTB VimiGll- 
BD .F'AitH THAT IS IM rtUUBp WHICH DWBLT^ 
FIRST IN THY GRAKDMOTHESL, J^OIS^ A,ND THT 
MOTHER, EUNICE9 ANP I AM P£&SUADSI> THAT 
is IN THEE ALSO* 

IT was the priviltege of Thnothy 
to have defccnded from peribns, whofc 
diarat^tecs rafte£ted the ^tendour of re- 
ligion ; and whofe \vh!& were an iUufira<s 
Sion of lis mcA facred duties* His grand-* 
motbisr Lois, and hh itother Eunice^' 
w^ eminent for their piety. Early in 
1^/they had inftitted the principles df 
pdigion into bis tender tnind ; nor were 
th^r inftrui^tiqns and example loft tipOfl 
thdir young charge. The evangeUft had 
eyes to behold the d^ins ^of Aenr virtue, 

and a heart not nierely to receive, btit to 

retain 
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retain their religious counfels. Whilft E$k 
mind was enlightened by the inftrudions « 
iptrhich he heard, his ambition was exdtedv 
by the adions which he faw. Hence the 
commendation in the text, fo honourable 
t^ Timothy, and to his yirtuoos re^ 
lations* 

It is not uncommon for perfons tx>^ 
value themfdves on account of thofe^ 
from whom they defcended. The anti- 
quity of their families ^ives importance 
to fome : others derive it from the hoa<«- 
ours which their anceftors fufiained ; 
from the riches which ^y acquired ; ^ 
from the company which they kept.j or 
the ftyle in which they Evcd. But hx^ 
more gratifying muft k be, to trace our' 
deicent from perfons who. were eminent 
£3r their wifdom and virtue. To be abler 
to rci^> that pur ancefiors were great 
and good } that they, w^e . an ornament 
tq human. nature^ and an example to the 
wodd^ ;. that they were difiinguifhed by 
thdf integrity, their benevol^ce, theii?- 
devotion, their patriotifin^ — ^muft be pro^ 
dudive ^f the moft exquifite p]eafur6s# 
JS^jgfpy are thoie, who^ have this founda** 
tioa K>r a laudaUe pride ; and fiill hap^*' 
pier they, whp^ whUCb they glory in the 
reputation, are difpofed to copy the w-^ 
tues, of their predcceffors. Of' 



t «9 1 

**Of tWs defcrlption, aicGording to the 
tefti'mony of the IpofUe, was the young 
c Vaiigelift whom he ' chofe for ■ h» com* * 
pamon and friend. Timothy was himfeif 
a good man ; and he had become fuch, 
in caridfeqtiende of the virlBous means em- 
ployed by his near rehitions on the female 
fide,^nd tke good exatopledifplayed by 
them; And may^ not retigions inftruc- 
tioiis'be difpcnfed to" as much adv^mtage 
at the prefent time? I^ there not as 
rtmth efficacy in a good example ? 
' In the 'following difoourfe, I fball en* 
dea^our to fhow the privilege enjoyed by 
thofe^ whofe defcent and early education 
refi^bie that of Timothy : a«d 1 fliall 
then point out the Obligati^Mis refbltlng 
froin circumftances fo fsrvotirafele to rel^-^ 
ibu^ improvement- 

/Iry?.-^The children 6iP chriftian palr^ls 
enjoy the benefit- of early iaftru^^n. 
They are taught, in 'the mor-ning ctflife, 
€6 'know the God 6f 'their-fetliers 4 and' 
to fisrve him with a perfellr heart, and a 
willihg mind* His facred chara^er is un* 
foMitrto thdm ; the duty of loiAng him 
fiipremely is eai^eftly in<5ukated ; and 
the confcqtrences -of difobeying him are 
dearly ftated. They ar^ lifcewife intro-i 
duced to the Saviour of-tocn ; they are 

^'' A . . ; .- made 
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made acquainted with, the virtues wHic& 
he exhibited ; with: the^ wonders which 
he performed j with* the truths which he 
revealed< f with the rules which, he pre- 
fcribed'; with the fiiflferings- which he en* 
dured ; with^ the cnid and ignominious 
puniihment ittBidttd on him '; and with , 
the cud .for which he died' on the crofe. 
His refurvedicm from, the dead, his af<±n« 
fion to hswcUy and his appointment ta 
judge the world, are alfo explained to the 
voung inquiren The gofpel is put into 
ai» hands ; he is taught to read it j to 
meditate on its iuterefting* truths,^ and to 
apply. rits faltttary rules. As his mental 
powers gaan ftcengih^ new commumca* 
tion$ are made ;- and as he grows in yearsj 
he adiondea ia the knowledge of Ooa ; 
and i)digion v of thofe virtues^ whicK 
coiifiitatea good diara^er ;? and of thofe 
habita, M4)ich.lay a foundation for immor- 
taV hfi^ne^.. Where parents are faith- 
fiil^: s^mI duldrea attentiTfe^ fuch are the. 
exerdotosiofi tht one^ iftd^the- improve* 
moiit^ «{f/the/ ©tier. ^ 

It. i8- beyond a iioubr^^tteit the undcrl ^ 
ilajc^ding^ tad heart ^f Timothy were, in 
thi^uBagmn^^.^ culch^ted by his pious 
friepds. i Convincted of 'the truth and ex- '' 
^dimsY ofrdig^o^ktesmfelV!^, they would 

-11 ..^ naturaBx* 
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iiaturally be folicitous to produce the 
fame cpnviftion in his mind. They 
would^ reflcift, that it is never too early to 
make good impreiSons j for which reaibn, 
the elements of religion would be incuts 
cated on their, char^y a»d the utmoft at- 
tention p^d to his morak. The unfeign^ 
ed faith, whicK was /&rit m his friends, 
and afterwards in Timothy, will jufiify 
this conclufiori. . The religion of the for- 
mer will paiily account; for the piety of 
the latter. 

But the benefit of religious inftrudioa' 
is! not the only favouraWe tircumftancc 
which diftinguiihes thofe, who have chrif- 
tian parents* At the fame time, that they 
are taught what God i&, and what their 
Saviour requires, m^afures are taken to 
carry the rules of religion into effeA* 
They are conduced to tlS? houfoof God j • 
and fubjedied to thofe i&lats^ reiftraiiits • 
which his day impofes# They are iufpir^ ^ 
ed with an early revereoce for &ered fea^ 
fons, and facred things. They: are fed to 
the throne of Ged, and encoura^d' to 
addrels him as their Fathec in heaven* 
Faifehoody impiety ,^ injuftice^ and unkkid. 
neis are reprefented to them as leaving 
^hind them the def^ieft' d^igrace, tod 
l^uiing to inevitable ruin. In a word, 

admonitions. 
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admomtiom, exhortations, reproofs, re^ 
wards, and punkQinients are en){^yed to 
gifve efficacy to inilru^ion ; and to coun* 
' tera<9: the temptations which are in the 
worid. Und^ fuch advantages do they 
begin life, whofe parents relemble thofe 
primitive chriftians celebrated by the 
apoftle. They have every thing neceffary 
for dodrine, reproof, correftion, and in» 
ftruftion in righteoufnefs. They are told 
what vices they are to avoid, what vir* 
tues they are to praftife : what they have 
to hope, if they conduct well ^ what they 
have to fear, if refractory, and difobe* 
dient« The moft engaging reprefentations 
of an invifible Parent, and an exalted 
Saviour, are made ' to them ; they are 
reminded of a future ftate, and future 
retribution ; and there is a conftant in- 
fpeftion of their behaviour, in order to 
aicertain the effects of religious inftruc- 
tion. Thus are they trained up in the 
way they fhould go ; thus are they eft- 
lightened by the IdJbns of true wifilom ; 
. thus animated to the performance of 
. every j^od wx)rk, aiadto the cultivatioa 
of every chriltian virtane. 

SecmdJy*- — ^The defceadants, and imme- 
<£atecharga,*of religiouS'perfons,have the 
benefit of a good example. They behold 

piety 
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piety and virtue carried into Ufc. They 
fee the operation of religious principles 
on the difpofition of thofe who profefi 
them, and on their external behaviour. 
This is a great privilege : for to what 
purpofe are inftrudHons difpenfed, unleis 
exemplified ? What good effeft can be 
produced by prefcribing rules to others, 
unlefs we obferve them ourfelvcs ? A 
contfadiftion of prafticc to profeffioh is 
eafily difcemed : and when difcoyered, 
it defeats the beft rules which can be fram« 
ed, and the mod: ^rneft exhortations 
which can be addreiled to thofe whom 
we would wife to perfuadc. Perfons of 
all ages, and particularly tlie young, arc 
more powerfiilly influenced by the exam« 
pie which they fee, than the precepts 
which they hear. In refpcft to them, 
anions are fair more perfuafive than Vords. 
A conviftion of this truth led the pfalmift 
to fay, " I will walk before toy houie 
with a perfeft heart/* And the fame 
conviftion led the author of our religk)n, 
and his infpired followers, to infift fo earn« 
efUy upon a diriflian example. - ^ 
And this exam^e i^ a bene£t enjoyed 
^ by thofe, who are the charge of perfons 
as unfeignedly devout and* circuttfpecl as 
thofe to whom Timothy was indebted for 
♦ G his 
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jiJAs iferipus^ impr«ffia9B6» Tb^. guides* of 
ids you4h pr;a&ifed d»i they laufi[ht. De^ 
ibriblag th^ {deafttr«8 o^ r^l^on, 'th^ 
could af^^eai to their own expm-iencer; 
and infiftin^on Us obligat ions, « they coul4 
refer to their own a£tiiona» as a p^ oof that 
they c^itedmed them n^ i](nre9&>nabk.A« 
bridgpmint . of r huniRttir* hberty^ He wa^, 
therefore, at> the. £Lmei\ tisnfi, inftru^ted 
and^GO&vinced^ eisjoghtened and anin^ted^ 
wa& iho^sm at'on«^ what reUg^on r^ 
qmres, smd what pure chriftianity is* 

And what may nol be reafon^bly ex^ 
pe&ed from^ fuch aeoncUKr^nce of prindi'^ 
pie and prafUce ? How improving mufir 
It be»totho£b who h^ve s^chara^r yet 
to formy to kxv€ continually before thdr 
eyeSf ^tems of fobriety, moral reAitude, 
and pietyv? How muft their affi^ons be 
esdte# by the Atwmt homage rendered 
%o the God o£hea(v«&9 of which they will 
be daily witaeflbs? Mow naturally will 
-tibey be led'- to revereaoe the truth), whenr 
they cd^ferve hov.itf laws arts jefpefted 
by-^hers ? ^w- ^(dU4t mcline thWi to 
govern thdirftfiffioas y, : to b^ <;ircmnfpe6t 
m thdr^ caikver&tk)il } t^ be tea^rate in 
all things^ to perfotm juft and benevo* 
lent' adicuas $ to be huntUe, raeek^ and 
<iOAdefceadii^ { to:bct> and to^do, what- 
ever 
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mtt region requires, ^^4ien their moFal^ 
iiiftni^rs af^ exami^as of fdtgoveni^ 
xnent, circuirifpe^ion, and evangelical obe^ 
dience ? Ood has fo conftitutcd the hu*^ 
man mind, that objects, propofed to its 
imitation, ihe^uld harire far more influence 
than general tules imce&ted for its direc- 
tion. Hence precepts may be ne^efted, 
Mrhen -example would be irrefiftible ; but 
when the one comes in aid of the other,, 
it is rational to hqpe,; that' the £ruits of 
religion may be produeed ; and that they, 
who b^hcrid its facred 'light, will »be per- 
feaded to gterify di«r Father who is in 
lieaven. 

Gemparing, thieif , tUc pdeialkr circufn* 
fiances of different per&ms ; the advan- 
tliges ^ith which fome, and the difadvan- 
tages under ^^hicb others, begin life, with 
how nrnth -reaf^rt may thc^ be congratu*- 
la ted 'Who have beiMi tSLtly taught the* 
duties of religion, and who have been 
familiar with none'bat the bcft examples ? 
©f fuch' it'is feiftlytnie, that their " lines 
have fallen to them in pleafmt pkccs*'* 
Whilfti the minds of others have been 
• Bfegle^ed, theirs have been cultivated 
and enriched. Whilft others have made 
tbftmi^ves vile, without being reproved, 
they: haw bcea impr^fied^ffa the evil oi 

finy. 
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fin, and terrified with its confequenc|e9» 
Whilft impiety and diflionefty, intempe- 
rance and malevolence, impurity and li- 
c3entioufnefs, have been the firft objefts 
prefented to others, their eyes have 
beheld the angel form of religion ; and 
their ears have heard only thcrfe virtuous 
communications which produce ' good 
manners. At a time of life, when moft 
fufceptible of impreffions, they have feen 
nothing to divert them from its duties, 
but every thing to infpire them with 
reverence, and excite them to obedience ! 
In point cf privilege^ they have, therefore, 
been raifed to heaven ; tor which reafon, 
a^fekmn account will beexafted of them 
at the great day. 

Having pointed out the lingular advan- 
tages enjoyed by thofe, who have been 
tau^t the principles , and duties of reli- 
^ori ; and have feen them carried Into 
piafticc,--^! proceed. Secondly^ to the obli- 
gation refuhing from circumftances fo - 
lav^urable to moral improvement. And 
how certain is it, that they who are thus 
difiinguiihed by the goochiefs of God, wijl 
be- without excufe, if they do not behave 
as modi better than others, as they have 
been more highly favou/ed ! Timothy, fo 
juftly commended in the te:ct, was a cred- 
it 
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it t6 his inftru^lers. In «arly life, he ap- 
peared fober and virtuous, becaufe he had 
Hftened to the guides of his youth ; had 
t^eaiiired up t&ir religious communica- 
tions i and followed their fleps. And 
rvery perfon, favoured as^ he was, Ihould 
iBake the fame return to his -virtuous 
friends. He {hould reniember how he 
has received, and whi^t he ha& hea»l ; -he 
fllould apply the warnings^ rq>roof5, snd^ 
iivftru<5Hons, whidi have been given to ; 
him ; he ihould examine bis temper aiid^ 
general behaviour^ and fee how^ iar they 
conform to the wife and good counfds - 
wiiich have been addi^iSbd to him ; and 
he (hould particularly inquire whether he 
has followed his "isftrufters, in thofe re- 
fpefts in which they were followers of 
Ghrift. The obligation to do as he has 
feen and heard, is indiipenfable : It mc^ 
eeOarily refults from 'the fituation in 
which the indulgent providence of God ^ 
has placed him. 

Hence, the peculiar ftrain in -which 
Solomon was addreffed by his expiring 
parent : " My fon, know tliou the God- , 
of thy fathers, and ferve hinpi with a per- 
hA heart and a willing mind ; if ihoa 
ficek him, he wiU be found of tbee^^^ but 
if thou forfake him, he will caft th& off 
Ga I for 
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toir ever." Hence, likewife, the hngoogt 
of Solomon him&lf ; *f My fon, hear t& 
infifudlion of tby faithqr, and forlake not 
the law of thy atother* Bind them con« 
tinually upon .thy ^art> and tie them 
about thy neck ; when thou goeft, it fhaS 
lead thee ; when tbou fleepeft^ it fhafi 
keep thee ; and when thou.awakeft^ it 
ihall talk with thee. For the command- 
ment is a lamp and thelaw a light, and r^ 
proofs of inftrudion' are the way of life.? 
Thofe remarlss are perfe£)iy juft f aiad 
they ihow how incumbent it is ofi all^ 
who, ia the charader ef the parent, h& 
bold that of the chiiiHan, to be patterns 
of moral reAitude, and early piety. 

To make no improvement under fucb 
advant^es is lugfaly criminal, and bafely 
in^atemL The guUt contraded by thofe^ 
nrho. hear inftrudions, and behold exans- 
ples of religion, without attending to the 
\imt^ or followi/ag the other, may be infer- 
ted iix>m the teftimony of our Saviour 
•watnft the thougbtle& aad diibbedient of 
his own age. He denounces the utmt^ 
diijpleaiiure of God againft thofe perfofo^ 
who had ex^oyed a large fliare of I& la- 
bours, but among whom they had ben 
ineffeduaL He obierres^ that they had 
'beenr raifcd to hoven^ ) * but that they 
r ihould 
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ibould be brought down to hett. AnA 
one article of accufation againft the Jews 
was this, that they had forfaken the God 
of their fathers.. It is particularly e:s:peA- 
ed^ and fdemnly required^ by the moral 
Governour of the world, tiat they who 
bave been early taught the- way of righ- 
teouihcfs ihoulid not tutn from the holy 
commandment. Foe £uch peifons. to< for-* 
iake the ilatutes and judgments of the 
Lord, is to R& againA the ftrongeft con* 
vi^ons of duty ; and confequently to 
.expofe themfelves to the utmc^ difjdies^ 
fure of tbeir Maker. They are without 
exaife, becaufe thdir difobedience does 
not arife from ignorance ; does not "pro- 
ceed from the wa^t of motives to be 
good, or the want of examples of moral 
goodnefe ; bat from perverfene6, and a 
ftubbornr coateB)|>t c£ the dindne aok- 
thority^ 

They, who aft v^ufiy, imder all the 
advantagies wdbich I liaire^ deftribed^ mayr 
be like wife charged with .the ba&ft- is- 
^titude.. PerfonSy who have a 'ftreng 
confidence in the truth oB rdigkHi', and a 
{NTofound re%ed for its ilfities, caanot be 
more gratiied, than by behotdii^ the 
fruit of their labours. The dipa&k John 
has admirably cjpreBkd the icntiments <tf 

every 
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every chriftiui para»t, and reli^us ik^- 
ftroaer : *n have no greater joy, tlAK 
to bear that ixiy oMldren walk in tho 
truth.^' And: how . esq^effive are tbe 
words of tbe "Wtfe man of mhax maaxf 
€^ers have, ^kperiented : . '^^ My fon, if 
^ heart .be wife,^ my faeayt ^batt rqoite^ 
eyen mine :j yea, my reins^fliall tbe gkd^ f 
when thy lips fp^^c: m^ht things/' Con-*- - 
fidering the intereft iraich/petfons of ^eal 
princt]^ and Piligioa take in ' ^he viptu^ 
ous improfreoEients q& their oi^^ng, bow- 
ean they be morc' mounded than fey^fee^ 
ihg the iftflfficaey of -thttr labours } Is it 
not, then, m ingmtcfeil as -it is criminsd,. 
in thofe who ae(cended from them, to * 
defpife iJiftnii^on, and* rebel agaiiift re«^- 
proof h 

• Further t— It ^defervw <onideratibff5% 
wbether^a -dejpartnre from- the >cottimand«'- 
mefit early deliTered, docs not inwflTe a ^ 
|ieAe£Hon on oiir -cetigioiur anceftors ; or r 
4P00urage -afftt^eftiok lo their <jQiadvan« ' 
tage? fa it not vfrtuaOy an infinnatiofi 
that -they ^dre not in private what they* 
appeared'ti^ be inpubliek ; and that tb^ 
1»epe undefenriAg of <he chara&er which 
^ey Jbad affumed ? in plain words, when 
the children of 'parents reputed virtuous, 
become Uceatioiis and pit^igate, do they 

• ^ not 
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not in^efieft tdl the world that they cf- 
toem their progaiitors either very weak, 
or very infiflcere ? Though their tongues 
may be filent, yet do not their anions 
utter this adumny ? They, who would 
refent fuch an infinuation if it proceeded 
-from any other (|uarter^ ihould be careful 
ijot to encourage it by their own beha- 
viour. 

The fubjeft of thig difcourie deferves 
the fer ious attention of all who are called 
either to arfminifter, or to receive, in- 
llrudion. It renniinds the parent of his 
duty to thofe who look up to him for re- 
ligious information, and for a pattern of 
thofe naoral excellencies which are the 
glory of human nature. Every • perfon, 
who confecrates his offspring to the great 
Go4) whether it be done before few or 
many witneifes^ does, with all the folem- 
nity of an oath, declare himfelf a believer 
of the chrifUan rdiigton. He, likewife, 
fw^ars to the God of heaven, that he wiH 
educate his chsurge in its principles and 
duties. What, Uien, muft be the future 
confequenoe of fetting light by that reli- 
gion ; and fb far from teaching them to 
reverence, teaching thiem to defpife it ? 
Can any perjury be cooipared with this ? 

Will any part of humau condu&, at the 

great 
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great day, be lefs capable of jumficationv. 
tiian that which I have now mentioned t" 

The thought of that tribunal, before 
which we muft all appear; fliould lead 
every one, particularly every parent, to 
inquire what exaitijde he has fet ; and ♦ 
Kow he has difcharged the duties of his ^ 
ftation. We may make light of a future 
account ; but we are guilty of tnadnefs ' 
fa fo doing. To ftand charged of having . 
heglefted a moft folemn duty^ of having ;. 
violated a moft facred promife, of having . 
been wanting . in natuipal' aiFeftion, mult 
Al us with horrour, even in contcmpla- - 
tion. Wherefore^ to avoid the reality, 
fet thofe, who have engaged to maintain.' 
the truth of religion,, and to -promote its ^ 
influence in the hearts of thofe, whom 
God has committed- to their care, be 
faitbfol both to 'him, and to them. iSo 
may they, reafonably hope that their im- 
mediate defcendants may be an honour to : 
them, and'ia monument of their fidelity. . 

Tbey^: wbo^ are dcftined to receive in-- 
ftruftian, fhould jflfo rccoUeft the fubje^; 
of this diifcourfe ; and make the folemn 
application to themfelves. They fliould' 
be grateful to Gotf ,' l3ff ough whofe good* 
providence, they have the means of ac- 
(jpiring chrifiian knewledge, and learn* 



ong fhe will' and defies of their Maker'; 
ilt ihould be tl)leir fenous^ concern to be* 
come eminent for thofe virtues, which 
Irimothy di^feyed in early life, and which 
were the. firuits of faith unfeijffned. A 
ienle of honour, i^ratitude, and Mai piety^ 
fhould unite theit influeaice -; and ihould 
incline them to conform with cheerfulne& 
to the law^ of rdi^oB* If reU^n is of 
any confequence, it is never too early to 
commence an acquaintance with it. Wc 
' cannot too foon e^^mine its dodrines and 
precepts ; and come to a fixed determt* 
nation, whiHl we believe the one, to obey 
the other. To you, therefore, who have, 
from early life, heard of the bleffcd God 15 
to you who have been informed of his 
goodneis,. and have experienced his mer- 
cy ; to you who have heard of the love 
of Chrift^ and the falvation purchafed by 
h» deaths to you who have heard his 
|)recepts recited, and his chara(^er de£b*ib^ 
cd, let my eounfel be acceptable. As 
*^u have heard and feen, do, and tba 
^Qod of peace &all be wkh you« Jmmi 
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2 JOHN, ▼. 4. 

I REJOICED GIIBATLY9 THAT I FOUND OF THY 
CHILDREN WALKING IN THE TRUTH, AS WS 
HATE RECEIVED A COMMANDMENT FROM THE 
FATHER. 

V IRTUE in early life is peculiarly 
en^ging. When young perfons take a 
fenous turn) I know of nothing that fo 
endears them to their friends^ and ex* 
cites fuch flattering expe^ations in all 
who are acquainted with their charader. 
And to a parent I cannot conceive of a 
higher gratification than toy^^ bis children 
walking in the truth. Some there are, 
who have been fo greatly favoured ; 
fuch was the eled lac^, to whom this 
epiftle was addrefled. This venerable 
chriiUan was not only a remarkable in- 

fbmce 



ftaiiee of piety hcrfelf, but flie was tifefled 
^th children v^ko had imbibed faer ^pbrtt, 
-.and were followers of her example. The 
apofiie therefore cotigratialates her on the 
occa£on. He afiures her, that the teiii* 
per and bdiaviour of her diiidren gave 
him &niible pli^ure. He rnras glad for 
her lake, for thetrX for his o^n, and 6n 
account of h» M*fi^, tint tfacf <lifcover* 
ed fuch early itgns of religion* " I re^ 
jcked greialy (&ys he) that IJiuhdtby ciiU 
dren malkingin the truth, as ^ce havet$cein)* 
eda cmnumdmnt from the FiOher*** 

In difcourfing upon thde words, I 
ihaBr— F/jy^--confider the gofpd under 
the general defcription (;>iiM truth. Sic* 
cndly^nxiuire what we are to u^etfiand 
by loalkinginthB truths 91Wr^/^-«-«ndeaV- 
our to &OW that this is not incompetent 
to the age and capacity of young perfeas. 
Fmrthly — ^infift upon the fkdtyby mfertillg 
to inftances ; irf early piety. '^F^hly^^^^ 
quire by what itie^ins the young -mSfid 
may be formed to religion. Aiid,JQ^/- 
/y^the exquifite pleafure it muft -gl^e to 
their parents^ connexions, friends^ {(ttd 
indeed all, who have the intei^ of reli*' 
gion at heart, to fee yoimg |)el-lbns iudh 
an exception to the fdSies andvatiilies of 
the age. 

H ^^ ttrji 
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Ftrji^^ am to - confider the gofpd 
, xinrdcr the general idea of truth ; for it is 
v4o the chriftian religion the apoftle un- 
: vdoubtcdly refers in this place ; and very 
' fiew words are neceflary to fliow the pro- 
i;«j)riety of this term. The gofpel is the 
truth, becaufe it contains a divine reve- 
lation. ' All 'nations of the earth have 
their &cred books ; but excepting thofe 
of Jews and chriftians^ they are mani- 
. feftly an impoftiire. Upon examination, 
. there appear fuch evident marks of 
human, contrivance^ that no perfon can 
ferioufly qtteftion their original. What 
is fsdd of their idols may be applied to the 
iacred books of heathen nations ; " They 
arc vanity. and a He. They, who made 
. them, are like janto them, and fo is every 
one who has any faith in them." But 
. the gofpel is eminently the truth ; it is a 
r^ydation of the true God ; it inftrufts' 
. Uft^in 4lis true character, will, and defigns 
refpc<Eting the human race ; it points out , 
. the true way to acceptance and falvation j 
. it exhibits a true atid rational fyftem of 
feith and praftice ; and it is confirmed 
. by the death and rrfurreclion of the faiths 
r ful and true Witnefs. The gofpel bears 
..every mark of a divine revelation : confe- 
i^xently, as proceeding^frojn a beiiig who 

. cannot 
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CSLttnot deceive, the fyftem itfelf may be' 
jfeprefented under the general idea of' 
truth, ' Thus our Saviour himfelf fpeaks 
of. it in hi^ laft prayer for his apoftles : 
" San<Sify them tlirough thy truth : thy- 
word is? truth/* But the reafon of this 
y particular mode of e:£preffion is fo obvi- 
ous, that it were lois of time to iniift ' 
more largely upon the fubjeO:. 

•I pi'oceed, ikcTif Secmtdlyy to iiiquire 
what we are to underjftand by " walking' 
in the truth J^ And I appi^hend, the 
meaning of the apoftle to be- tiHs^— That 
the children of the* eleft hdy;^ like their 
venerai^e parent j were, ferndy perfuaded 
of tl^e truth of chriftianity \ and that 
they lived conformably to tl^ir feith.— • 
Firji^ they aflented to* the truths con- 
tained in the gofpel revelation. They 
believed its difcoveries rdative to Goc^ 
hiB moral government, the ftatebf man-- 
kind, the neceffity of a^ Saviour, the 
appointment of Jefus Chrift to this iiftperr 
tant office, his miracles, death^^^d refur- 
redion, a future exiftence beyqndvthe 
grave, and the happinefe or mifery confe^ 
quent upon a prefent courfe of behaviour. 
All thefe are uncjueftionable dodriiies of 
the gofpel ; and they, wht^^walk in the 
truth, believe tbem with . their whole 

hearts. 
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ieart^ SOttie, indeed, bave^beeR-lneltbid^^ 
to think that, it was: of- 110 conibqueiic^ 
"wliat a man bcliev^^ provided his life? 
was- good : but this ia an- idea . taken up 
without due es^tnination. Without ftith* 
in i chriftianity, there cannot be a giood 
life m the fenfe of the gofpel* ^ F^th: itt 
the religion of Jefiis is: the foundation of 
evangelical obedience. That we bdievfei 
is one- of its exprets command^^ Toptt'^ 
tend^ therefore^ to the Kfe of 2 dhriitiaa 
without hi^ faith, i9 Che greatefl: aUuttdityi 
imaginabku 

But you will iky^ what isr a tiKtA to. 
believe f chrMliiaiis so^e^vety-imieh^lilviikd 
in: f<intiment^ - "Wliat due omtotcesfas a- 
gpif«l verity^ another rejcQ»:} an^eviMi 
the- mod! (Sfcacning n^id» cannot' pom 
feQ3y accQpdi in the interpretation of fbrtp*. 
tiaire. The - faft is true^ but ftiB the- con-- 
dnfion, ufuaify draWn fcom iti wiUbnofc 
fcJlOw.. Jffiver&tv- of- fentJment there: 
abvdya has been: w tte- chriftfcut chuwshc 
But- t^>0]i whftt points hafve^nfien difflbred^^ 
Not in* regard to^ the eflfentids of religion,, 
but tibingsj for the mofr part, of ^ the leaftr 
ixx^asin^He importance. The fsi&s related- 
by tb^ evangdifts, partictriaiiy^ the mira». 
clesi deaths and idTuimftion* of thdr Maft; 
tef^ .tfa^ rulcat of cqttdt)a3 fc wMcfa' he; injgin^ 

cd. 



cd, and the life and immortality, whicfr . 
he brought to Ught, have feldom been a 
fxifcjeft of difpute : yet thefe are the 
effentrals of his religion j and they who 
affcnt to thefe articles, may be faid tO' . 
believe on the Son of God. 

But the afient of the underflanding is 
not all that is intended by walking in the 
truth ; there mmft be the temper of the 
gospel, and a life conformable to its laws. . 
Ji^ orthodox faith wiJi not be fu£cient . . 
to. denominate a man a chriflian, unlefs 
it work by love, and purify the heart. , 
To fuperficial observers : it =may be a fuf- . 
ficiejit. recommendation ; asid m^ny.per- * 
fans rank high with them, whofe life and 
converfation are very exception^le. The . ^ 
fentiments they entertain, ate efteeiped 
more <than a compenfation io^.- their . 
imnaor^ities ; biut if we may believe our. . 
Saviour, the moft perfect adl^er^nee . tpj 
the doftrines of hisjreligion will be of: no-, > 
avail, unlefeit be accompanied withps * 
corre^onding Gouxie -of behayiour ; and ' 
it is reafonabk, that the tamper and. life 
of a chriftian Ihould be. made the teft of ■ 
hia religion,,} for of wfc^t confequepcercan 
it be to l?elieve, unkls we praiflife ? . Can it " 
bq knaginqd>»t%t>pui;,.aflpnt to the Wing ^ 
aiKl pcrfqftioj^s ,p£^ <iod will, be, of any . 
:,; H 2 ^ " ' avail. 
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world? that ourr fai«h in his Soii* mlt 
qtralify U6 for hea^lsn, if wsr^y noTegwd^ 
either to hi^ precepts 6r rsatnpleii Wb 
may b»Ueve in: a judgmMl todooie, audi 
a future ftatc ;' yd if:?v«i% be twvray coik 
darned' to prepaipe foor the tme^ and^ to 
becoiAe iMei^fted in tho othaT) oud a^fentt 
to tbefe dbdrine^ vrilliosily aggta^ate oucr 
condemxifation^ In the Mrly dnW&arid^ 
faith ^^q-^ghtby workS) and by) m^orh^ 
ivw made pepf e^ {-and^'flieh was its'0|»er^ 
atjite in the peribns £> highly opnitnanA^ 
cd: by " th& apoftle ; ofhtt^m^ be^ immld 
fiior hai^ bl^o^it^d^ibdb an enooii^tn vf^ - 
bn^ theM, oi^ 'ba^^e congi^tuhted ^thct r paov- 
ent on their account; 
- '"^im ^lk}% ih tiie nrath^is not iqotai^ 
pet^t'tdf the age and' moral abiMty^^oi^ 
"^mw^ pdrfttrfs, is the Third thing* I- ^rou 
pofed^l^ cohider. It i» tree, titeir ti^idA^ 
^aji^ do HOt.qualtf)^ them M jiid^ ofi 
^every dodt'iiieNOi^f^^ttiaijon ; nnmy misjgt' 
ifoiT^ined in^tbif goi^t esceed th«l^4s(M» 
p^t9Aii»n : bm^ % ^v^ early )lfe^ tboy* ^ 
nfiay ui*^%l*ft2^d^'ft) ftnich of tto diliftisi^ 
fyl^sfn, a&-ty»^ k^O)«r*^i!n^ getietalirvvlMit^ iIk . Z 
mor^ gcKMi, and^v^t th^ ]MUb^h»^ ? 
req^wd'^'them^^') il» i&ilA^may'Msnpffc^ ^ 

hetf#tbeA^ttfttlfci^^^4Mit tbMKM^OiGREiilv a^ J 

moft ^ 
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mDft podfier&l, wife, and benevolent^ B^. 
j% ;*^tkat he is: the Parent, BonefaAory 
ax)dw31'b& the final Judge c^ mankind j^^^ 
that he^ (0 laved; the ^iworld as^ to fenda^ 
iMft gloittoiif per&nage, %led his^ 3a% 
t0<blef9theii@-by' turning- them ftXH«> th^ir 
imqmtteG.^«-M?hatr in profeouting^ this b^- 
nevcA»t worlk^ be loft> hi« innocent life^ 
but tteit^ it* wasa i>e(bM^ftd .to-him on the 
, tbtni'day* ; that he no\9^ liyes^ inheaven^ 
vdicFe 1)0' ^ bighl$^ rflwaitied forJbis ob?^ 
dieoce tintQ death \ apd that all, who^ 
lik» him, fMT God; and- keep- hiroomr 
nnmdnKnts, WU hereafter iharerhi^^gl^irifi^^ 
and happindk Thefe; pN^n tniuis? 9- 
child may £[> £»* comp^i^eiRd^y as tcr yp^- 
a rational afient to them** . » r 

j^nd as he o»y be iilibudi9d>injtfitefe^ 
firft^ psfncif>l0s of reUgipn^ fo if is yUff 
pofilUk)>i that they fi^uld produce their 
nK^ral e£Sfc^ npmi his. h^i« and.^ li^ 
Ajtoikiiid ai^ made for roUgieyn* i^^^^ne 
MODfen can ^ be* a0i^a«iS^ why ar chik^fli^ukl ^ 
4U)t be tmined up ta4snow^»d lo^ Ood*,, 
ta honour* and /obey JeAiis^ Chi^ftj to i\d^ 
xsaV to the authority o# a pai^nt } to 
fp^^ the^tirmh all¥ay9'| and> to be ^jioft' 
aisd'l^dr to ^iparfojDR^, Ift ,v^erf earfy* 
li% £>sfie'id€n^of A.ftitiwe^i^!Ji\»y; W 
coanoKmiGattdl jistid^lye^n^^e di^m^^ 
! /.i thence 
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thence in. favour of a good Hfb may • 
be urged upon a vefy young mind. The : 
plain truth is, whatever is euential in rcli- . 
gion is fuited tip every age and capacity* 
Neither the chriftian faith, nor the chrif- . 
tian Kfe, are fo my fieri ous as many would 
make them, A child may, by good in- 
ftruftion, and a good example, be fo Im- 
proved in knowledge and goodnefs, as 
to be faid to " w^k in the trulh^ as voe 
have received a commandment from tin » 
Father.^* 

- But— fj??^r/y&^— there ate infiancei^ of 
early piety, which inconteftibly prove the 
edacity of young peribns for a Hfe of 
rdigion* The chddren of the eleft lady 
were found walking in the truth. This is . 
affertejj by the apoule j asnd we Jiave no 
reafon to fuppofe that he fpake the lan- 
guage of flattery. Samuel was likewife 
early diftinguilhed for his piety ; and ei 
Tinwtby it is faid, that '* from a child he 
had known the holy fcriptures^ which - 
were able to make him. wife unto falva- 
tiph, through feith which is in Chrift • 
Jefus/* And ther^ are other examples, - 
which concur with thofe already men- ♦ 
tipne^, to prove-thftt we are early fiifcep- : 
tible oJF religious impreffiojis, and that, at ^ 
no period of Hfe^ virttiow habifc toay be^ 

' "^ more 
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mcwc' eafily formed. I have ricr doubli 
but). within; tkeciccle of our acquamtance, 
MK caft all recolkct iofiances whidi abfuni' 
dantljrjuiHfy thiSf rciinarJb; Havfrwe not 
each» among the. number of. our younff 
friends, tho^ who ajp^ear to have minm 
unpoUuttrd«by ifinful luiis^ and hearts :ibrmi- 
ed: tor reUgion ? are there, none, who^ 
in a judgment of charity, remember . 
thear Creator in the days of thmr youth;, 
and difcovcr a pnoper concern to be better 
s^cquainted with his charader, and more 
conformed to hii will? are there none 
amongp the riiing generation wha evi*/ 
dently n4UiIk. in the truth ? Though child* 
hood^and youth are vanity, yet fome feeds- 
of viitue have not: been inc^E^duaUy fown 
inc do^ jmxng h^t.. Some- youth thera 
ane^ whofe Sdoua turn, is a happy indi* 
cation of: thdii inward fenfe of reUffion ; 
aod leads us.> to anticipate, with uni^eak*^ 
able j^afure^ their, iuture progreis in> ^ 
piety^ 

Bat¥^EtjftJkfyr^it may be proper- to in« 
quire b^ what probable means they have 
beear fo early formed to the temper and 
life. o£ a: diriitian* Ami with r^pfsd. to 
thefe who are commended in tht tenit, 
no: doubt the pioi^s iawru^on^ and' ex« 
ample of^th^ parent^were die means^ 

under 
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under Gocb, of their receiving the trtitK>' 
and walking in it. We* may eafily con-; 
ceive, that upon her own converfilon, fhe 
became very folicitons for : that of hsx* > 
charge. With ^very good, parent, this 
will be a moft important coficeni. The' 
elect lady, we may therefore ftippofe,-. 
was par,ticularly attentive to their reli-^ 
gious education j . and whilft fee inftruft^ 
cd them in th^ principles of the gofpel,- 
that Ihe wa$ heifelf a bright example oft ' 
all its virtues. 

And it is. in. this^ way "every child^ 
mufi' be trained up> in the way he fhcnild 
go." Their jKirent8,s their guardians, or 
whoever is intrufted with t-he education . 
€f young perfonSi muft early attend to 
the culture of their hearts. Thcry mufb 
inform them of the: exifience, and moral ' 
character of God y they muit inftil into- 
their tender minds the love and reverence- 
which are duer tso^ him ; they muft ac- 
quaint them with his benevolent defigns- 
refpe£kipg thehxmianjrace j> and* the meaf- 
ures, which he \3QB tab&n for their recov-- * 
ery, and which: are now in operation : . 
they muft early pat in to* their . hands the 
holy fcriptures, particukrly the : writings . 
of the evangelifts. and ^pofiles- \ and from- * 
that ineftimablf treafuce of wUfdom, they 

. * y muft 
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-imjft iearn their duty to God, to Jefus 
Chrift, and to their fellow-creatures. 
S?7hilfl; the beft inftruftion is conveyed to 
their minds, a good example muft illuf- 
trate and enforce every moral leflbn. In 
vain»does a parent recommend religion to 
his child, unleis he goes before him ih the 
path, of duty. The influence of a bad 

« example will be more injurious than can 
eafily be imagined ; it will make a far 
deeper impreffion than the beft moral pre- ' 
>xepts : confequently, whiHl the preaching 
and the practice are fo very different, the 
feaibn for early improvement will be irre- 
coverably loft. 

Nor is this all ; the manner of inftruft- 
ing deferves , attention. Many parents, 
who have the moft tender concern for 

. the future well-being of their chifdren, 
who are anxious to bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lordj and 
who are examples of the duties which 

. they recommend,— many fucH parents 
labour in vain, becaufe they go injudi-' 

. cioufly to worik. They crowd and op- 
prefe the. young mmd with inftruction ; 
,or they begin with the lefs obvious parts 
of religion ; or they burden the mem- 
ory with words, fiq>poiing that* ideas will 
iereafter foUow of courfe* By this inju- 

didous 
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ifidous inetliod of iii{hruAing,:ah coirty 
di%ui): is excited in the mind ; and'thtit 
becomes an intolemUe burden, .irMch 
"ought to be its gseat delight. 

To kfaour with ' the pr<^pe6l of ^fu<{cefi| 
a 'very diSereat method fiiouM be ipur* 
filed. The moft xA^vious principles ;of 
religion Ihould be firft propofed j and 
they ihould be urged when the nand 
&emed beft prq>ared to receive tbem. 
The kfibns of infttudion iht>uld be very 
fliort) and they ihould be frequently le'* 
peated. Not only on the Lord^s^tay, 
but at all other times, the parent flunild 
take occafion to inculcate feme rdigioas 
truth, or make fome ufefiil remark to his 
young charge. In diis way, a* foundation 
might be laid for eminent attainments 
in after life ; and we have reaibn to 
think, that, in this way, the moft exem^ 
plary chriftians have been .formed to 
the knowledge and pra&ice of virttore. 
Certain it is, tharmuch of the whckedneis^ 
which prevails in the world, may be tm* 
ced iq) to the want of a good 'eduoation 
in early life. The mind is " fv&Tcd to 
contra^ bad habits/which a more4ulvan- 
ced ftage of reafon cannot correfl. 

I now proceed to obfcrve, in the L^ 
place, the exqui&te^pleafiure itmuitofford 

their 
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t))air pdtm% conpexions, and finbnds, 
^nd indeed, ^ who have the interefts of 
religion at heart, to fee young perfons 
iiich an exception to the follies and vani- 
ties .of the ,age« The apofile fays, that he 
rejoiced greatly that the children of his 
venerable friend were found walking in 
. the truth J ancl he would not have Ee^n 
,a chriftian if thdr early virtue had not 
been to hini a fource or joy. What can 
be more pleafing than the exemplary beha- 
viour of youth ? as they advance in ye^rs, 
to fee them advance in wifdom, can any 
%ht ^be more aUuring ? 'mufl: it not 
endear them to the woril perfons ? and 
to men. of any religion, muu it not afford 
the happieftprofpeft ? how muft it rejpice 
the jfaithful minifter to fee the children of 
his flock walking in the fear of the Lprd ? 
He is appointed to explain and enforce 
the duties of religion : to behold /uch 
fruits of his labours muft, therefore, give 
him .unfpeakable pleafure. 

Society likewife muft derive great fatif- 
.fadion, when its young members appear 
to be.promifing charafters. But mpft of 
all will the parent exult, when thofe, who 
are deareft to him, have made that happy 
choice, which will. greatly endear th^m 
both to God and man. : he has not , the 
I faelings 
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teeEn^ of a father, who could be capable 
of a higher gratification : a wife fon muft 
make a glad parent ; and of aU fubje^W 
it muft be the moft proper for congratu*-^ 
lation, when the childreB of onr iriends^ 
appear to be the children of God. Hap<^ 
py, happy parents, when you can lookr 
round on fuch an amiable charge ! W^ 
congratulate you on your profpefts ; we- 
congratulate you, not becaufe your child r 
has merely entered life, but becaufe he ha$> 
entered it with honour : not becaufe he^ 
has a good uhderftanding, but a goodheart : 
not becaufe he is pofleued of what is fafli- 
ionably ftyled the graces^ biit becaufe the. 
grace of God, which bringeth falvation> 
nath not been beftowed in vain : not be- . 
caufe he merely attends to bufineis^ but be* 
caufe he attends to that good part, which 
cannot be taken from him : not, in one 
word, becaufe he bidjs fair to be a man of ; 
learning, feme, power, or popularity, but 
becaufe he exhibits the fair beginnings of «. 
an esempljHTy. chriftian. On thefe ac- . 
counts we congratulate the parent j and , 
to a religious parent there c^nbt be a 
more proper fuojed for congratulation. 

'That you may e^>erifi^e this joy, let 
me recommend th^ eariieli: attention to 
your ofiTsprihg. Soon as their young minds 

are 
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acre capable of refled:ion, begin with t&c 
eafieft principles ; advance to other points 
as they advance in ftrength ; reprove, 
rebuke, and inftruft in all righteoufnefs ^ 
to precept add the force of your own 
eMfictpk J exhort them to be followers 
of' you ; and do you be followers of the 
liord Jdus. Thus attentive and perfever- 
ing, you have a profpeft of doing the 
ffioft eifential fervice. No pains^however, 
can cnfure fuccefs, Nbtwithftanding all 
your labours, you may behold in your 
ittccdOTors, finfol youths^ and children 
vmd of underftanding. Should this be 
the cafe, you will have the confcious fatif- 
faiJlion that you have not negleftcd your 
diuty, nor contributed to the mifery and 
rran of thofe you love. The event you 
muft leave to providence, but with all 
diligence you muft ufe thofe means, which 
God, in his wifdom, has appointed for 
the formation of virtuous habits. To 
this you are bound by the moft folemn 
eagagements : upon the dedication of 
your ofispring to the Moft High, ^you 
pfomifed to ** bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord ;** let 
not a violation of this pron!)ife hereafter 
rife up in judgment againft you. 
And the young Jet me e^ort, on their 

< feait„ 



part; to receive with meeknefs tlicfe iii- 
ilruftioiis, which are tilteii3ed for thdir 
fptrituai goodi Eadeavoiu: that your 
hearts be eftablilhed in the truth ; confiilf? 
the gofpel, if you would know what yoii 
are to bdieve and praftife. If you wouldt 
difcover the truth as it 16 ih JefiUs^ k muft 
be by the commandment which we have 
r^teivcd flrbiff the Father^ The writinga- 
of the evangelifts and apoftles contain our 
reUgion ; to us chrifboffi they are the 

gi^otind and pillar of trxlthv Wherefore^ 
udy them with* a feilouft' and hun$Me^ 
ii^lid> and ydui^ undetftanding wQl ai&r- 
edSy be a^iig^tened in all- ttuiigs reqti^te 
td youf felvatidn. 

But having difcovered the truth, be 
atrefui td wtt& therdin j let your reft, 
^lous kndWl<6dge have aa tnfailittg ipflb-^ 
eAce over ydii* fife j be chriftbnSj, is in' 
fpeculatioii, fo in praflS^e j add t& ydu^ 
feith virtu* and iBthe ^hriflSan graces^} 
M thefe be in- yb* an^ a*k)6nd j thrtt 
yAH )rotk be an ornamerit to fociety, ifld 
td' youif Barents in ux&Wlkable coiAfdrt. 
Th^ mVL blefs €fod KHT the grwe be- 
ttowerf oxi you ; ind ifnS f ak-e a generous 
.p#kle' In your improvements. Updn the 
ilage of Kfe you will appew witft <fiftin- 
guilfeed teputatiort } atid hereafter ydu 
w3I fldnc with fi:^eriour luftre. jimen. 
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^tpmn VI. 



IMPORTANCE OF AN EARLY KNOWL- 
EDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 



» TIMOTHY, nii 15. 

AJID TtfAT» FB.OM A CHILD, THOU HAST KNOWM' 
THE HQLY SCRIPTURES, WHICH ARE ABLE TO 
MAKE THEE WISE UNTO SALTATIOW, THROUOB^ 
FAITH9 VH1CH 18 IN CliRlST JJSSU8* 

It is the misfbrtuxie of fome to have: 
defcended from parents,.from whom they 
received no good ixifimdion in their 
tender years ; and irom whole example 
they could learn neither wi£ibm nor 
Tirtue. It is the happinefi of others, to 
have> derived their aefcent fmin perfbns 
e£ a very qp^ofite charafter ;. through 
the good providence ©f CJodi. tKey were 
born, of parents^ who were well acquaint- 
ed with the nature of religion, who felt 
lis divine power on their hearts, and dif- 
^yed its excellency in their lives. Hence 
la advancing. 



advancing in -life, they have advanced fa- 
wifdom ; and growing in years, they 
have ^^ grown in hvQvx both with GocI 
and num.'* 

Thus happy in his early connexionsL 
was Timothy, the friend and &Ilow-Ia*. 
bciurer o£ St« Paid^ This amiabte youth: 
was^ bora at Lyitnu His father was at 
devout Oefttite ^ his nfoth^ a devout 
Jewels* According to an ancient reading,, 
the latter was a widoW', tkt the time her 
fon embraced cbriftianity. His early edu-- 
edition had been jfupennteAdcd by two^ 
perfons . of eminent piety, namely, hisi 
mother^ aad her parent, o£ whom vary 
honour^^bk mention is made by the apof-- 
tie* Intruftcd with the care of Timothy,, 
thdte excellent females did not neglefb 
th^diarge; but they give all diH^nw 
to Infpire him with fentiments of earfjr 
|>ietyj and to difpofe him to lite conform-^ 
abty to the rdigion of Mofes.. Thdr 
labour was not loft : both his head and 
hi^ heart WCTC capabk of cultivation.. 
The latter ippeats froin the mahly anti 
teiiglous virtues, which adoi^ned his cha^-»^ 
a^et y and, in ptpdf of thfe ft)*mer, we 
havie tlb^ apoftoUt commendation in the 
text } •' Frcm a child thou baft kntnun the 
bolj fcrifiurei^ ^hich Mf^ obUjO' tnake$hs 

wife 
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^Ji ir^& fdvafhn^ thfdiigh faiih tabich is ilt 
Cbri/l Jefusi'' 

In difcoifrfitag oft thefe *rord^, I fixall 
not confine myfell to the Jewifti fctip-^ 
tures ; nor fliaD I take a fiirther notice of 
the mofal charsKfter, or eariy fmprove- 
meaita trf Timothy. My intention, in 
the eholee of ifhls fubjea, is t6 point out 
the benefit, which we may <teriv« from 
the facrcd volume, and to ihow the necef-\ 
fitf of itt early afji^^ation to ft,. 

The great end erf a revelatitin from 
God is to rriake men wife ipJhhaHm ; and 
to this, the hdy ft:rij)ture6 are abundantly 
competent. They contain all the infor- 
mation, which h neeeflkry to that pur* 
pofe J they jirefcribe fuch rules of con- 
dtlft, as are fuited t6 the capacity and 
circuttftances of mankind j they enforce' 
obeidBence by motives Wifely adapted to^ 
the nature of atnord agfent j and they 
recommend exAmple^' whidd we taia^ ; 
fefely follow : hence, they are MA to be 
^ profitable for dodriiife, f6r reprdtrfi for 
eotreftion, and for Jnftruflfldn In righ-i 
teoufncft.** ' 1. . ^ 

The benefit w be dferfired froAi fir^ : 
ture is altogether of a moral' riWure; ' 
the phflofoj^r is not to confalt the*^ 
&credpages^ in expeftadoftt^f &)difig tte 
^ principles 
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pirindples of his fdence. The legiflator h' 
not to iearch them for a fyftem of gov- 
ecament '^ the ftatefman is not to repair 
to them for political information ; the- 
metai^yiician , is^ not to ftudy the facred 
oracles with a view of finding a folution 
of his difficulties, or furnilhmg, himfelf 
with the materials for abftnifereafoning ;. 
ar fpedal revelation was never made for 
thcfe purpo£es : compared w^^h the 
knowledge of our eternal falvation, thefe: 
i^jpepilationi^ ai^ of the- fmalle& moment. 

I fhould not have . detained you withr^ 
tW^ r^markst^ had not fome, in their 
boneft zeal for the credit of revelation,, 
iniifted on its competency to every fpecies^ 
of information. From the Mo&ic ac- 
iiqount of the creation, fome have pretend* 
ed to deduce the leading principles of the. 
j^ewtpnian philofopliy : £rom the gov-- 
«ri(%ment .exercifed over the Jews, others 
have collected a political, fyitem ; and^ 
there have been perfons-offo lively aa. 
;ifffa^at;ion, as to perfuade themfelves^ 
'tlut the ^ments or almoft^ every art, 
iicience, and improvement might be ex* 
tn^d^firom certain detached paiTages of 
fcripture., 

A fober examination, of the facred- 
; 9|acles win readily deteft thefe miftakes* 

A man. 



A m^ii' who reads with attention, will 
fipd, that the holy fcriptures are a ftnxn- 
tain of religious information ; he will' 
find in them every thing neceflkry to 
make him foiritually wife, and moi^Uy 
good : but if he has political fcruples to 
be fatisfied, metaphyfical doubts to be 
folved, or philofophical (^fficulties to be 
cleared, up, he muft repair to fomq othet 
inftrudtors than Mofes, and the prophets, 
ojar Saviour, and the apoftles. 

Nor ^s it any . reffedion on> the fecred 
volume^ to deny it every other end, tha« 
thaC of making us wiie to falvation^ Oti 
what kead can we fi) much wifli for in£or*- 
motion, as in . regard to our duty hete, 
and our condition "hereafter ? If we caa 
learn who made us, and for what end we 
were made -^ if we can obtain a cleat' tluA 
faftisfaftory view of our moral' {btt& ; if 
we can difcover what we are tO do to be 
iaved ; if we can attain to thfe certaSnty 
of another life, and the conditioiils npoh 
which that life may be cnj6yed ; if we 
can make thefe acquifitions, are we not 
ftifficiently enlightened for the end of otir 
creation f and if the Word of God tion^ 
tains this information, is it any £fi>aN 
agement, that it does not clear up 2i» 
myftcrks, and let us into all jbiowledge ? 

T6r 



For wife poirpdfes, the author of our 
being has implanted in man an in&tiabte 
oiriofity } but no further than his duty 
and defiination are concarned^ is he tO/ 
cxpeft that this curiofity will -be gratified 
by a fupematural revelatioa* I» all ether- 
fpeiculations he mufl make the beft uie o£ 
Ih9 unaiMed mental powers ; he muil- be •. 
content to fearch after truth with great 
diligence ; and fliould he fometimeslsJbour 
in vain, he muft not be impatient- 
Whatever darknefs may overfpr-ead his 
mipd^ whatever difficulties he may meet 
with in his literary purfuits, he muft. 
fifeiice every murmur with the thought^, 
that he is furnifhed with the means o£ 
becommg wife to i^vatiGn.. 

And that every chriftian is & g^a^ 
doufly diftinguifbed, will folly appear, if 
we examine the holy fcrdptures« That 
vcrihime, which we receive and reverence 
as the word of God, is made up of various 
eompofitions i^ ibme parts are purely hif* 
toricat^ others devotional and pradic-- 
aL * hk fbtfne places we are entertained 
Vfiih the ptedi^OBS of holy men, wW 
^ake as tney were moved by the holy 
^irit ; in other places we have an hiftor- 
ical account of their accompliihment. 
Now the mercies,, and now; the judgioents. 

c£ 



tDf ^od are fet before us as motives to obe- 
^Hence. The Jewifii fcriptures begin 
with the creation, and end at a very 
iliterefting period in the hiftory of that 
peojJe. .Tile chriftian fcriptures contain 
the pubKc life and ihftrudions of Jefus, 
his tniraculous ^orks, his unmerited iiif- 
ferings, his ignominiotis death, his refur- 
re<ftion from the grave, and his afcenfion 
to heaven. Thefe great fads are related 
by- four hiftoriang, who were divinely 
qntalified for the undertaking : and, by 
their labours, the religion of Jefus has 
been preferved to this day. To thefe 
memoirs of the Son of God is added a 
Ihort narrative of the travels, preaching, 
and public ads of fome of the chief apof- 
tled, after the afcenfion of Chrift. TAeir . 
paftoral letters, either to private perfons, , 
or particular churches, fc^ow next in . 
•order ; and the volume plbfes with the . . 
prophecies of the apoftle John, relating to 
the future ftate of religion among man- . . 
kind till the final confummation. T^dk ,; 
writings form the thriftian fcriptures j r 
and from the whole tolledion all neceflary ^ ^ 
information may be obtained. The nian 
of God is thoroughly furnifiied unto «ey- . 
«ry good work by Hfleans of tHofe facred 

records. 
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irecords, tdth which the good {Mrovltknce 
iOf God has feen fit to indulge us. 

To be wife, in the reli^oua fenfe of the 
wordy is it neceflary to have fome acquaint^ 
aiice with the charafter of God ? That 
. ^acqumtance Ixtay be obtained, with great 
&tality, from the volume of infpiration* 
'fax the facred fcriptures the chara6ler of 
our Maker is faithfully drawn. Whilft 
the things, which are made, proclaim bis 
eternal power and Godhead, from the 
word of God we learn, that he is a being 
of infinite wifdom, and peffe<^ goodneis ; 
that he is long-fuflfering, and of great 
mercy ; that he delights to forgive, but 
rduds to punifli. In the mofi amiaUe 
light, he is exhibited in the gofpel ; and 
fuch an afiemblage of natural and moual 
:perfedions is there .preCentcd to the eye 
of a chrifiian, that ne cannot but feel his 
obligation to love and reverence the fub* 
je£l in whom thofe perfeftions refide. 

Again. — ^In order to be wife to falva* 
tion, is a knowledge of our duty as rcqui- 
fite as* the knowledge of a God ? In this 
view likewife, the holy fcriptures aiifwer 
every neceiSary purpofc. I do not mean, 
that for every particular cafe, which may 
.happen, a fpecial rule may be found ; .this 
would fweU the volume to fuch a magni- 
tude 



tude as to renda* it, in a great m^tire, 
ufelefs. Only confider the books^ whica 
have been written, in order to fotve our 
doubts, and explain our civil duties ; yet 
thoie books do not contain a Q>ecial rule 
for one out of ten cafes, which ordinarily 
x)ccur. How abfolutety impc^ble then 
muft it be to prefcribe a rule for every aar- 
tide of moral conduA I The duties of 
morality or religion are far more nume- 
rous than thoife which are merely of a 
civil nature 5 a chriftian, therefore, wpiA 
recur to general princif^i?, whenever he 
wilhes for direction. 

The holy fcriptures prefoppofe a feafe 
of right and wrong, an acquamtasncc with 
the great rules of natural juftice, and feme 
idea of the leading truths of natural rdSU 
gion. Otherwife, a definition of the 
virtues prefented,' and the vices cog- 
demned by the goipd, would have preced- 
ed any law relative to thofe fubjeifib, 
-Before an intcrdiA was laid on extidrtion^ 
fraud, falfehood, pricie, smd the like, men 
would have had a <£i&rtation on thcic 
vices : But as nothing of the kind ap^ 
pears, we muft adnriit, that an acquaint- 
ance with the- natm^re of thefc crimes is 
prefuppofi^ ; and that revelation under- 
takes, not lb- much to teach new rules of 
K duty, 



dttty^ as to enforce obediaice by menr 
fandions, and by a greater certainty* 

Accordingly, when we r^air to the 
word of God, we find the great duties of 
piety, jiiftice, 'benevolence^ humility, the 
fbrgtveneis of injuries, and the like, pre- 
fcribed in general terms. To iUaftrate 
the fubjed, examples are introduced. 
Sometimes thefe examples are fiftitious^ 
at other times, fome well knows £z/Sk id 
introduced for the puipofe of clearing up 
ibsae important du^« I need not (IhiireU 
on the mode 4^ ixmruSion purfued ia 
fcripture. It is fufficient to obferve, 
^mt the preceptive part of the lacred 
writings is divineky calculated to ^^ make 
us wi& to iaivation, through faith, which- 
is in Chrift Jdus.'^ 

Finally.-— In die writings of the evan- 
gdijh and apoftles, we have a pl^n ao-^ 
count of the moral ftate of mankind. 
We thei^ percdve the neceffity of a Sav- 
iour, and the provifion made for our fal« 
vatioA. From thofe books we learn the 
chara6:€r of Jefos Ghrift, his humiliation^ 
differing, and death ; his refurra^ion, af- 
oenficm, and commifion, as judge of the 
«0rorld. We lesurn aUb^ that t^caufe he 
Mves» we fliall Uve alfo. We learn, that, 
at Ua fecond coix^> we ihall ht raSM 

from 



ftom the dead } that an account of aH thcr* 
deeds done in the body vKll be requirbi' 
of us ; and that every man ynVi be re- 
irarded according^ to his Vorks. In one 
VtMrdj We learn Icotti the chriftian ferip^ 
tures, thaty^if wehar^re made our peace 
with Criod^ hzvc repented of all bur fins,' 
havei believed tMx Jefiis Chrift, and obey-^ 
ed the gp(^fpel, oar future <tbndition wiK 
be unfpeakaUy ^rious^ and eternally 
happy. Axid^ on the other hand, that ilr 
t(rUl be asr miferable, ihcmid we leave th& 
world hardened m fior and confirmed int 
unbelief* 

Such is the iafofmalibn^ w&ich evtsrv' 
inln may derive froiii the volume of 
&ripture. He may difcover the diaraAet 
of God, and the nature of: his obligations: 
to him. He may dtlbovet the vi^es to be 
avoided) and the virUies to bepraidifed, by 
a moral,, accountable : crestiH-e. He may 
learn the temper^ which hetxnghtv ^wayi^ 
to manifeft towards hit . &lIoi«P<'nleo» He 
may learn bi3 relatickx to Jefos <Ihrift, ther 
benefits* received frottt hrni; his all-fuffir 
eiency, as a Saviour, andthe nature ofi 
that falvation, which be has purcha&d 
with his blood. And, to add nO biore,. her 
may thoroughly acqps^nt Hmfelf withr. 
the terms, upon iwhich.t^t; &iv9l:iQn i» 

offered 
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ol&red to. iimBkk)d« Sudx i<i£of mation H 
the ^ivile^ of all who haVa ti^e holy , 
fcrijptures m their hands; they, have 
every s^lvaatage for beqoituag. vn& and 
good } fofj upon in^iediQfl, it will ap- 
pear, that the &^pture9 are ^ble^tp build 
us uf>, and to give u$ an ipherUance ,a« 
mong them, yrho are ^ndi^d< 

Having thu^ canfi<iered the exceJlencj^ 
of thofe pradei^, with which God, in hi& 
wife proviilepce, |*s« fe^ indulge. * 

us, I proceei^ to point out the adva^tagea . 
of an eady appiicqfti^u tx> theni* Of 
Timothy, it is recorded, that from a child 
hckn^ithe holy ibripbires^ The pjlou& 
and ^^^^96chfi4 :gi^ bis youth 

turned hts; early attention to religious, 
ftia^ies*; .!rh^y;put thejword of God into. 
his faaiKi)5 1 it^ wond^s and its truths 
caipgbt his atjtention I and at a period^ 
wh§n :tl)f meniory ia moil retentive, h« 
treafuri^ .i^ a: rftwe; of . reKjpqus knowU 

^^j> ¥iW»J WJ^ipK AC ^^n^ It wnvenieiit , 
to.drfw^;<>n .j4l futur^ 

Ai^ hjf^y w<»il4it Ibie^ were the fainifi 
meafuyesnpwufed^iththe.rifing gejier- 
atipjpir > Not with(^5»^4ing # . the otjec- 
tioQ9> wh^cb haye beea made to the prac- 
ticfyJ ^m iiM^qojiyivt^ iacred 

^np^^ ought to tie read in aU placed 

of 



erf' public inftrudion ; and that youngs 
ehildren fliotild be introduced to the* ' 
word of God, as foon as they are capable- 
of undefftanding its fimpleft truths. If ' 
they do not read their bibles when young,, 
they will never confiilt them in after life. 
When fuiEciently advanced to enter the 
circle of pleaTute, or to engage in buiineis, 
Ihey will have little time or relifli for 
ferious fpeculation. A veneration for the 
fcriptures muft have grown with their 
growth, and the. habit of perufing them* . 
muft have been early formed, otherwifc 
the word of God will never make tKena 
wife to faivation.. 

In proof of this, only refleft how many 
plead their engagements in excufe for ne- 
glefting all religious ftudies. The man^ 
of bufinefs urges his want of time ; his ' 
oares and avocations are fo many, that, he 
cannot, indulge himfelf with a portion of 
fcripture. Thofe, who are., raafed to pub-^ 
lie piacesandemploymentSymakea fimilar 
excufe. . The labourer pleads that he muft* 
fupport his family J and^domeftic con- 
oerns are- urged by others. Some there 
are^ who^ notwithftanding all their cares- 
and interruptions, do command a portioa. ' 
of each day, for the ptirpofe of religious 
improvement. Bilt it will be acknowl* 
K 2. edged^ 
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e^gcd, that the xxumber of fiich beaars nb 
proportion to the multitude, who live m 
the habitual negled of the word and foun* 
tain of truth. By thofib, who ore dif- 
fidently matured tor.bufinefs or pleafure, 
it is notorious, that the fcripture is feldom 
confulted, even as. a niatter of curioiity, 
much lefs for the purpoie of religions iQ«> 
formation. . *^/^ ^ 

Is it not, th^, reafonable to conehidcy 
that unle& the divine oracles are put. iiitc>^ 
our hands in early Ufb,^ they will make xra 
part.of our future iludies. Shall we ever 
nead them, unlefe we do it when* young ? 
When weiiave lefe curiofity, and lefe tim^ 
is it probable that we fhall begin fo large 
» wori^ a^to make ourfdves mailers c^ 
the holy Icriptui^s ? Whoever wiB allow 
himfelf time to rdhd:^ muft be convinced, 
that if we ever become acquainted witlt 
t^e word of God, the fotrndation of that 
acqxiaintance mufi be laid very early ti^ 
Hfc. From the condu^ of too many^ who 
f^rofirfs to bcHeve the infpired writings,, 
we may juftly draw this condu(ioo# 

No doubt, many errours have . beeib 
committed in the mode o£ convowrnicai;^ 
ing divine inftrudion to the young mind*. 
That a portion of th^. icriplure .- iliould 
ever be impoiied by way ox puntfiuMUOt 

is 
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!g %h impious abfurdity. Nor' is it lefi 
prcpofterous, to iniift on an equal atten- 
tion to all parts indifcriminately, without 
<X)2ifidering what isy and what may not be 
level to a young capacity,. It is the duty 
of parents and inftru<?lers to direft their 
young charge' to fuch portions of the fa- . 

} cted hiftory ; tO' fuch moral leffons,. to fuch 

ingenious parables, as they can both com- 
pteh&tid and retaitr. Many fuch occur 
both in the Jewifh and chriftian fcrip* 
tares. And if thejfe feieft parts employ 
thdr early ftudies, wfe may hope that they 
will improve m knowledge as they acu 
vance in years, aAd eventually become 

y wife to felvation. 

• How thanjkftir dught 'trcr to be, that we 

har^e'' fuch a gtiide to virtucf and happi- 
nefs ? Compared with that of others, how 
diftitiguilhi^ is dtir' fituation ? If to be 
wife to faJvatiouy ought to be the great 
€oncemr of our lives, whaLt advantages do 
wtB enjoy ft)i^ the accontplifhment of tliat 
ciid ? In common vrfth others, tee have 
the Kght of restfbii ; the vdume of M- 
ture is open before us; and we have the 
fiwne c^iiportuniry with the teft of man- 
Mtid for iacqpisfmting ottrfelvefiT with its 
&€red truths, s But in addition t6 this 

feoree of cettg^oifis infttudioft, we have 

/. the 
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tie gofpd. That divine reyelatian^ 
which God imparted to mankind by Jefua; 
Chri&, is conamitted to us ; and we nfia^ 
' make it fubfervient to our i^iritual im^^ 
provement here, . and. our immortal feltc- 
ity hereafter. 

Let us then fearch the fcriptures. Let: 
Zt reafonable portioa of our time be iet 
apart for fiormg the mind with rdi^ous « 
knowledge ; and, for divine information,, 
let us betake ourfelves to the proper 
fource#. The faered writings contain, the 
religion > o£ protefiants ;. tney. want noL 
the. decrees of councils, or the decifions- 
of popes. To catake out a rational fyfiem, 
they require not the aid of human tradi-- 
tion. The can(»iical fcriptures are, in 
their, view^ £affident for all the purpofes^ 
of life aad'godfineis.. 

Wherefore^ a&. proteftants, let us readi 
and think foFi oinr&lves. In confulting- 
the orades of God, let us make life of our. 
uiydbrftanding y let i^ read with care^ 
and examine with, a irrious concerjoi, thati 
ouf minds may be enlightened,, oui? er<^ 
roura. correded, our. prgudices fubdued, 
our hearts chanMdi our fouls enriched 
with every chrii^ian gracii, and our lives 
adorned wiih every chrifti m virtue. For -^ 
thc& ^ri^giauK pucpoflfe», . 1^ us have res- 
<»>urfe to the word of truth. To our 

ftudies 
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ftudies let us join Our ptayers. So may^ 
we hope that the isirotd vA& profit us, as^ 
it doth the upright r afid that our im- 
provements here will prepare us for new 
acquifitions of divine knowledge in that 
ftate of glory and perfedion, to which we 
are hafteifing. 

I cannot difmifs the fobjeA, without 
again adverting to the eiample in the 
text. His early acquaintance ;vith the 
fcriptures, Was through life a Angular 
advantage to Timothy^ Let jJl care be 
taken to improve our young charge by 
the lame means of Acted mfoi^ation^ 
In the morning of fife let them be intttv 
duced to the plain ^pra^ical, and devo* 
tional parts of the facred volume. As the 
underftanding ripens, let it«r do^irhies be 
propofed ; kt its duties be tirged M 
points of the h& importance j and let 
the ftudy of fcripture be encouraged by 
our owh example. So mdy \^e hope that 
the word of God ^ill dwdl in theilik 
richly : that in Kfe they witf ' do l«>mmr 
to themfdves 5 and that fhey ^iriU requite, 
thcit labours, who have fuperifttd»dedf 
their education. Tayt it is wdl ©bferved 
by one, who had ftudiftd human nature,—^ 
** Train up a child in the wiy he IhouJd 
;o, and when he is old he wiB not depart 

om it,** Amen>' 
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MVERBKCE OF THE SCRtt^TlTRfiS A COR* 
REcrivB OIF YOtrTHttJL FOLLIES. 
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PSALM cxix. 94, 

WHlRSWXTltAL SHALL A YOUNGl MAV CLBANSBL*- 
Hit. WAY ? BY rAXtMG HStD^ THfi&£TO AC«- 
^Oii>IN.a Ta THY VOKD. 



1 HATyoutfi is a feafon of danger 
may be inferred from, the many warnings,., 
admonttions, and i^proofs, which are^ 
addreffed to yotmg perfons in the facred 
writings. The book of Proverbs abounds 
sWtth tne moft per&afive recommenda-. J 
tions of early yirtuci Mahy other, parts . 
of thejewifli ffcriptures Inculcate the feme " 
leflbib> }: and, in the dhriftian revelation, 
tlie- dangers to which young perfonS are 
expcfed, and the ddtieS incumbent on^ 
tfaem^ are pointed out with fuch dearnefe, 
that if any do not grow in virtue as they 
* V ^ grow 
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grow in yearsj they are abfolutdy witb^ 
out excufe. 

To begin weli is" a point of infinite im- 
portance. I know, it is commonly faid, 
that a. thoughtlefs youth wiU make a 
difcreet man ; but this I take to* be one 

!^ of thofe pofitions which have been admit- 
ted without fufficient examination ; and 
which want the folid foundation of un- 
controvertible fed. No doubt there are 
many follies of youth, of which 2, man 
would be afhamed. In mature li& a per- 
fon would bluih to be deteded in fome 
particular kinds of niifchief whidi were 

^ the delight and difhonour of his younger 
years ; but notwithftanding this feeming 
xeformation, there is no real moral change. 
The unprincipled youth is often an un- 
jMrincipled man j the young liar becomes 
•an old deceive: ; the young knave an old 
•cheat ; the young fceptic an icJd infidd $ 
and the young debauchee a miferable and 
contemptible old fenfualift. , I do not 

Iv pretend that this' is invariably the cafe ; 

I there may be exceptions ; but ftiU it fo 

' oft^a happens, that men grpw hardened 

I as they grow old, xUxdX I again repeat it, 
thai it is rf infinite Ampor^nc^ 40 begin lifd in 

I a proper manner* 

jDeeply imprefled with this momentous 

^ truth. 



tekiii^ I hanTQ in^filed your attentioft tp 
the words of the text. The fiBUnskk 
tnquircS) ^ whate%ffitbai ^aU a ym»g man 
tkanfe Ms 'way ?'* he amfwcrs^H— " iy UfUng 
heid thereto akc^rding U thy w^d.*^ In 
tiiis mqairy and reply are fiigg^:ed ma&y 
-hsiportatit truths. Some of thofe t]?iitl» 
i {hall make the fubjeft of this <£lcouife, 
frefYEHiififf they wiM be unaccqitabie. to 
none, while they claim the particulu' 
attention of my younger hearars. 

Firji. — ^It is taken fi>r granted, that 
there are ibme follies, vanities, imprc^i- 
eties, or poiitive immoralities to which 
the feafon of youth is particularly liable ; 
the inquiry-—" wherewithal Jhall a yomi^ 
man elemtfe hh tc;i7/ '-*--mani£^y impli<» 
this ; a»d fo hr from being the ground* 
lefs imputation of ievore did age, wt 
know, both from experience and ob&r- 
vation, that childhood and youth are 
vanity. 

I. In the Fir/i place, you»g perfons are 
ftrcHigiy tempted to make Kght of feriovis 
things ; to indulge ihemfehres in a pert 
and irreverent way of fpeaking i^on the 
fubjeA of religion ; $»d to imd^rvalue 
diofe relt^ous iiiftilvtioiis frpm which 
both ifidividual^ and fociety have derivod 
unfpeakafale beaefit. This, ( am ^ry to 

fay 
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faf it, is not the peculiar fkult of one of 
the fexes. Though, in juftice to females, 
it muft be acknowledged, that, in general, 
they hare much £urer minds than youths 
of the other fex, yet, even among them, 
there may be found that indelicacy and 
irreverence of behaviour, which are a 
lean<hl to any rational being. Whether 
they have karned to talk profanely from 
bad books or bad company, it is not ma* 
terial to determine j but this is cert^n, 
whei^ever a young female profe£fes to 
have no regard for religion, it may bf? 
inferred thaft flie fets no value dn htt 
honour ; that her reputation is a burdoi ; 
and that fiie is a forward candidate £ot 
the in£afny of an habitual proftitution. 
Vat n is it to plead that fuch sui inferetitd 
nt'ould be difiivowed. As relki^n is con* 
genial to the female mind, and the furell 
£ife-gtiard of female virtte, when one of 
fhis fex profeffes to have no rel^km, v^e 
are authorized to d^a^ the mc^ unfav"- 
ourable ^onclufion. 

But irdtti an objed, iA every vi6w to 
dt%uftifig, k fe wkh pleafore Iturh a^#ay. 
Well atfured thait in thofe I now behcdd, 
I behold Tie fuch iiltbn<t6 of depravity, 
I IhaM confine myfelf t6 the krviiy, alid 
frofane n^reverence of my own fcK. And 
h I have 
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t have obferved, that thefe are faults fforti 
iduch a young man (hould deanfe him<« 
iHf. Upon entering life, a youth per^ 
ceives amopg thofe, whji^iare called the 
ferious dafs of . peppjp, foihc who appe^j; 
iwreafonably glooiby and ^uftere ; hence 
he tQO haiuly infeirs that ;reUgion is aa 
jepemy of . hpman . happ^neik^ He in)^gt 
ipeS) diat Ihpuld he become a chrifUaiu 
he muft bid adieu to Jthofc. innocent pleat 
Uf^ fgr wi^ch he feeU,a,ilronfl; relHht| 
and wliich are particularly fuitea to lui 
period of li|e. To fuch a (acrifice he 
cannot patiently jJubnait ; he therefore 
H^ows jealpus of r^ion ; infults it asi an 
enemy j .and reviles it ;as adifturber of 
hjiB onjoyment^ His ^dudices and if* 
rev^t^c^ »e confirmed by. the profane 
ridicule. o£ thof^ twhp have become hardr 
eped in vice ; and the proipe^ before 
]]iin, of many years to come^. emboldens 
)xim to ta]s^ tho£? audacious, liberties, at 
iBBhJidh.hp ;^ould of her wife be filled with 
ka:frrour. . ^Thus .from a concurrence 
»i clrcumfiances are perfons, in early life 
paturaliy betrayed into a pourfe of behavi* 
lour, wnich, at that, time,, is their diA 
|iqiiaur, andjpiay eventually be their ruin. 
^. u^ Stfofiii fijt]ipdt^ ^Qli^h not pecuHa^ 

|;9 youth, yet yeryrqommou among youn^ 

jperfons^ 
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peifons, is an inconfiderate prodigality^ irf 
regard to time. Becaufe they have but 
ktely entered upon the ftage of life, they" 
feem to think there will be no end t(f 
their career. The years paft, they wholly 
overlook, and multiply thofe which arer 
to come. They perfuade themfelves, that 
they have fuch a ftock of time on hand; 
that parfimony would be a fuperftuoui^ 
virtue. There is no call, they praftically 
fiiy^for gathering up every fragment, and 
fuffering no mmnent tobc loft: : let thofe 
in advanced lilq be prudent ^sd faving y 
their ftock is almoft' exhaofted,* but wo 
have many year« in ftore ; and for this 
teafon we may claim a greater indulgence^ 
Arguing^ in thi^ manncry yoimgf pcr^- 
fons ftifibr many days, months, and years^ 
to pafs unimproved. Unaware of the 
value of time, they lofe many opportunities 
of acquiring ufeful knowledge. At a pt- 
riod, when the curiofity is moft awake^ 
^nd the memory moft retentive, a ration- 
al gratification is withheld from the form- . 
er, and the latter remains unfumifeed. 
Hence, it often happens, that a youth 
finds himfelf in an aukward fituation, 
when a family, or fociety , calls for hts^ 
fervices. He wakes, as it were, from a 
dream ; and juft Hiibovers his lo6, when< 
k is^ too htc to rcpairi it. ^ Nor 



- Nor do tiiefe oblervaUoBs ^)fi|jr to* OMf 
feft ooly i it is » common fault mih 
youjag perfpas of €:very dpimj^\on ta 
waftc their tima« To Heftpj ht moie 
, ^ura rare ckyoted thap o^ure i^uires; ;> 
^od, qu thi3 be^4^ miiny iS^malf^ un chift 
tQwn, have the utmc^ reaioipL tQ ai:cuib 
themielves. How much better would It 
ViS to employ th^. morn W of the d^^^ a& 
wjell a^ the m/^nipg of. lite^iit thofe.uud« 
ies, refle^ons^ purAiitft, ^nd care;, .wh|cb^ 
^e.fuited.tA th£ir.,^x.};' aa4 yt^mh ^waO 
^u^iify them for ikfi pact they ^r^^ to ^A 
mader th^ gpxGgmBR pnmdeac^ of Ood I 
3. ^ Thirdly ;-rr-Tner0 is a, flroag teod-t 
qifgF io yo^Uth t^. \kc& amuiements aiul 
feafuai gratifications^' which, at the iame 
;^mfS9 uad^rmiae the health, coafume 
their A]MUiice> aiid i&neit \hm thoughts; 
£rom their propec bufine&» A portion 
o^ their time may very iaiiocenUy be 
deypted l^ fuch supufi^eats^ as; ase iaae-^ 
^OQed 1^ th& fober Iaiv;s of their cpuatry ^ 
bill: it isxMQd thing to Tel» at prc|3uer £^^ 
ii3iBS^ and aaothec to live m a rduadof 
plea&re. An of ca&nol recourfe to iimo^ 
ceat diverfions k widely difffxent iron 
H life of d]jQip^tip|)i« It is the latter onif 
which r^a^ * cc^i^emas $ and «gpaft 
yibkk re&g^Qu more fokmnly prpt^ib. 

Uoha^ilf 



* T^nhafn^y for tte caufe of virtue, the 
iober part of mankind have not- diftin^ 
guilhed vEith fo much accurac^ as the 
fub^ifl required. They have fometimes 
kivolved in the fame condemnation an 
occafionai retreat from bufinefs and a life 
of indelen^ce. With equal feverity they 
'have protefted againft the gay diverfions 
of a kifiire hour, and an habitual courfe 
-t>f diffipation* Such incfifcriminate cen* 
fure has produced a verjG bad efied. I^ 
has implanted in^ the^ young mind an 
mveterate prejudice againft the peribns^ 
tile counf^, and' example of thofe, who 
were a^uated by no other principle 
than a generous concern for the riiing. 
^neration. 

You will, . therefore, remember that I- 
am now complaining only of that thought- 
kfs, riotous, expeniiye, and difiipated 
mode of living^, which unfits men no fefs 
fi&r civil fociety, than for the kingdohi bf 
heaven. • When a youth is tempted to 
Bc^fed his bu£nefs for fiesJkirej whe^ 
midnight revels imp^r his coriralution ;- 
and when he indulges to any fpedes of 
intemperate exedfes, he then falls int6^ 
the fnare, which is kid more immediately 
for young perfbns. Satan has ^lined the 



^d:o!tY wMck be ufuaUy m^dkites agalnft 
fech objefts. 

Thus have i pointed out fimte of tktf? 
mipurities of which* a ymn^ man is exhort* 
ed to cfeanfe his way.. He is to* correA ai 
Kght, Tain, and fooKA: v^2cf of Gaikitif^ 
ttpon ftibje^ of t religious^ natoi^ H^ 
is to grow more favitig of hih tinae % aad 
to redeem (if poffitete). th^ mofnefttn he 
K^^s XoSt. f£ hitherto he has walh^l 
his fiibftance 16 riotous living, or hu 
health in Cenfual exceffes, he is to fbrat. 
new habits, and ^ch as^ tt4 mofe be^ 
coniing the dignity of human nature^ 
in ftiort, he is to dbeanfe his way of every 
ttioral impurity : to get the better df 
every viciou^^ inclination ; and to fubdui 
every luft- whidi may war againft the: 
foul.. Thfe Is Ms duty: the queftioR. 
ttow i$, how theft etidfr may be elgfefted h 

Andl toithis wse have aa anfwer in the 
mxf. A vocmg man, fafs the' pfalmi^, 
teay d«an^ hfe way iytakiftg 'heeS tJ^reto 
acccrdingU God^s wardi ^ The fetred writ- 
ings eMoit perfons ^^etery defcrtption 
to confider the - nature and -terKtency of ■ 
their conduA. ♦^ Thus finth the Lord; rf 
kofts, confider yotir way»,^^:— 4s an adrnq- 
uStion V9hi^ <fceur« in mtny parts of Ae^ 
ibriptttre } asid monfide^uikn » « char^ 

frequently 
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^ ll*€qtieiiiilf br€M^ t agaiRft hab];tiial trafi£; 

greilbrs. My people daih- not con/idir^ is a» 
expr^ffion wntch God himlelf yJe% when 
dl^a&^Fising hie p'vtin Rattan^ 
; ThuiS mdi%o£ed to ferious Fefle6fioA» 
Baankiiid are heqjaentfy ackxKHiiihed to 
take iMed lo their way» ; to ccmipare 
them with the kaovm^ rule of di^ty j and 
to trace ihdr <:0ii^feq^Bce» both here and 
ib^realiker« Amon^ others, young men 
wte exhopted^ in this flrain. In order to 
COfred any thing that may be tiBi&, they 
ate f)artt€u}arly adffionUhed to take a 
eeol, deltherate, and fanpartia) view of 
. t^elr a&ions. Thk, it ii» fuppoied, wiH. 
be divinely efficacioisia in fiyEhitiing bad 
ikabits, and iaifdanttng good ones*. 

In the Rrfi piace^ by taidug heed to Im 
vays,. a youth will be naturally- cured of 
tha^ hnf^ety and ti^reverenos which tafee 
the lead among eariy vices. He will aflt 
hiknAIf^ what fx)ffible advaiat^ge can ac- 
erue from making fight of r^iiigioiaL i' 

^ Suppofe I infiitt the ^jnioissii and woiii34 

tiie feelings, of iH» ferious fv^GsfforBy wiH 
*iy pertnefe wife my eharader, or pro- 
^ ?inpte my inteveft in the worljdif ShaUI 
be efteemed snore wife^ sfi^ie learned, ^ 
note witty on account, of my fird&neneis: ? 

Ha t beeaufe fymt of the gMMeft kn^ afe 

among 



gonong the greaiteft £c6tkr9. Why- tbc^^ 
fifeould I incur the certain cotitempjt of mf; 
betters^ give offence to the fober part o£ 
mankind, di%race a parent, and i^en4 
the Author of my being, when no poffibk 
advantage can foe derived froib fueh inipi« 
pus behaviour? Re%ioi^ niay be^ it uti*> 
doubtedly is, a monteatcm^ really* Gotn^ 
ttioh prudeneet^^' therefore,, if Ihaveanyi 
will difpofe mo. to treat x^gion with re^ 
£peQi ; for which rea&>n^ I mean to ent^ff 
on a new courfe of behaviour* Profedin^ 
to bewiie, I will no more a^ the part of 
ft. fool. - My tongue in fiiture fliall be 
retrained by- the laws of decency and pfo» 
priety ; and by thecUtnnioft>drcunifpedk>ii 
for the time to corner I will endeavour t^ 
atmie for my paft misbehaviour. Into 
this train of refledion would a^ young 
man naturally fall, who flumld take heed 
to his ways according to 43od*s word* • 
Secmdly^-'-^ijtX. us^ wppofe a youth, unL 
aware or thef vulu^ of t]:iBie, had lived 
hitherto in hii^i»ts-^^ idkiiefi^ t^e fmie 
attention to his rmsmet^ of lii^ng woidd 
produce the £ime effbf):. Reviemng thjK 
many days, nMMiths, and > Vieaiis, which 
had be^ worfe tha& loft, Ite would be 
led to ex€lahn,.,to what purp^ is all this 
w^e of a &ort atid tnuoiitory \j£^l On 



C "9 3 

^icii a treftfure as time, why have I fet no 
greater value ? I am now entering tka 
wovld> but what are my qualificatixms to 
4Ucharge the various duties of a worthy 
IDCiDBber of fooiety ? Is my mind fufficient«> 
ly informed F I)o I know any thang of 
mMfikind ? Have I that acquaintance with 
books, which has become neceilary in an 
cnBghtened ^e^ and asne^ng an inquifitire 
poople I Have I qualified myfelf for bufi*^ 
9e& i To the^e quetftions I aon ftirnUhed 
with a ready, but moil unfavourable 
ififwer. I tm hiu too eoafcious of my 
deficiency in dtt thoie branches, in whica 
a youth of fpdrit would wiih to excel ; 
my errour, the»refbie, muft be repaired 
without dday* In proportion to my paft 
xndoIenGe, I ^muft be a^ve in- future f 
and I muft iuAantly pr^)are for fomt 
ufeful and honoDtrable profieffion, that my 
friends may not be attamed of me, nor 
ibdety bhifli ajt fo unworthy a member* 
716iri^.-^By taking hard fb his way> a 
vouBg man. would be de^ed of a irio* 
lent paifion for fenfml and intemperate 

E;ati4cations } he wcsuld be c^red of the 
ve of pl^ute ; aaad a dil^oiition fa 
wafte his fubftanceiOTtWous lining would^ 
by this ratk»Qal proti^iire, be abiclutely 
axiingiuSied' n« vroitld rded within 

himfelf. 
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kimfelf, I was not born merely to eatr 
drink, smd enjoy^ myfelf. My fubftancd 
was not given me that I might fquander 
it in amufements. Nor was I originaHy* 
Weft with health, that, by a cx>nffe of higb^ 
and irregular living, I might try the vig- 
our of my con-Rjtution ! . What am I to da' 
ynhcn my fubftance is ipcnt,.and my con-^ 
fiitution exhaufted ?- What coutfe am I toi^ 
take, when, with^ an unabated love d6 
pleafmre^ I have loSt til the means of grati-^ 
fication i Shall I £iften ih)i^If upon the 
prudent and indufti^kms, and <tevtmr the 
fruits of their labours ? Shall I flatted the 
vanity of fome great man in order ta^ 
drink of his cup, and feaft at his table h 
ShaSir h receive protedkion . from fociety, , 
without rendering aj^y return ? No : my 
ipirit is too gr^t to lie undet the burden o£ 
fiich a debt j I wiJl fliow myfdf a rcafon- 
able being*. The time paft has been facri* 
l&ced r tli^time to^eome {htU be improved..^ 
To be^ a.'g0€Kl member of fociety, and a 
good.xhriftian) &aU be the rnify objed: of 
Bfi^ future, ^uaibition.- 

In my mind there » no doubt, that^ 
fiichr an attention to his condud would 
produce thefe r^efticns in the mind of 
a^ ifinfible youth j ^ and that thefe reflect 
lions, wbuldite ^tendrti vrith the beft 

:0EiecCfl--* 
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efled. I wcmid, therefore, earneftly Te* 
commend my young friends to take heed 
to their way accordii)g to the divine wqrd. 
ExfrniiiethoCe wntin^^ which are &id'to 
contain your duty^ axnl to trevesd your 
futi^re ! deftination. . Inq^e what ,tbe 
ifather, and the- Saviour of maxikind ex*' 
peft from perfoii^? o£ your iibbdingw 
Haying diicovered your duty, try ycmr 
behaviour by its omerrmg rides. In^the 
go4>el 4^ you find any thing that will 
countenance the liberty which fome pro«^ 
Jainely take with £tcred things ? Is any 
countenance giv^a to idlencfs and diffi- 
pation ? Does the religion of Jefus fur-, 
nifh any apology for rioting and drunken*: 
neis, cnamberjing and wantoonei^ ? Docs 
^It hold out any delirable profpe£t to tfaofe: 
who are guilty of thefe things ? by no; 
ineans : its . invariable Janguage is, that 
ifuch as- offend in this manna: fttaH not' 
inherit thejkingdom of God* Whether 
43iey be yoiwg or ^Qjkl j they . are ^ieclared 
unfit, as well as unwcwrthy of the heav« 
*enly bleffednefs. 

You will, therefore, pay. an immediate 
.attention to "your way, and ufe every 
appointed mean to cleanfe it dF all impu* 
rity • Confider how you . jire now em* 
;ploying the time and talents which God 

hath 



hath bcftowed upon you. Are you K)r* 
ing a fpundation foa: a Sfe of honour aiid 
uMuknefe in the wqrld^cxr a foondatioa 
for future fliatne and di%ra€e ? If you 
are doing wdl, go cm ; we wiih yoa 
God fpeed. .May your early i^rtue re* 
cch^e. every encouragement. Under its 
influeifce, you will have that peace, which 
paffeth^H underftaindtng, wfaidi niay^k)d 
grant through Jeifiis Chrifi. Amm. 
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gnpmn viii, 

OUR CREATOR TO B& R£M£MB£R£iy 

IN YOUTH. 

:^CCLESIAST£S, xii. i. 

«EMB^CBS& NO-V THY CREATOR IN THB SUlYS 0» 
THt YOUTH, WHILE THE EVIL DAY9 COME 
NOT| NOR THE YEARS DRAW NIGH, WHEN 
THOU SHALT SAY9 1 HATE KO PLEASURE IW 
THEM. 



The fedbn of youth is of ^ otlfers 
Tiioft expofed to the fnafcs atid tcmpta*' 
tions of a deceitftrl world-; to* the domin--' 
ion of the lulb, appfctites^ and paffions ^ 
and to the crafty wiles of *^ that rearmg: 
lion who is feeking wKom he nt?t^, de-; 
votir." Un^raftifcd ih^ the aTtscff th?t'' 
grand foe, heedlefs of tllfe {rfcfeilt < igffi^r 
and regardlefs of the ftttxqrc co])£iqUentd$^ 
of their folly, thcfy^paistjh^-** As*thert)«^tto^ 
the {laughter ; and as'thc bird^ h^citft'tti^ 
thetoili not^lfriowihg thit it is ftA* ^flJft^*'^ 
M , If 
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It fa a inehindioly truths Aat in the 
/pring of life, few arc difpofed to concern 
tnemfelves with the afeirs of religion or 
another world. Notwithftanding the 
repeated admonitions, rel>ukes, and warn- 
logs froin God, his word, and providence; 
they wantonly defer the one thing needful 
to a future day, when they can take pleafure 
in it. They ima^e, they have jufk en- 
tered upon the fiage of pleafure ; upon a 
round of uninterrupted ddigbtg ; that 
religion is of a moping, melancholy, unfi>- 
dal nature ; a fit companion only' ta 
decrepid old age, and an inveterate enemy 
to all prefent enjoyment : that to court 
an acqusuntance with it, ere the evil days 
came on, were at once ihaking hands 
with folitary gloom, filence, and defpair ! 

But however regardieis of their Creator 
many may be, in the days of their youth, 
Ijbey ftill refolve to " confider of their 
ways, to die the death of the righteous, 
MwJ to have their latter end like his/* 
Jew have .ever io hardened their hearts, 
bU()p^^^ their eyes, or ftupiiSed their con- 
fcience^ as:not to fiprm fuch refolutions 
ip thef r cpolcjr .moments, " To break oflF 
t^eir iij^ . lay righteoufnefi) and their ini« 
q^uities bj'^ turning to God jV to repent and 
refgurm ui fonbe future pe]:y>d, is the fixed 
> determination 
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dcterinination even of Ac moft thougliN 
fefe, icHe and profane. But the misfcr- 
tune is, they arc for procraftinatkig thii 
hnportamt work, not to let about it while 
it is called to-day ; by means of which^ 
many are " hardened through the dcceit- 
fulnefs of fin/' By habitually indulging 
the defires of the fiefh and the mind, and 
gratifying thofe- lufts wWch war againft 
the foul, the confcience becomes (eared 
ais with a hot iron, the moral fenfe awfully 
impaired, and the whole man given up to 
^* work uncleanne& with all pomUe greed- 
me&b" Such i» the nature of cnminal 
indulgences, when once the law in our 
members has acquired a habit of triumph* 
ing over the law of the mind, ** though 
we would do good, evil will be prefi^t 
with us.**^ 

You cannot then but perceive the great 
importance pf the caution in the text^ 
Remember n(W ihf Creator in the days of thf 
ymab. And you, my young friends, mufl: 
feel your/elves peculiarly interdled in it.- 
Never wasr there grei^ter need of fuch a 
caution Aan at thi& prefent day. Never 
did vice of every fpecie^ make larger 
ftrides towards universal dominion ; never 
had immorality of every kind greater 
f ower to run ^nd be glorified ! 

Yo\» 



*rFott nio^, therefore, permit me to ad« 
4rc& my&lf to j^oi^ in the f crowing cIkT* 
(oiuie ; and you will favour me with 
that attention which fuch a fuhjed con* 
feffedly deferves. Perhaps you inay think 
that ;^vice of this nature would proceed 
with a tetter grace, with greater force 
$ud energy, from more aged lips. I wSl 
not pretend to deny it ; but furc I aln, it 
ccmld not proceed from , a heart morisr 
iincerely interefted in your welfare j from 
a fouj more intirely devoted to your ier# 
^ce. My con&ience bears^ me witi:ie(Sj, 
that my prayer to God - for you is,--^ 
*f That you may rean^mber hun, your 
Creator, in the days of your youth, while 
the evil <lays cotne not, nor the year^ 
4raw ni^h, when ye fliall fay, we have no 
leafure in them,"^— that you may flee 
infill luftsy—be fober mit^ded, chafie and 
temperate,—- that you may pafe through, 
fife with reputation, and dignity ^--finifli 
your (ppurfe with joy, — ^and at length 
receive that crown, which God the right-^ 
epus Judge hath promifed to beftow. 

There can be no difficulty in detei^ 
H[iinii)g to whom this addrefs in the text it 
dire^d. We all Jinow what is meant by 
the feafon of youth. I need not, there* 
fore, incjuii^e at what precifc age it begins* 

ana 



znd where it as predfdiy terminate. 
Suffice it to &.y, that this difcourfe iSk 
principally calculated for thofb who are 
jaft eatering or entered on life ; who? 
exped to iee many good d^ys ; and look 
forward with the mod delightAil expeda«. 
ttons towards years to come : for fuch it 
189 who are moft expofed to be led afiraVy 
captivated by Satan, the prince of darknefe» 
at^ his wiU. 

In further difcourfing upon this fiibjed^ 
we ihall then, in the ^r/i place, inquire 
into the particular duties involved in the 
general caution^ ^' to remember our Creator 
in the days of our youthJ^ 

And, Secondly^ the.motives, reafons^.and 
arguments which enforce this upon us in 
the fpring of life^ ere the e*v'd days come^ m 
which we can take nopliafun*^ 

Firji. — ^We are to remember our Creator 
in the days of our youth* That is, in other 
words, we are to devote ourfi^ves^ ouF 
time, our talents, our powers, faculties, 
and all we hav^, to God and hiafervice* 
We are to make his glory the great obje^ 
of all' our purfuits ; — ^and whatever we 
dO)^ whether we eat .or drink^ we are to 
do all to the honour of his name. Agree-^ 
ably to the advice of David, ** we a^ e to 
know the God of our fathers^ and to ferv« 
M 2 ' him 



C 138 ] 

him with a perfed heart and a willinig 
ffdnd/^ " For the Lord fearcheth ^ all. 
hearts, and imderftaiideth all the iina^«?' 
aliotis c^ the thoughts ; if we feek hu% 
he wai be found of us j if we forfidce 
him, he will cafi us off forever/^ Similar^ 
to which alfo is the language of thepreadb* 
cr,'— *** Rgoice, O young man, in thy 
y^ath ; and let thy heart cheer th(^ in 
the days of thy youth, and walk iii the 
ways of thy heart, and in the light o£ 
thine eves^ ; but know thou, that for all 
thefe tmngs, God will bring thee into 
judgment/' And in W^ manner th$ 
apoftle " exhorts us to be fbber minded^ 
to flee youthful lufis,** &c. Why are 
yo^ feipk thus particularly fingkd out 
ww^e it not that they are emkienUy expofed 
to forget their Creator, to indulge to 
fefifiial gratifications, and to be ^' loyers 
of. pi^ifore, . more than lovers of God'^ ? 
Bttrt as thais is an injunftion of groat and 
£^einn importance, we ihall, agreeably to 
4far j^un^ propofed, coiffider it moK di£- 

" Rememkr mw ihy Create- in the dofi 
^ nHy y0utb/^ The firft and moft QbvKK» 
-jfefffe^ of thefe words is, that we are not tp 
foi^ct there is ftich a beinff as God, ^ho 
vTpake us and all things into ex^noe-; 

who 
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^ho breathied into our noftrils the breatb 
ctf ^Hjfe ; who furuifhe^ us with intdligence 
and every faculty fuited to our nature ^ 
who is our parent, guardian, and bene<* 
&£tor J who is the author of *^ ey^y 
good and perfeft gift/* Neither is this 
exhortation chargeable with inr^ertinencei 
ppw often do we, in oAur youdiful days^ 
liWy as it were, without God in the world I 
We Tcarccly fecm to recoHa£k thtt there is 
any thing, throughout the w:acde circuit 
cf exiftence, worthy our attrition, ecscq)t«> 
ing ourfelves ; that there is a God that 
we Jhould ferve Aim ; and nauch ieis, Mff 
frtifiti fifould we pray urOo him I 

In the tex^ theai, we are firft reminded^ 
that we have a Creator every way worthy 
cnir fpecial notice. That tnis is a truth 
capalidb of demoofftration, you will not 
pnetend to difpute. You need not atk^ 
^^ who will go up to heaven to bring him 
down from thence.; nor ddceadinto tiic 
den^ to bring him up from thence ; be it 
. iiot ikrift^om each of you j for In him^yoa 
live, move, and have your being.'* 

However, it is not iiifficient to kjfUMr 
the God df our fathers Sieiefy in thiB 
^^cw ; Imt we are to remembo: Mm witj^ 
feve, iincerity, and gratitude* Vfj^ zm 
to orecoBed tl^ knomcxabk obtigatioos 

we 
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we are under to him for life, breatfi, ancf 
all things. We m\i1k coniider him as the 
author of every comfort ; undefervedly: 
p;ood to all i and beftowing his merciesr 
mdifcriminately upon all his works. And: 
from fuch a fenfe asKhview of his perfec»^ 
tions, we muft £scl ourfelves diipofed tot 
love him with our whole heart., fixength^, 
and mind; 

But wfc are not to itep here; If wfr 
would rentier our Creator ^ according to 
the feirit of the text, it muft be intiretjf 
in the way of unreferved^ obedience* 
What avails it to profeis to know God^ 
unlefs we worihip and ferve him as God {; 
pay him that unfeigned refped which is 
dait to his chara&er ; that homa^ t<l 
whic}i he has an unalienable right ? It i$ 
with tfaefe fervices he b wdi pleafed. It 
is not fufficient that we acknowledge his 
exiftence ; for the devilk themfelves do 
as much, and tremble. It is not enougk 
at times to indulge a grate&l refentment $ 
but the tide of gratitude muii: be continue 
ally rifing withm us. It will not fiiffice 
that we juft not forget him ; but we muil 
xegard him as the only objeft'^ of our ivh 
l^reme lov«, jrevtKnoe amd obedience*-^ 
There inuft be nothing to us in heavea 
fike i&/0i, nor on earth to be defired im 

'prcfcrcnca 
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prefarenoe to bun. In fhoft, if mc "wmM 
rimenAer -our CrmUr agreeabfy.to the i^ 

ss near as poffible to the firndsffii ef the. 
diri^iaii charadei::. "Shot fyfieip. of do& 
tiinas and prtcepits^ -^likb qoaflkiit'es the . 
pefpel, mufl be omr. great direAory, tliie 
mvaria^ble rule o£ ^ diir ti^^^ei9», aiM ouip 
meditation day and night»s ki iwta^on 
of^ks Author^ we.nroft be " hely, h^rm- 
lefs, u&defikd, a«ui fepar^te froip finners/' 
};.ike Ar7»9 we xmift aim, as we ^ow in 
$si£m:^ to grow alfo m favour with God 
and man^ To di&hau^ 2^1 our sefpe^irr 
diities witb fiddtty, ami as far as p<^ible 
^^ walk in ail . the eomi&atidment$ and. 
wdinasK^s blameleis.'^ £v:e;ry injun^^ioq, 
whether refpeding C!od« ^^r neighlA)ur9 
or ourfelves, is fuadmaraly oomprebended 
10 that of rem&nberi»g. wr Cneat^r ; and 
lire muil keqi tibe whok ilanv, witl;K>ut. 
witfidly tran%re£ing one point, if we. 
woald teftify Uiat r^u'd ior him ^hictt 
Jns penfeaions, and our obligations^ cone 
cur to demand. 

fiut hoDi . finfidly defideiat are all ^^ 
and char aAers^ but: more^ specially thoib 
of youth, in the duties afeo^e inentioned I 
Is it not eminently the language jpf their 

heartSjr-^^ What is the ^i^mightyi. that 

we 
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we fhonld ierve hSm^ and wbat pt^St 
ihould we have, if we ihould pray unto 
him ? Depart from us, for we defire aot 
the knowledge of thy ways." How, 
rarely do tbey fufEsr a ferioiis- tl^ought to 
enter their minds ? And wl^en refled:i<Mas 
of fuch a nature force themfelves uponc 
their notice, do they not difmifs thepi to 
a more convenient opportunity ? HpiRp 
are they diTpofed to poftpon^ the bufinefit., 
of religion, and vn^ke void its d^Qiands^ 
by the moft trifling escufes ?. To caft 
contempt upon their father^ protedlor^ 
and friend, and, bafely difingehuous, ta 
** forfake the fountain of living waters^ 
and lightly efteem the rock (rf their iaiva- 
tion/' Thus, amid the variety of purfuitv 
which ineeflantly esnpli(dy their tiioae and 
attention, how fmall a portion of either 
are devoted to the honour and happihe& 
of their immortal fouls ? S^ch a mode of 
conduft^ is not more difingenuous than it is 
dangerous. For they who refufe to offer 
t0\ Gcki x\mv\0rj: fruits 9 run the moft 
dreadful hazard ; they are hourly expofed 
to the arreft of death, and to be hurried 
away to. their long home, with all their 
"'imperfedions on their heads/* 

^But this leads to the Second confider-i- 
i^xon;^ which was, tjxe naotiyes, reafons^ 

and 
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Ind argtitnents, which inforce the duty 
in' the text, before " thofe evil days cotne^ 
in which weihall fay, we take no pld^ure 
In them." 

And a very, important argument in fa-. 
voimoE an early dedication to God, is the 
fingfdar beauty^ and amiable excellence of reli^ 
gitm in a youthful character* Religion, it is 
true, mines with^ unparalleled. Ijuiftrc 
wherever it be found ; but early piety is 
pecuH^ly pleafing, both in the fight of 
God and man. There is fomething inex- 
preffibly ftriking in it ; at the very time 
it rejoices the thoughtful, it does not fail 
to move the moft thoughdefs and profape* 
While thefe laft may aflfed to deride it, 
they but too plainly difcover a confcious 
inferiority whenever they ai^e in its pref- . 
ence. But God alfo has been pleafed ta 
encourage ymin^ converts with the promife 
•^his diftinguimed regards. He will nev- 
er ** forget the kindnels of their youth*'; 
he will *^ love them that love him, and ' 
fucfa as feek him early fliall find him." 
The youngejl of our Lord's apoftles was hi^ 
£ivourite ; and the blefled Jefus teftified ' 
an uncommon regard for the young man who 
inquired of him " what he (hould do to 
be faved ?" We can, therefore, entertaia 
BQ kind of doubtj but' the dedication of 

our 
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euat fomifut iopackhs to tha-ftr^e cf • Ckd 
suid reli^n, ii» a facrifiize^ with wikk& h9 
Di4ii be: wdt pleafed. 

'Rxktjfecondly^ it is of infinite ad^fifegs 
Ji^' rmmber our Creator in tBe days of our 
foisiJk It cert^nly guards us againft ttany 
ncontseiiienced, by creating us ftitsn^ out 
cMf the mammon of unrighteoufiiefk^ Bad 
aB' tke V9^\d isy the mem vicious are ^sa^ 
crally difpofed to i^vour and prote^ a 
virtuous chsura^er. *^ For who ia he that 
will harm fuch as are followers (^ thaf 
which is good/* To confecrate the bloom 
of our youth to the prafticc of thofe thiligs 
-which are juft, true, and pure, wiB there- 
&xe SMlVantage us in many outward re- 
^fts^ Andhence the obfovation of the 
wife man : ^ Htopy is he that finSethi 
wifdom, and he that getteth' underlHndi^ 
ing ; kngth of days; is ift her right 
hand, and in her left, riches' and honour. 
Her ways are ways of pleafiin^nefs^, and 
aU her paths are peaee/* Nbne have 
a fairer profpefit of pajfitog through life 
with dignity, honour and reputation*, 
than fuch as " remember their C^at«>r itt 
the days of their youth/* Bifides, fuefe 
have the ftrongeft reafon to condude,>tha* 
Crod wiH take them undef hi^ peculiar 
care, provide for rf their warfB, -feppcwtf 

them 



C ^45 3 

tibew under every difficulty, guard theqi 
from every danger, guide them by hi$ 
counfel, and continudly cheer them with 
^the imiles of his providence ; not to men^* 
tion the natural tendency of an early 
courfe of religious obedience, — to length- 
en our days, and render them eafy, com* 
fortable, and happy. Whofoever then 
would loye life, and fee many good days^ 
let him keep himfelf from evu, and rc» 
itr^n his feet from every falfe way. Let 
him ferve the Lord with a perfeft hearty 
^nd fubmit to his commands with a wil« 
ling Qi^nd : fo ihall he find ^ refuge in 
•^very trouble^ and a prefent help in evipry 
time of need. 

But this early confecr;itipn to Gqd, an4 
his fervice, will alfo redound infinitdy ijf 
pur advantage, confider^d i^ a moral md 
fpiritual view. It will fecure to us our 
own felf-emoyment, by preferving U3 
ixpvfk thofe m^gs P^ confcience^ and th^ 
pounded fpirit whicl^ none can beair. 
W^ fliall ei^ijoy an inward eafe, and heart- 
felt iatisfadion ; a happinefs whi(^ cpulfl 
be 4^ceedj^ only by the joys of neavea% 
Aoiid the various troubles and trials of 
life, we ihall poifels ourfelves without 
4iftra£);iQn, knowing we have every thin^ 
to hope fro|n |iim ^hp i^ pur friend ana 
N everlaiting 
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. everlafting portion. And further, we fliall, 
by io Jeajonable an attention to the bufinels 
of rehgion, make the greatelt progrefe in 
virtue and hdinefs, tiS we at length ar* 
rive at the ftature of perfe^ men in Chrift, 
We fliall early attain the pardun of our 
fins, the favour and friendfliip ^ of. our 
Maker^ an adoption into his . family, and 
a title to all the privileges of the tons o^ 
Oodt And arc thefe blelEngs few, light, 
or fmall ? Is there any thmg^ on ^t^ 
ijirorthy to be compared to them ? To 
h^ve our iniquities forgivefi and our fins 
covered j—to be of that number to whom 
it ihall be the Father's sood pleafure to 
give ;the kingdom, muft iurely be a fource 
of happineis, bx tranfcencUng all the joys 
of fenle. 

But, thirdly ; a ftill greater advantage, 
rcfulting from a conformity to the admo- 
iiition in the tesU:, is the more abundant 
entrance which it will adminifter to us 
i[nto the kingdom of the Redeemer. If 
revelation is to be regarded, we may. de* 
end i)pon it as a truth, that there are 
iffisrent degrees of glory in that holy and 
bleiled place. And it is cert^n, that fuch 
as have made it the concern of their 
whole lives to keep the divine command* 

msox&9 wm bavc » right to richeft fruit 
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en the tree of life ; to the moft exalted' 
ftation in the paradife on high, ^ 

Of thofe many manfibns in our Father's 
noufc, ihey will have a firft choice ; /^qj 
will jjiine as the fnn in the firmament^ 
While others rdemWe* the ftars only ii^ 
thofe riegions of glory : for mrlji converts, 
we may well fuppofejbeft fitted for fuch; 
faperibur enjoyments. They who* have 
made the greateft advances in grace anc^ 
hoHnefs, wh© have brotight forth mofl 
fririt unto God^wiU entep upon thV joys 
of heaven with ar reliih every way fuite<| 
to that perfect fiate* Having, bceti iaith-i 
ful in a few things, they will* then b^ 
invefted with^ the rule over many things ; 
having gained ten talents, they will ihard 
2t proportionable r^ard ; in as much as 
they have been moreftedfaft, immoveable^ 
and induftribus than' others^ fo Ihall they be 
honoured >\dt:h a "fay' more exceeding 
and eternal-weight of glory/* 

Thus I have attempted to give rou a, 
brief defcriptibn of the advantages of earl^^ 
piety ; of remembering the Creator in the 
days of our yotcth. You tauft perceive that 
religion fliines with diftinguiflied luftrc 
in that'feafon of life. A young chrijiian^"^ 
how excellent, how amiable a chara'fter f 
you: cannot be ignorant alfo that it will 

^ * . ^ ^ - S?€AtI^ 
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f^tsAlf ^dvitnc^ your teittpbral ihtcrcfl ; 

that it has the " pro^ife or the life which 

liow i$, 2$ wfeU as that which is to come :'? 

J&dther can you be infenfible of that ex^ 

Ceeding great reward which is referved 

for iuch, in the heavenly world. Can 



you then defire any greater inducetnents 
fo engage jbu to dedicate yorirfelves, ydiii: 
ib\il$9 and all within you, to God and 
iefi^on ?' Are not length of days, riches 



ind hoiidur, arid immortal felicity in thi 
ffivhie prefence, worthy your purfuit r 
Are iny qf the plcafiartt of fente to bd 
Compared with that jrlory which flxall fed 
feve&ed?' .. ' 

Refblvc then, 1 intreat you, to prefeni 
i^bur bodies a living facrifice, to give 
them up as willing, inftruriients to pro-i 
ihote the declarative glory of. God ; and 
in'ake hafie, deliy not to put your refolii? 
Uon into , praftice. 

But if, notwithftanding the exhorta^- 
iions^ warnings, and encouragements of 
^od, yov ftill continue to dcfpife his law,, 
firbfine his n^me,. and turn his grace into 
wantbnnefs, ybiir behaviour will at leaft 
fee chargeable with, diifingeAuity and rafli* 
fiefi J itor what could be more ingrateful, 
what could argue a viler fiifpofition, than 
Ip forfake bm to whom' you are under 

fuch 
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iSch obligations ? Is not the FonncrtJf 

ypur bodies, the Father pf your fpiritS| 
and the Redeemer of your fouls, is not he 
worthy fome kind of notice and regard J 
Can you have . the confidence to expeflp 
his care and proteftion wh^h your wnol^ 
lives are virtually a denial of his very 
exiftence ? Even the brute creation are i 
fefleftio^ upon your ingenuoufnefs^ for th^ 
ox knbwetn iis owner, and the defpicablc ' 
afs his mailer's crib j the very lowell 
order of animals feems to haVe fome kind 
partiality for the hand that feeds them j 
jt is ^^you only that know notj^ you that 
do not confider.'^ Upon what principles - 
can you juftify fuch behaviour to your ' 
reafon and confcience ?* Where is your' 
gratitude ? where is your fenfibility r ' 
where is honour j the three fafliion able ' 
virtues of the prefent day ? .: " D "loft to ^ 
virtue, loft to manly thought,**^ loft to 
every thing noble, generous and;gppd, t^/ 
forfake your Patron and ypur'Friend j; to 
regard your everlaftin 2;,. portion with a 
cold indifference, or a ftupidinfenfibility t 
But fuch anions ar^ iiot^onlyvile, and 
difingenuous, but r^i and dangerous id 
the laft.de'gree. How foon may tlie 
night' of death furpi^ife yoti ? How foon 
may you be hurried to that world, where 
IN 2 - ^ - te^s ' 



tearl? wtll not 4Vail, aU groans VfnSl he 
l*defted, and "^vrhere ]f epeAtance will be 
ixrithout jRiccefs ? Yon cannot afftire your- 
selves, that even this night your foub* 
fhaH not be required of you. The king 
of terroiirs extehds his wide domiiaiion 
over all n^anldnd. The youAg and old 
equally bdw t6 his fceptre. Neither the 
fihiles of youth, nor charnis of beauty, JCre 
a defence agaihft hiis attacks- * Take a 
circle among th6 toifnbs, arid Ofily confiilt 
the monunierits of the dead, and you wffl 
fee, as Job fays, that ** mtmy die in their 
full ftrength, being Wholly at eafe and 
quiet, their breafis ftfll of milk, and theit 
bones nidifteried with marrow/* To 
ih^iiy filch bf youthful acquaintance, yok 
inay have paid the laft tribute ; and tnzxif 
pthers, in thi prime znA flower of iheir days^ 
are tdntihually paffing off the ftage j ahd 
'fhsffl not (uchlrifiances of mortality alarrii 
ytmir fears, ahd difpofb you to confidef- 
atieSi*? What afiurance haVe ymi thit 
'^he fame &te will not be your oW? 
' * IP tliefe things tlien are evert fo, whit 
"marintj' of perlbiis oiiglit you to be ? Is it 
^liot ftupidify, fs it nbt fotty and madnefi, 
^io leave the- vaft concerns of etdriiity tb 
*fhe mercy,; * perhitfs, * 6f cine moment? 
ym ^'pr©efailiiiati«ft:-ls the Ihief 6f 

timej" 
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time j'* it will imperfceptibly fteal upon 
year after year, and for thcr fame reafon 
^ou neglefted the care of your fouls jejier^ 

\ "* dajy yoa may io-da-j and forever. The 
MTife man obferves, there is a feafon for all 
things ; to \<reep and to rdoice, to labour 

r Irid to relax ; but when is there t more 

odnvcRicnt feafon for the bufinefs of reli- 
^on, than when the powers of both body 
and iaiiid are lively, yigourous and aftive \ 
^ This is the accepted time, this the day 
ol falvation/* What diftradion then to 
defer it, till the memory becomes weak^ 
the refolution feeble, and the executive 
powers unfit for aftion/ 

But further :---Unlefs we confider of 
our ways in the early part of life, it is 
inore than probable we fliall go off the 
iUge titterly unacqusdnted with the 
• " things whith belong to our peace/* 
In ou]f tender years, the mind is^eaSfy 
iinprefTed, the confcience toufed^ and toe 
iviH and affedions m^ed and direded 5 
but this is not the cafe as we advance 
toward maturity. Vicio\i6 habits harden 
;the heat t, blind the eyes, and ftupify tl^c 
confcieace % he)i(:e it is,, that .A}ch, as have 
loiig p^rfevei-ed in a cojjirfe :of^ fb, ate 
feldom/difpdfed to eeilfecr^te, themifdivts 
to God, evfcn «^to'ti»fe4^.4ayB Cidinc, 

in 



C '5* 1, 

19 which they caa take nopkafur^i' It li- 
the nature of im, to blunt the moral fenfe, 
and overturn the influence and authority 
of confcience ;' •^to fpeak peace to the 
mind, which ought to kpow iio peace j*t| 
and to render it probf againft all tlie irivi-; 
tatioii? of virtoeanJi^%i6n^/i^g^^ 
to this, is the adnriohition of tlic* aj^pfile i 
** Exhort one" an6tBer> daijy^, while it is 
called to-day^ left any^of you be hardened^ 
through the dfeceitfyVneft of fin.** If it i$ 
pofffBIe^ it is very improbable^ that ^a man 
Jhould be born when be is old. ^ He might 
almoft as foon enter; his mother's womb ■- 
2^ fecond time, and'be born/* 

Let thefe confideratibns, therefore, de- 
termine you to feek " the. Lord while he 
may be found, and to call uppn him while 
he IS neat.?' Let nothing prevail with 
you to defer the imppr-tai^t work, Suflfer 
not yourfelves'to indulge a meaner flame^ r 
till you have firft lovedhim. Secure an 
intereftih the Redeemer in jpreference to 
any worldly 'Inter eft ; and whatever you 
do, remember four Creator. "To know 
the God of your fathers, and to fervc him 
with"aj)erfe£iT)feai%^^^^ a 'willih^ mind,** 
will afltord' ypti 5i fatl^ftioti^ 
iricorld: can jierthfef give, . nor take ^way. 

&sliziDh^ iny young; friciids* is riot that 
-^ ^' ^- ;• - fomidabffc 



t '53 3 



» >j 



formidaBle objeA t^rhich perhaps your a& 
frighted imaginations would make it. 
!did it, in any fenfe, anfwer to the charac- 
ter drawn by its enemies ; did it refembld 
thlt,. exhibited by its miftakcn friends j, 
t ihould not wonder you fiood aloof. 
Who would concern Bimfelf with fuch a 
religion, till the common feelings of hu- 
rbanity had left hinx? 

But the refigiou of Jcfus is eflentially 
different. Confult the New*Teftament 
with impartiality and caildour, and point 
out the doArirtc or precept which looks 
Kke an infult upon your reafon or under-^ « 
ftanding. . Where is the man but wiB 
acknowledge^ in his copier moments, that 
it is an excellent fyftenij wifely framed to 
promote our beft mtereft, and to advance 
the happinefs both of fociety and the in- 
dividual ? This, eveii its worft enemies 
fiave the generofity to acknowledge ; b^ 
ya^^r . misfcartune^ i?, that ypu for jn your 
ideas of its g^nii^s and naiure, not xrom 
the glorious gofoel iffelf, hut certain ex* 
travagant charaqters among its profeffors^; 
From foine oddities pecuB^r .to them, 
you draW: a lirange portrait of tie reli- 
gion they prpfelk ; but how unreafbnabl^ 
a cdnclyiuoii tl^isj ^ It Ver^ jfajc moift phi* 
lofophicaJ^^o charge''^it to Yhc aif they 

breathe, 



breathe, the food they, eat, or the raime^k 
with which they are clothedU Beiides,^ 
with what propriety caft you go to fiichr 
charai^ers for an idea of cbriflianity t 
Who thinks of confultiog an hofpital foe 
the health^nefs. of a climate, of a high' 
way for the juftice and honefly of its in-^ 
habftlvcits i , The writings, and the only^, 
writing which will lead yon to juft tori* 
Gepcions of the cfariftian religion, are the 
h^ly fcriptnxes. We are not to inquire,^ 
Iii4ut fay the. fiithers I or, what praftifc: 
the moderns ? but, what do the< pMn- 
icriptures teach and inculcate h And iF 
yptf go through tbem with fimplidty and . 
godly. finceiity, you will find a religion,- 
wiifich may of all others beft merit your 
£ai,voQmb3e regi^d^ ;, surdig^on, according 
to the language of theheatheui, "neceS' 
"Jacy to the^yiaui^ ;> to the aged,; com- 
" fortsd^le.;/ to the poor, wealth ; to the 
«.wh5ian;ornament-; to the fortunate, an 
^ honpiir jJ .akiiflhling' to the Have ; and 
*^,i3^Jtila^to njobilifcyitfeif." This is the 
rilig^w : which we preach, and which, we 
pray Godi; yp^ ^lay Keartily receive. We 
want to lay ho other reftraints upon you, 
thlptn that you refrain from a few necef- 
fary things, fnom thdfe fleftiiy lufts that - 
war agmnft the foul/ from thofe vices ^ 
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\vliich debafe your natures, diftufb yottr 
prefent enjoyments, and unfit you for 
that happinefs,. for which you were de* 
figned.. " Do. yourfdves no harm," is 
the ium and fubftance of the precepts of 
the gofpeL 

How unreafonablc, "then, the fiippcv^ 
fitioDj, that to rtntember jour Creator in fht 
day^ of pur youth^ is at once to deny your^* 
felves every earthly comfort ? Mifta-' 
ken creatures ! the very end of rdigicta- 
is to niake you happy ; happy in this 
worl4, and infinitely fo beyond the 
jgrave. Who, in the name trf God, has 
a right to rejoice, if the true chriftiin has . 
not ? What can poffiMy interrupt his en^ 
joyments, whofc parent is the King of 
heaven ; his patron the everlafting Fatb-* 
CT;; whofe <xod is the Lord ? Though 
rreature comforts fall, fiill thefe confide 
erations muft "be an inexhaufiible fburce 
•of joy, joy unfpeakaUe and foil of glory \ 

Should you revcrfe the fU{^x>fition, 
that all who were under fat, were ftran- 
gers to enjoyment, you would not mit 
take the truth. The widced are juftly 
ccHupared " to the troubled fea which 
knoweth no reft/' In the midft of fen- 
fual gratifications, how'oftoi does that 
tormentor within <iiftuFb you with tem- 
perance 
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perance and the judgment to come ? 
^d though you difmi& fuch thoughts to 
9 Qiore convenient feafon, how wifi they 
return upon you, and moleft your gayeu: 
iqoments i But leaving the future confe?* 
quences out of the queftion, what fruit 
b?.ve jou from thofe things whereof you 
ought at all times to be wiamed I Does 
it, upon reflection, afford you any pleas- 
ure, that you have indulged the paifions 
iit the eifpenfe of reafon, the diflinguiih- 
Ing ornament of your nature ? That yo^ 
have iuhftituted evil for good, or good 
fpr evil ; that yo\l have confounded light 
with darkneis, ^nd darknefs with liffhc ? 
Dp you feel a confcious dignity when, 
quitting your own kind, you' participate 
in their enjoyments with the brute crea^ 
tion ? But I do them an injury ; th^ 
anfwer the ends of their being ; tbey in«- 
dulge no lufts that war a^nft their 
p^tce } they crop the tender h^b, and 
jQake their thirft at the cool fbream* 

What then can you promife yourfelvcs, 
if a vicious life ^^ has neither the promi& 
of the life which now is, nor of that 
which is to come** ? Give the matter % 
ferious examination, and then afk yo\xt 
)iearts, whether it were nc^ better, bei^g 
ae»tQd but little lower th^a tj^ vgelst^ 

td 



to dfpire sfter a happmefe inferiour oulf 
to theirs i 

•I am very ferifiUe df the peculiar difad» 
vantages to which the rifing generation is 
unhappily fubjed:ed. We come upon the 
ft^ige nt- a time, when every thing that 
looks like religion k turned out of focicty. 
^morality is no longer that tnonfter of 
bideous mein j the unprofitable works df 
<tarknef$ have left their native cell, and 
appear unmafked at noon day ; infidelity 
increafes and multiplies ; .. and atheifm is 
nq longer a fingularity 1 Under flidn difr 
co\irsigements, no wonder few have fuf* 
ficieilt (leadinefe to ftand amid the crowds^ 
and not be carried \vith the throng. 
• But notwithftanding the contagion of 
ill example, there are, we have reafon to 
think, who remember tfmr Creator in the 
days of their youth ; fome, even in this 
fociety, whofe hearts, as far as we can 
form a judgment, are apparently right 
with God. And I would ceafe not to 
make mention of them in my prayers, 
giving thanks to the Father of our Lord 
Jefos Chrift, that they have been awaked 
to a ferious confideration, and that theif 
faith is fpokpn of with decency and re^ 
fped. Would to God their number was 
^enlargtd, that there were daily added to 
O them 
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Ihem of fuch as Ihall be (ayed. O tiwA 
be^ who infpeds and governs the hearts ^ 
all) would fend down the health^ in$u« 
epces of his fpirit, that he would put aa 
end to the wickednefs of the wicked» and 
^^ &1 the earth with his own knoiwledge^ 
as the waters fill the fea," 
. Upon the whole, kt.us aU be es^cited 
to thoughtfUneiflr and cofifideration. May 
it be the fober languc^e of our hearts^ 
" what fliall we do. to be laved ?" May 
we not, by adding iniqujity to iniquity, 
treafure up wrath againfi the day of 
wrathj and the revdation of the righteous 
judgment of God. What avail the mo* 
pientary joys of time, what avail the 
fdeafures of. fenfe, if they lead to hell, 
going down to the chambers of death I 
Can the world, with all its gratifications, 
give yoii an equivalent for the future 
peace, and eyerlafting happine(s of your 
immortal fouls ? Be not deceived ; God 
i^ not mocked ; though the Lord God is 
merciful and gracious, ftill he is a confum- 
ing fire ! he will take vengeance upoa 
them who know ncC his law ; pour upcm 
them his indignation and wrath, tribula^ 
tion and anguifh, and defbroy them with 
jm everlafliing deflxudion. 
EiiOY^ing then the ^wreurs of the L(»*d, 

let 
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iet us be perfiiaded to cleanfe our way^r 
by hearkemng to his commandments. 
JLet us make hafte and delay not ; but do 
ivith our might what our hands find to 
do. Above all, let us not defer, to a 
^ing moment, thfe vaft conterns of eter- 
nity. We have before confid^ed the 
improbability of being brought home in 
advanced' age, <rf being bom whea we are 
old } let us, therefore, feek him early, if 
hafJy we may find him ! The morning 
of our days is a feafon peculiarly favour- 
able ; he loves* them, that evidence fa 
feafonaUe a^ love for* him ; Snd td them 
2Xi entrance ihall be admfniftered mfoft 
abundantly into the joys of their Lord. 
Finally, my brethren, let not the glar^ 
of fenfixsdE enjoyments, thte world itfdf^ 
the flefh, nor the devil, engrofi that care; 
sttention and ^ififedion which fhould be 
ultimately placed on your Creator; Mak< 
yourfdves early acquainted with his divine 
charader ^ improve with diligence the 
means of grace ; and whatfoever things 
are true, juft, pure, lovely, and of gooa 
report, if there be any virtue, if there ht^ 
any praife, think on thofe things* 
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©BUOATIONS TO PIETY, ARISJNa FAQM 
A RELIGIOUS EDCICATION. 



J CHRONICtPS, xxfwi. g. 
ncov THOU THB oop Q» THY FATHJUt ;: A»m. 

4.ES.TB MUf 'WITH A BIR'CA^T l|S4%T« AHP WlTIf' 



In tHs language did David aek 
dref^ his. illuftrious fucceffor, wJhen hQ 
was on his death-bedv, and in hourly exr^ 
jie^tion.of app^axing. before Gpd, and* 

^vii\g an account of his adniiniftration«. 

[^ had figned his laft will and teftamenV 
and fettled th^ weightier afikirs of his 
Itingdoni ; but ftill be could not leave 
the world, without fug^eftine fuch coun-» 
fel as, he imagined, might have a^ good 
effeA on his fuccelfon At a feafon fa 
very folemhj^ he had reafon to think, that 
his counfel would command unufual at* 

tention ;; 



tention ; he, therefore, aff?mbled the 
princes of Ifrael, and aJl the fuperiour 
oncers of his court, that they might hear 
his dying injunftion, and be witneffes of 
the temper with which he left the world. 
No fooner had they come into his pref* 
ence, than he addre&d them in tha 
words which follow :: "Now, therefore j 
in the audience of our God, keep and 
feek all the commandments of the Lord, 
that ye may poflefs this good land, and 
leave it for an inheritance for your chil- 
dren ^fter you forever." Then turning 
tor him, who was to fucceed to the thronej 
he adds : " And thou^Soiomon, my fon, 
know thou the God of thy father j and 
ferve him with a perfeft heart, and a 
willing mind :? for the Lord ie^cheth all 
hearts, and underftandeth all the imagin- 
ations of the thoughts. If thou feek ttim, 
he will be found of thee ; but if t^ou 
ferfake him, he will caft thee otf forever .** 
Better counfel could not have been 
given to a young prince } nor could 
better advice be mggefted to any, who 
defcended from virtuous and refigious 
.anceftors ; and who, juft entering on life,, 
have their charader to form. It is high- 
ly expedient to remind young perfons of 
liie moral inftrudions which they have 
0,2.. " received,. 



received, and of the ezampk which h» 
been fet befcare them. And. it is mom 
than ever expedient at thia time^. bcca^jfa 
an inattention to the concerns of religicm^ 
and a contempt o£ the prtnciplea apd 
praftices of our predeceffoi», fcena to bzxQ 
prevailed to an stlarmingii degreat A M9ii-»- 
ety of circymilances Jx» ^o^n boldiK&.ta 
impiely ;: and Iknow £)if ai^ pipribqid9..v^ 
the rehgioua intei efta of the riiing gegf r-^> 
action demanded a more vigprotis iuppoct^^ 
than at this day. 

Under thefe impreffioDs, I- ha^v^ che&ti. 
the conniel of David as the fubje^i: of nty: 
difcourfqp And my defign is, to ucge 
tliofe^ who have ddcended from paxentsit. 
eminent for their piety, to " know thcr 
God of their fathers ^^ and to ferve him 
with a perfed heaft, and a willing jgaiiid/^ ' 

And, in the ^rji jplace> the rehuiioo m 
^hddbt ^ou j^d to pedona of this do- 
jcription, is xme argument in favour of 
early jnety,. Do not, Jboufle^ier, mi&in-. 
derftand me., I do not mean to infiiiiaat^ 
that yoihfhould blindly adopt their prin- 
ciple^, or follow their pracH?^ ) aor was. 
.this the idea o£ David, when he esprc^fed 
hinafelf as in the tes^t.; He only menut, 
that from experience he^^OuM^reoonMne^d' 
Tdii^qn as a fourc^ of the p«reit.pkftfQn>> 

a&. 



aa tfee beft guide, as the only effeftual ftip. 
port in time of ^verfity, and an unfailing 
confdlatioi^ on the bed of death* And> i 
betieve, no one ever macle the fame choice^ 
'Without havi»g the iamer coni?iftion». 
Could thofe, who, in all ages^ have made 
the principles of religion their ftucjy, and 
the duties of it their praAice, addrefs us 
frc^i' anothof \rortd^ they would affurc 
mi that in keepiig the commandment* 
they had fouad. that reward*. 

That evccy generation has a right tO' 
sead and think for itfelf^ k unqueftionf* 
able.. The refigiow fenti^ients of our 
iat^enar are a?, proper fufcrjiA of examin- 
ation ; and as to their example, we may 
inquire how ^r it coaled with their 
profeffion^ But when we can raife no 
yeafonable olge^tion, either to the one or 
the other, we ought to reverence their 
character fo much, as to fcdlow their fieps. 
In confirn^tion of this remark, we have 
the expoftuiation of' Gqd himfelf with 
tiie nation of Ifrae) :: " Wherefore, I will 
yet plead with you, feith the Lord, and 
■with your drildrens* children will I pleads 
Jfot pafs over the illes and fee, confider 
dffigently if there be iuch a thing. . Hath 
a nation changed their gods, which arc 
<»> gods !^ But my people iiavc cWged; 

their 
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their glbry for that which doth not pr«»^ 
fit.*' That is, take an impartial view ofe 
the world ; look among the heathens 
nations, and convince yourfelves ho^- 
tenacious they arc of the religion of their 
fathers ; but you, in ditedl oppofitian to. 
reafon, and the influence of education^, 
have exchanged' the trtte religion for a. 
fiaMe one^— the true God* for vanity and. 
a^lic ! The force of the prophet*s-sMrgtt*- 
ment may be cafily perceived; Ete would . 
»ot be underftood, that poftcrity - fiiould' 
adopt all the errours and abiurdides of ^ 
former ages ; but that £> much re^£t 
is due to thexlis^iader of tfaofe, who have 
gone before us, as not to abandon thdr 
religious principles, without fufficient 
reaion for fuch- conduA. If thofe who ♦ 
gave ug- birth were cfariftians } if they 
ferved God with a perfeft heart and a i 
wSImg mind, we are under a fpeciaLoUi^- 
gation tO' foflow their esunple^ 

Btitif/econJfy ,— -the God of our lathers : 
lias an* additional right to our obedience^ . 
beeaufe we^wcre ^emnly and publidy 
confecrated to his fervice. By virtue ctf 
a ' <fivine mftituticMi? we were, in infancy^ 
received into the family of God ; and 
before nmny witnefie^ we were ful^eded . 
to the kw8 xtf a JT^gign^ ^eJfichiproceeddl : 

fromi 



S'^m: the' Father, was publi£bked by tlie 
S0Q9 and confini^ t^ th,e Spirit. That 
parents haye a natural: right to make this 
confecratioiiy muft bQ allpwed ; nor 19 it 
mjolq^Gdogij that our inclijiatiajns could 
n^ htf conpQiItedc In. the. i^ature o£ thin^. 
it was impoifibk, th^t the fiii:reade^ 
£h9\Ud be- ox^ owja free aft aixd choice*^ 
The faine hand^ ^x^hich^ withput our coqo 
£bjBilf» £rd and clothed us^ pla^qd us withia 
the reach of blei&ngs far naore valuable in 
theQ)iibhre9> and iinportant to u^^ if the 
whiole period of (mt exiilence be taken 
into confideration ; and if parental aur 
thocity wa^ rightfully exQrciibd in the one 
c^e, why isiot in the other ? 

AUowing, then, that the. early periiod^ 
In which ,the foleo^n conieicration ws^. 
Blade, does not fefi afid^ its objigatiout 
how can young pfiriC6|U*. fed eafy, whUft 
they live in habitual violatiQn of fo. iacred 
a contraft ? Upon what principles, will 
they4 undertake to juAify fucb behavi wu? ? 
Would you caned the engagements^ into 
which thofe entered^ who above aU things 
preferredyourimnuMrtalinterefts? WouJld 
you retfNLd: what they promised in youf 
behalf ? Would you renounce any ablit 
gations to which they fwtgefted you ? If 
not, be peduadl^ to makip their a& yquf 

own.. 



ewn*. Early introduced' into thfe 'fkoafiy^ 
of God, be careful to demean yourfe^es as> 
his children. Confider how iiiexcuiafaie: 
it muft be in you ta live, as the fcriptmre 
expre&s it, without God ; and to wcdfe 
according to the courXe -of thts^woridiv 
AOs. youf hearts, whether a fflore ingrate-- 
ful return could be nvade^ either to yourr 
l^cavenly , : or youK earthly f^areiit»; and^ 
i^ize^. thait your impiety to the 'formerj 
can he equalled only by your contefnpt/d^ 
the latter, when you jwraftically di&vowt' 
your obligations to lead ^ fober ^nd' vir<^ 
tuous li£b.. 

Tbirdly ;— the particular advantages? 
with which ;^u have been &voured, ior 
confequence of your rdigious connexions,: 
give new force te the recommendation ur. 
the text.. Youp education has been }eu 
religious one j youwere early taught the 
way in whicb you^ fliould go, that when 
* you fhould^ br old, you might not depart 
fi;om it. • As your underfiandings opened, 
the feoned^ truths of religioa were com- 
municated to them > you received line 
upon line^ and precept on {^ecept. The 
tnfpired oracles were put into your hands,^ 
as foon as you were capable of comprc** 
hending their inftructions, or feeling theic 
r^roo&.. Yout wore eady taught to re^ 

erenca- 
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ttetice the ihtgcfty of heaVen ^ to avtaid 
all indecent freedoms with' his name ; to 
£ods: his favour :as your diief good ; to 
make known yonr wants to him as a 
parent, and confide in him ^as a friend'; 
and to fttbtnit all your adlions to his laws^ 
from a perfnafion, that what he com- 
mands, nftift be right ; and what he for- 
bids, fatal to your intereft and happinefs. 
Every meafure has been employed to give 
fEQu a livdv fenfe of the infinke import- 
ance of rehgion, both in regard to the life 
which now is, and alfo that which is to 
come. Such care, you will not deny, was 
uniformly exerdfed by thofe, to whom 
God had committed the charge of your 
.bodies, and the formation of your minds, 
ibid do not fuch advantages require an 
adequate return ? Ought not the inftruc- 
tions which you have received, to be 
treafured up in your hearts, and exhibited 
in. your lives ? Having thus early known 
your Matter's will, are you not under 
particular obligations to do it ? . Would 
not filial piety, would not common grat- 
itude require fuch fruits bf religion as arc 
fuited to your period of life, if you prop- 
erly confidered the hand by which the 
feeds of virtue were fown ? Solomon ob- 
ferves, that ^^ a wife fon maketb a ghd 

father ;'* 
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lather t** Affd in another phce,- he "fky«i 
*^ My ft»i, if thy heart be Mrlfe, wry heart 
iKall rejdice, even fftfiie ^. •yea, my reins 
fliall be glad when thy lips fpeak fight 
things/' Were there no otherttiotive t^ 
retain, andfbllo^ the ihfthiftions receivw 
cd fSrom fuch an aiithof Ity, I ftouM think 
the high gratification of an earthly parent 
would be fuffident to enforte rdigiotis 
obedience. 

But forth er j— you have not merely 
Ipcceived a virtuous education, a virtuous 
e^mple has alfo been fet before yo'u. 
You have feen religion extending its infiu^- 
ence from the head to the heart 5 and its 
principal branches reduced to praAice» 
You have been accuftomed to expreffions 
l>f the higheft reverence of the great 6od, 
of the perfon and revelatit3n of Chrift, of 
facred things in general, and of every ob- 
jeft connected with religion* It has been 
your happinefs to- hear nothing, wKicli 
Would weaken a regard to the truth, or 
in any refpeft pollute the mind. Youf 
ears have not been ftiocked by fetlfehood 
and flander, and wounded by filthy or 
profane convcrfation. The langujige 
Which you have heard, and the aftions 
which you have feen, have attended to 
Infpire a reverence of virtue, and to-pro* 

- duce 



dn^ a^xiDarn^Mi,. that obedience i% fncf* 
ticable. Whatfocver thingi^ are juft, tnttf^ 
jpure, Ibrdy, and of good report, have irf^ 
vited your attentiony by beii^. carried 
into life ; suid meeknefs^ humility, pa* 
tience^ godlinefs, brotherly kindne&, and 
charity^ have been^ at the iame tin;^ in* 
cukated and exemplified. 
. For thefe reafons^ you are under partitf^ 
ular obHg^tioBS to know and ferve th)( 
Cod of your &thers« How difingenuon^ 
would it be, on yoinr part,- to* tmvn a£diQ 
from a courfe c^ virtue^ when ^voured 
trith dodxines fo pure, precepts £b p^fed^ 
and. encouraged by examp&s> £> woithy 
of your inutation. What more coxAd 
have been done towards the formation of 
-virtuous habits ? tJn<fer fuck cultivation, 
&ould you not bring; forth the fmts of 
€ady pvety, you hazard the utmoft efie^ 
of God's righteous difpleafiire. For ^ ihi» 
wHl be your condemnation^ that the %ht 
&one around you ; but you loved dsfirls* 
nefs rather than l^ht, .becau& your indU 
nations were evil.*' 

To proceed ;.-.-you, who^ de&end^ 
irom parents of a virtuous: and exemplary 
charader, have enjoyed not only the p*iv- 
Sege of a pious educationi,, but al£b thafT 
of the mc& fervent prayers in your behalf* 
P How 
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Wkm oftfeo^aire you' bees xotoflMaded tb 
him, w^ho is'atde to work in you both to 
trill and to do ; and vidbo Jia6.^ud9 My 
fo»5 ^ve me tiiy.hearti Of hbw many 
petitions has your eteraaliatvation beei| 
the fubje^ ? How crftto hsoneryour oairthl j' 
{)9Matsibppfioadsd their.Fathar and youra^ 
that ym ^jajght bepErcferred from< the 
pollutions, ^R&ch are in the- world ; - that 
ftfm tcndw mia^ mig^t toceire the im« 
pcHM£ons> of r^^on'i 'that: you fiogfal: 
grow in 'mfdoro, as you fliould growia 
•^^lears ; and that your peaoe and happinc& 
in this ftate of tniai mifi^ be your eatsieft 
of the heavenly bl^edbeis I With vihiat 
fiarvour have they pi^fented . thcfe peti- 
tions'i And with what iincerity haioe 
they appealed to God, that they ocmld 
liave no greater joy, than to fee you walk- 
ing in the truth, as you have received the 
ccrnimandment ? 

Affured that you have been thus ro- 
ttembered in their prayers, ou^it you not 
-td feet your oUigation f In return fior 
their pious iblicitude, (hould you luit 
49ideavour tx> remove their fsarsy to^ con- 
firm thdr hope&j and anftrer all their 
reafonable .expedati(»u ? Would not.: a 
|>rinc^le of honourdidate fuch an exer- 
tixMi Adm i tt i ng their ^cajrcs> tl^qr iears, 

their 



tbeir tendemefi cm all occs&oiis^ btit ntotft 
eSpedaSty in their daily interoauric with 
God, woxild not adiikcsgard to tho anxious 
ftateof their xmnds^ argue theiitmoft de«; 
pcavity of ydur own B Cia& any youtb 
pretend to one featimafit of honour, of 
gratkudey or even^ common humanity^ 
vrho fiioold thixs mprttfjr thofe, who have 
de&rvied fa difibreiit a return^ I 
' I have now, in as few words as poffibk^ 
fiated the. many privileges, whidbt you 
enjoy, who defosnded 6mm cfariftian par«' 
^ents. In a manner as fcdemn as it wa^ 
public, yo\t have bdsn . confecrated to 
God ; you havje enjoyed the benefit of 
good inftru&ion,. and beheld, the charmt 
of. a good example ; every meafure ia» 
been taken to infpire.yoo with. a love ot 
virtue, and a (kte&ation of every f^Ue and 
evil way. From the lips of thofe^ whom 
nature teaches you to honour, you hwp 
heard no .vain or liceotioici: converiation ; 
y<xir native abfaorrcncc 06 iidfehoodi do* 
tradion, and impiety, has not been weak- 
ened by aniy thing proceeding frcadtn. » 
fimrce fo.reverend. But, on tibe contnuy, 
every &ntiment which has. been utteredi 
in your hearing, has had an obvious tei^ 
4en€y to. makis. you:.w]fer and better 
finally^ joiihxKbsiM^mA 
-. remembered 



hkI cxery temporal and ipiritaial Uefikig: 
Jhas Ihaga hxipk)red isx yiQiir faehalf. ' 
' Let the&.<x>xifid£B2tiaQft excilsi? j^u. t^i- 
fUf an e^ly attanldbn to thofe things 
im^ldi iMdLong to .ytmr vpeace;' ^ RaneiaiK 
bot your ^Creator .ia thexda^s^of' yoor- 
yomdi^ isikilft dae esdlxlaya come coH^jkotr 
t\e years xkawjm^, wiiea you witt £iy^ 
ycm iaacvc no fAesJkise ia ifaoHu'^ ]&ecol« . 
te& the. nwiy in&do&ioisi^, ^^iviiioh jaw 

' Ittsre eKoeivBd ; and 4iie:|daa6 aad viitiu? 
ttis -^eKampk: by which ijbdfe isftiaiftioiw 
kevie been enforced ; aiKl ktit be ymifsr 
{Bture fladyto £)&)w tiudCb "sdio iumor 
^pa^ hfifere yoa^ £b fur as they w&t &L 
UaaBtens.flf ChriiL: Oosfider ihe ^aik 

' SriiidiyouMiiicoimad^if id^ 
o£<«i]tueb0^7myeuiai«aiii« ^ligktisg^ 
fa.many advaiitage^y and refifting i^ many 
maodsrm tf> a.gcxid Bib, you ^wiM probably 
go oa froaxi ocie d^i^e xk Tice to attotiier:^ 
aiui in tii^ (fiione mKa£mt'isk -whidi yk»i 
hayo d^m.^saiOed by your pcivikgei^ vAI^ 
yiMbrfinttiihodtforthjei^^ OT-abafe^r' 

v/5iu:k behzviocur in i^saby who hsere 
ncekcd xvavtuotts adttcatfioa^ mil pr^^' 
dkmvtiafjkm ditt fa>&r gmtor. d^ee than/ 
the:. vicea- -ef • ^hers* It .is inatural ta' 
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pMcntf fiiould *foU<>w:tlmr &ep& j cbAu^ 
tiite of iafirudipn, and perverted by ex». 
ample, it . is ijcaroely conceivable that thej: 
ibould purfiie. a vittuous courfe. Reli* 
gion, thet^efbre,. is not di%raoed by their 
profligacy ;: but it, is deepdy wounded by. 
the aqpouacy of ihoie, yvbo have been., 
taught to. nroerenoe its laws^ and wha 
harve^beea urged, to obedience both by 
inilru&ion and. example^ Such a depart^ 
urevfrdm the .principles of a good educa* 
tion^s furmfhes> the enemies of reHgioa* 
With arguments againiib it y. and it creates.' 
a natural fui^idon, that the childreir 
would not have been fb immoral, if the> 
piety of the parents had not been a pre- 
tence, and thdr profefiiona hypocritical 
and vain.. Notlung, it is true, can. he 
more unjuiL than'. this infinuaticn.; but 
how often is it thrown out,.wlien £»fts,. 
like thofe which I have described, fumiik 
an occafion ^. . . 

, U you xegauod the .reputation, of thoi^ 
xrho ibnd in the honourable relation of 
parents, ycm will, therefore rei&ember' 
their. moraL infiru&ibra. ^ and, if yOu 
would have\compa£km oayoucfdves, you: 
will carry them into pta&ice. : .It is the 
IangU2q;e of the • ble&d God»-^' i love 
\baxif t(rho Ignrcmft ;.jwd thofe. who ieek 
Pa noer 



mt «rly 'flwJl find me ;*^ and 
trcmid heaven and e»r^ piifi ^'^'^y, tluM 
tlpis -prcmiife resftain unaceompSihied* If 
yon fincercly dctote^yoorfdvcs to Ms 
fi^rvice, and r^fign yourfelves 'i:^ to Iiib ' 
(£fpoia], there. is nothing ^hich fouimy' 
noltho|)ejEromhia^m9cy. T^Qteyapn^ 
proa<;h him at afl, times as your iadbeir: 
and friend} ilq^d i2picm.7liifla( m dbe^ 
guid$} of your youth, titrf the fiipport '^ 
your rip^r years j a prefent W^ in tinHr 
oftTouWc; your guide to and ^fchrchigh'i 
death j and beyo©* the ^anre, yoaur ever*. 
bfthjLg *portion. 

On me other hand, vfbsA nmft be ihe 
coit&quence of rgeftin^lfce good prti^* 
pies, which have been . mftHled intoyonr 
ndnd5 ; and wa^ng aecording to the 
CQurJe of this cvii wcfrid? Yott^wBinflrft 
a deep vound in the bofotjis of ^tjbofi^ 
who fewre vamly attei^^ipted to promote 
ypur ^xritu^I intereft % , you wtH ijrin^ 
di%race on your virtuous ' conno^ons ; 
ydu yfSi expafethe caufetrf truth to Ae. 
moft impious derifion ; and your fete 
beyond 5be grave wiH Verify the words 
of *he apoftlc : ^ Better had it^ieen not* 
tt) have^known the wjqr of righteoufiiefi^ 
thsoi, »fter you have kn<)wn it^ to turn: 
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aifide from the holy commandment, whica 
was delivered «nt6 you;^ 
J In tlus4iifixHii4]e, k k t^ati &>f graitf ed^ 
that juftice is done to the rifing genera- 
tion, by thofe to whom they hiave been 
configned l>y the over-rtiUng pirovidcnce 
of God^ TSis i^ % dohctm Of ftifinite 
importance j no one duty can come in 
oompetiisoii' ivkkte. ij^-mc^ tlierefore, 
\ntreat yoUy who have young fnind» to, 
form by jcmi preo^ts^ofid ^Js^mpld) t6^; 
faithful to your diarge ; bring them up, 

©urture and vJmonition xif^the Xx>rd j 
make them early acquainted with the 
truths and duties of the gofpet \ and 
having taught them what is right and -fit, 
let jthSm fee that yd» jfed the weight of 
your own infttuftJons; Precept withotit 
example will rather prejudice, than ierVe, 
the caufe of refi^on/ Say, then, -with thti 
devout tnonarch, I wifl walk bdfbre tny- 
houfe with a period: heart* And let tbe 
conduft of every parent towards lii» cff* 
l5>ringi)efudh'that he may partake of -the 
fubi^me commendation, wbidi w£sr 'be- 
ftowed oh the patriarch r ** i kndtv him, 
tlut he wfU command his children and 
houfehold after him^ and they fiiatt koqp 
the way of the Lord,^ Amen* 
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OBEDIENCE TO GOD THB BE$T METHOD 
OF .SECORING THE lAVOIfR OF, MEN<.^ . 

■ - ■ * • • ' 

tUEE fi. 5^- 

AND JESUp INCREASED IN WISDOM, AN15^ 
STATURE, AND IN FAVOUR WLTH QOrr. . 
AND MAN«< 



Respecting the private laei, 

and eady childhood of our bleflbd Savr 
iour, very, little has beea difclofed in the 
iaored pages* Updn, this £ibje&, the iiv* 
" ised hiuborian;^ ekh«r • w^te not them«^ . 
hnos iuffidi^tty io/omied ; or they have 
not thought proper. to gratify a. natural 
andy I may venture to fay, an innocent 
c^tiolity. Tholk i^aSb^y^ which e£kntially 
ciHicern the chara^er of Chrifl:, and fur^ 
uSIh the only concluiive evidence of his 

tcd» 



te3.^ No 6nt can complain that* tlkcy liaw'* 
omitted any me thing whkh a good 
chxifiian ought to know, in order thit. 
more ei^ually to diicharge his diiity j 
a»d to work out his eternal ialvation. 
B<k' €is( vm hjiv« uiideiiAia&dings 4:o^ be' ih-» 
formed^ we have oMb a cixriofity to be 
gratified. Who would not wifh to know 
tomething more d£ the private hiilory of 
our Saviour than is to be learned from 
thofe iacred records which are in ufe 
among chriilians ? Is it n^t a natmrat 
in^uiryTWhat was his perional appear* 
ance, what the circumfiances and employ- 
meat cf his y<juth f What eariy prooii 
did he give of his qualifications for tke 
important office to which he was appoint^ 
ed ? What proficiency did he msJse ii^ 
knowledge, a^ad by wlvsit m^}K;>ds''was he 
ia;dvanced in the fcience of God^ and traa 
r^jgion i How ^d 'be <em{^loy hkn&lf 
wfeen arrived at Man> efiatt f Whtt 
were the Ibntiments of Im acquaintance 
Goncernkig him ? M whftt maimer 4kiL 
they coAverife wtth liim, aad bow^<lo#^-. 
diwft tow^rdd Chrift # Thefe ate ^oeflAoite^ 
which we can fcarceSy forbear to aflc^' 
though we muft de^air of a fsi^hiStotf 
as^en * .' . 

One drg^mftsmce^ kewever, Juus 4m»ci 

recorded 
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fecotded by tlie e^angeHft li\jke^ v^itSdg 
throws ibme light upon the pr«cedii%^ iiN 
quiry* He iays> that, at twdve years ofi 
9$^9 he went up to Jemfiikm, and tibete 
diftinguiihed himielf. anaon^- the Dodxnsl 
by fuch a d^grea of ^^dom land penetra^ 
tloo as far ei£G6cded: his years:;; that be 
tcry early uotderftood the defign on idiicfle 
he came into the world ; that as lie gnswt 
ifi year-&» he befamie remarkable for hhy 
ysMdom and flutux^, adyaacing gradually^ 
m tbp fornieE as. well as the latter ; andi 
that by the. coqueUlteis; of his perfon^ the? 
iwe^taais q£ his difp|[^tion> and the usk 
Qommoo vigour of his faculties, he/engag<i»^ 
^d the aflSs^ions of all who had the haf^ 
pin^ to b^ .acquainted with him*. ^ Ami 
J^fus^ i^ys^th^, eyangelifi, increafed in* 
wifdom and ftature, and in favour with God: 
oik/ man*'* 

^y intentioa^ in the choke of thefe 
mfords^'is to Ihow^T— that, our reputatioir 
a.ni|>ng. men wiH he beft promoted by* oom 
qbedi^ni:^ Jto Clrod^. that re^k)n aisli 
human applaufearenol at variance ^ and^ 
t)isit a^ yo)ith» il^ partkular^ cannot take at 
more ,.e£EQcimL xi^ethod to attrad: their. 
a4nuratiofi^ and endear .him£^ to hia id^ 
low^creatures, than by fteadily doing thofe 

«l^ii^w4Mch 9i».J^^ttla^ UpDiL 



Kids ful^eS: I^fhould not think it n^e«flkrf 
to infifb, had not very different fenthtientf 
been propagated in the world. The art 
q£ plea£ng fatts been reduced to a fyilem. 
Haw to grbw in fa^vtoar ^kh than ^ha* 
been taught by rule. Birt among all the 
dire&ioiis inrniflied l>y the moft applaud- 
ed snafters of the ^efent uge, we £nd 
none relkting to G<^, and the prance Of 
Ariftian duty. 'So far from it, perfidy, 
lying, acnd dd^ucfa^ have been recom- 
mended aiS graces, which a maasi' ought to 
cultivate, in order to finilh his charafterj 
2»id to qualify him to pleafe; And if not 
dsreAly affirmed, yet It has been too 
plainly hinted, that thofe aAs of religion, 
itpon which depends the fevour of God, 
mil rather obftru6l: than procure the apa 
^ufe of mankind. ^ ' * 

Were it a thing impoflible, at the fame 
time, to grow in foveas wifh GodandTttan^ 
BO xeafonable being- cobld befitite 6n^ 
moment what coui& lie ought to take>* 
Better were it to be an ofcjed of univeHs^ 
detefiatkm among m^en, t^sihto incur the 
difpkafure of God.^ T!kt former taen dd* 
118 no lafilng iigury^^ but every thing de* 
penda on the friendihip of our Maken 
Human vengeance can purfue us no farw 
tker tibn to me grave ; butthe vengesmc^ 

of 



Mni imUkter My futeve period of eadft« 
«m€e» Whet h^9 thf refore^ we are meft 
taatntSiy to defive tlie farevr o£ God jm 
Bftfln^ cannot be a &liow qncAioa wkh i^ 
teifonaUe beings 

Bat £b far from* beisg at yaimttcr, tins 
fevuiuy of Go9d> smd the kxve of manSapxi^ 
are dtSAy mtioA&^ I£ we do tfaofo 
tkii^ whick arc pkafiiig to our Maker^ 
vre ftttU naMislly endear our&lvet to oat 
fdloW'^mtm^ On tiie other hand^ if wa 
praiSiie thofir virtues^ which ihfjpire the 
admiraj^cn, and excite the appkufe e( 
iodetjn^ we fiiall by the Smbm ai^ becoane 
fsvvourites* with God. Religion is the 
great art of pleaiing ^mtverfally f smd 
crery yoKVth^ who^ as he incrcafcs in jear»^ 
increafes in religion, wili^ at tke i^ne 
time, commend himfelf to God, and to 
the coB£ieoce9 of aU in his fight. 

Accordingly, we read of Samudy that 
^^ he grew on> and was in favotir both 
with the Lord, aedr aUb with men/' Hcs 
piety aad early virtues endeaxed hinft ^ 
the }ewi^ whiift they, rendered hasm the 
ipecial care a»id faycmrite of hea\res« 
And Intowing how naturally the lo^ire' of 
Ckni and man would fottow the fame vir^ 
iaafta^md reft a» thip Am. objed^ the wife 

^ prince 
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Ijrfnce admoniflies the youth of his day in 
the following words : ** My fon, forget 
.not my law j but let thine heart keep my 
commandments : For length of days, 
and long life» and peace ihaJl they add to 
thee. Let not mercy and truth forfake 
thee : bind them about thv neck, write 
them upon the table of thme heart, fo 
flialt thou find favour, and good urider- 
ftanding in the fight of God and man.*^ 
And not unlike this is the obfervation of 
the apoftle : *' For he that in thefe things 
ferveth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and 
approved of ntien/* From hence it ap- 
pears that the favour of God and man 
are not incompatible ; a certain courfe 
of aftion will be well pleafing in the fight 
of our Maker ; and the fame line of con- 
duft will generally and eventually procure 
the friendlhip of the world. 

Our Saviour tvas beloved becaufe his 
early youth was diflinguifiied by ftiany 
exalted virtues. We read, that he was 
fiibjed to his parents, notwithftanding; 
the fuperiority of his character and origin 
to' theirs ; and herein his example appears 
divinely attraftive. We are alfo inform- 
ed that, with his ftature, he increafed in 
wifdom ; a circumftance which does him 
po lefs honour. Though the fcriptures 
Q have 



liave been no more particulars^ yet v^ 
may^ from the rMots here 'givBn^.j&&ly 
itonclude, that Chrift ^vus vemaf ks^tdy^ su/^ 
iDiable. in his niannars, tatuil dii^o(iti^n4 
pradent in hk behaviour^ i^>aifdtfiat*'fiUal 
piety, and piety iowardr;God"ipread at 
JuRre' over his whole diara^n Thefe 
i?:p:efi$ncie$ enga^d the affedions <^f all 
yho were .acqi:»timted "wkh hiB' merit ^^ 
and a j^tli 'higher honour ^afterWafds at- 
tended tihexh I ' for we ]%ad> *^ that ^a vdk^ 
^ame fi:om heareiiy faying, this is my bew 
lovad £>», in whom I am well jdeafed.'^ ' ^ 
Td^ be beloml by- God^ and man i^,' 
and ought to be,' cfieeined the greateft of 
aU pQfliUe honours He is no chriftian^; 
ticrith wjhom it is not an objed to procure 
t'he zpptxAiBii^n of his Maker, and the 
good opinion of his £^ow-creatures ; and 
tiiat youth wants a moft important re-^ 
commendation, who 1^ not e^umeftly defir- 
pus to ^bw wife as he grows- in years; 
nd toelcitcr on the pablic Aage with a 
flefenred . r^mtation* Prefuming thaf 
erery one prefent has too much under- 
fiandhug to be indifieren(in a matter o£ 
fuch importance, I ihaU proceed to lay 
dbwn fiich rules as appear: to me to have 
thft unit^a (anaion of^ r^on» afad the 
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Andi In tRe /iy?phce, in order to pt< 
tain the favour of Gfod^. which is life, and 
that good name, '^hich is better than 
much richcSj a youth fhonid early culti<< 
yate a nloft ■ profound rcfpe<^ for th^ 
^harafter and authoirity of God. With^ 
Cfut this, it will be impo.flible to pleafe; 
God is a being with whon^ we aU i^ve to^ 
do ; le i* Qin: creator,: prcferver, bene^ 
feiftor, moral gdverjtonr, and ifinal )ndge; 
Thfu$ related' to the &preine majcfty o£ 
the nniveJrfe, there is a fcnic in which hcf 
jQiDuld be in all our thoii^hts ; and the 
youth in particular fliould cultivate an 
early fenie of his being, perfeftion^^. prov« 
idence, univerfal prefence, and got^ming^ 
authority. He &ould habituate hi^ mbxd 
to loye, fear, and reverence him ; and he 
fliould earneftly endeavour to perform all 
thofe duties, which more immediately 
rdate to God. With thefe religious fen-> 
timents, haHts, ajpK} oftces^ Goa will be 
well pleaJfed j the fubjcft of diem he wift 
regard with a favourable eye ; and tlw 
yquth will grow in favour as he* grows \o^ 
thefe eminent virtues*': 

But if early piety be, a recommcndatiottr 
to God, it.yill •ficifa.U to enfiirc the af-^ 
feftion of men. Is there a man .whq 
li^puld n^ be agreeably imprefied witlr 

^ fttcK 



£})ch £ar begioBings of honovu: ajadryittiM 
in a' young ador on the public fta|^ ^ 
Would the youth be le& ye^eded for 
attendiug the worfhip of God^ an4 p^y^igj 
B5m thpfc outward macks of; reipe^);^ 
^hich are injoiiied by tie goipdy ,aft.d th^ 
laws of his country ^ Would ,a. correi* 
pQn£ng. ferioufne& of mannarsj and ;<-iij^ 
cttmipeaioa of behaviouir, provc^e. th$ 
contempt of any, evo^ of focd^ themfelvfj$i 
Would a youth appea^r to a di&dvaiUagf^ 
Ihould hp have, too much reve^enc^ .^. 
Ck>d to profane his i)4fflte I In ihort, 
would any appearances of real an4> rations 
a) xdigion jeender him kfh zficq^t^^h^ ta 
his feuow-men ? By no means. Tht 
&m6 courfe of aiflion, by ^hich be hon^ 
cored Scxi^ Mrould refleA honour on him^^ 
ieif ; ihc fame piety^ by which he plieafed 
his jVEaker^ would es^t him in the eyea 
of others j and cailtivating tbf?- devxrtiott 
qf his. Saidour,, fifcr him,rhe wouid^At thp 
£mie timiSy grsm in Javot4r,\bpth. wifi G^d 

^condt^'"^^ ordeifjtoi aoeompli^h this 
defiraW^x>hjeA, to .at. reverence of God 
ypii will carefully iidd ^Ihe pm^ce of 
tighteouiha&4 ^ Mnbl jioiiefiy i^ a virttie. 
©T the latft importance ; ^iiot only thp 
happiiafti% b^t::th8^3?eI:]z:.esBifienQeaf %^ 
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6fyin a great meaforc depends upon liti^ 
You win, therefore, begin the world with 
ar refblution to do juftly, and love merqr ; 
thfe great rule o£ doing' to others, as you 
would they fhould do to you, you w31 
carefully imprefs upon your mind j and 
in all your dealings-, you will early habxt^ 
liate yourfelvcs'tio take no unlawful advan* 
tage, to ]j)raftife^ no unworthy arts, to 
deceive no man, but confcientipufly to 
^ak, and to do, however others might 
condud in like C2d&s» Such irite^ty will 
Be highly pleafing inf tie fight o£ GoA 
The righteoiis Lord loveth righteoufhcfs^ 
rand Hi^ countenance beholdeth the up- 
Tight. Moral honefty is expefted of God 
univeifally from all hi& creatures ; he h 
the common parent of mankind, stnd wiJl 
not fuffer one -to injure another : he has^ 
tterefore, folemnly inJcMned , the great 
^fule of equity ; he has infcribed: it upbir 
OUT hearts, - and re-^pubHfhed it in his' 
'Word J" and he hM gi^en us fdainly. to 
underftand, that the practice of right ebu£- 
iiefi is more ac^eptsibfe te^-lmn, tban^ 
whole burnt ' o&rijB^' and iaxxiStcs. 

In order, then, to grow in favour with 

God, you ttiuik po&is youidkhiea of ^ 

prindple of integnty, imd muft a3: upcm 

t^ piinoiple mm your tran&i^icais wth 
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your fellow-^m^n ; and how efiTentidTy:. 
this will exalt you ux their eyes, you need 
not be told* It has hecc^^ae a conuxibn 
nu2;im, thset ^^ an Jt;io(i€&v ixan • is the? 
nobleft work of Go4. j'* certaoilyi, thok-/ 
are highly eileemed^ wh^ ar>e i^ininmt for, 
their int^rity j, theyrJtkavtq.thQ.wnfi<teiu:e: 
zfid veqeration o£;thdr feUow^ye&tvtcesiji 
they arq hdi^ved whilft Uving^t (md grat&»# 
fully. rein^mbered,w]^&, na moH» . .Such] 
being the patural.fruH. of diftingwiihed; 
honedyj, you will be careful! to> pradi£s ifc^ 
i\ot only as. a nioral duty, but as the moft^ 
e;£c;^oy^ aift of pleaiiAg ^ for a &xi^ 
r^rcj to, the rules of jufidce cannot feuli 
tp procure yoUv.favcmr both with God 
^d ipim,. . ^ ^ . v 

I 5[i6w-4f>— With in^^grity you will uni£er< 
gentleneis of mauii^rs,. civility, .a di%ofi<^ 
Uqu to oblige, and a r^e^d^il mode o^ 
ly^i^icpir towards all mankind. Good 
mann/^r3 U an ijadifpenf^ble duty ; a m«Bk 
^y .W perfc^y honflft ^id perfe^> 
ijrdl-bc^efi i thefe >4rtues do by a^ meawi^ 
i^ierfere^ : : ft is ^^yv poffible to trat ^< 
men with »refpo£l:,^^andj,«?,.th€i fjywe ttme^^ 
to do tjl^env ftn^ juiUce oi^.all osx»&S)9^ v 
fpr th^e reaibns, yxDfUi wi}l not oi^o'look' 
the Iftw;^ pf: civilityj |»«t a%9Jl q»en are thct 

Mr5vkiiv^pi^ift^,Qo/J, yfi* will.ha»fUit 
. an 
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aS men, paying however a more profound- 
refpeA to the more defCTving. 

Sixch behaviour will meet the approba- 
tion o£ God^ whilft its impreffion on men 
will be highly grateful^ Who is not pleaf- 
ed with the civiUty of the youth, who 
accofted our Saviour in thofe tefpe^iiul 
terms^ ^ Good Mafter, what fhall I do to 
inherit et^aal life ?** We are told, that 
be kneeled b^or^ him, when he propofed 
this qtieftion ; and that our Sa>m)ur, be- 
holding him, loved him. It was his de- 
coficy and prcppiety of makers which 
attradked the blefied Jefus ; and asattrac*^ 
tiva will they be in the eyes of all. A 
reijpedfvtl mode of behaviour to others^^ 
will make them happy, and in return wiB' 
conciliate their efteem j for it is natural 
to all to love their benefactors. - 

Fmtthlyj^lo jddafe Gk)d, and enter thfr 
world with honour^ kiduftry and moder- 
aition are incfidpenfa^y neceliiry on the 
pfurt of youth ; it is a ttidanchbly f cflcc* 
lion, tha^ fo fittle attention is paid to 
tliftsfubjeft. In a young country; where 
we can fo ill albrd to lofe titee,' and 
where there af(i fiGieh- i urgent calls for 
labour, both ^f bcxiy arid mind^ it is fneX* 
oifaUe in^^y towage the» K^es in floth- 
os-fkdixt^} mt tktt 'pAstiit: may* here* 

after 



after expeft a h^avy condemnatibn, wib^ 
has laid the foundation of their ruiti, by- 
not bringing tip his children to fom^honj^ 
eft employment. Many, who* s^rc now a ' 
burden on fddety, would have * been - an ^ 
honour to it had they' been darly habitu*- 
ated to labour. Habits of indiiflCry arc ^s ' 
cafily formed as any other j and that Ihey ^ 
Werfe not formed, muft be owing tofome* 
great and ' inexcufable ne^ed. » ^ * 
The day-labourer, who earns ah honeft» 
Uvelihood, is a far more refpeftable cha^- 
after than he wh6 enjoys the benefits dF 
fociety without making any return y 
nothing can argue a* meaner and more' 
ibjeft^ mind that to be willing to contraft 
fach a* debt. It Was^ the defign of God' 
that every man itiould be ufOTilly occu- 

Sied. Even our fitft parents, when* in a* 
ate of innocence, had a tafk affigned 
them J they were put intt> the garden^ 
not merely to gather its fruits," but td till< 
and drefs It ; sind fo pointed is the fcrijv 
ture ^2unft idlenels, that weard afiuredf^ 
by an apoftle^ that ** if any man would? 
fiot worfci neither flibuld he eat/'- 
' It follows, therefore, that a* youth, iA 
order to fct out ri^t, flknild riot wafte 
file momtng of life ; ' he ihould early ac- 
CUiloin Mxmeif eitlier to tfodily ot mettalp 

labour^ 
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labour, accox;ding as hk circumi^ances or. 
y iijcKnatkjn AaU tad him. As a member 
of fociety^it ihould be bis ambition to be' 
npt mcrelv imxfienfive, but pofitively ufe- 
£}fl i lie i^uld be wiHing to ma^e fbm^ 
return for:tKe protection, and other .blejQT-- 
ipgs ^joyeci ;. iix.a word, he ihould have 
tpo n>uch Spirit to be a mere cypher. 
2UiK)i>g hi$ lellow-creatures* Such zeal 
to do fome gppd fp the world would not 
fl^ upnotifed j, foq^ty would do honour 
to the yirtiies of ifuch a young member. 
He .woi^d aj^ear in the eyes of all far 
more refpecbable than thofe fons of pleaf;^ 
w^, who have no other, employment 
than to ^t, and drink, axkd nfe up ta 
play^ ' And in regard to the God of hea^ 
Yen, we know that they , are ia High, 
£sivoiir with him,, who are not fl^othful ua^ 
bufine&, b\it fervent in fpirit, and a<^ve| 
in every braujch ; o£ duty # 

jRfwa^*— Ta end^^r. vourfelves flill mor^ 
to God and man, and to coniSirir\ your-^ 
felv€3 in ^heir affgAion^ h^Ve refohition 
to make ^n early profei^on of chrljiianity^ 
and to live qoi^fojrmably to that profe0ion^ 
The go§^el of ^rift ,1^ <i mofl: exqell^ht 
fyftem > j^awjpfds^w ^^fcribe th^ advaa^ 
tages, whi(jl^ ^ji; w;fli .difp|bfed youth. ipay 

Kaj> fi;o» it,i^ .^.;^^^,<^tf:-S^^^^^^ 

obligations 
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ftfclfeations to God for' tfiis ibe(irmab& 
bleffing. Having tcfore you. the doc-; 
trines, precepts, and example of. the blelt. 
cd Jefus, you may daily increafe in wit 
dom and virtue, your path ihioing ^or^ 
^nd more to the perfcft day* / \ 

Be perfiiaded, therefore^ ,to brigliteiT^ 
die n^brhing of life by the profeifion s^df 
praftice of chriftianity. , Among all tlierj 
different denominations of chriftians^ fofnei 
there are, furely, ,witlr which you cajn! 
Utiite ; I know not that aperfea coindr. 
dence ^f fentinientjs neccflary for reU^. 

fiotra communion. Haying, then, t^-- 
td to the world that you .are not afiianied'; 
of the gofpel, endeavour to imbibe its^ 
i|)irit, ind to obey its Taws. Frequentljr. 
call tip to view tl;ie example o£ Chnft^ and' 
make it your ^great .concern,, to walk, as\ 
he Walked. ' In; the fame degree in which'^ 
you fefemble the Son of Gpd^ you SyiJi be,- 
irr fiyour with:,GocJ and .'man. ; . ' . 
* Tlnis Kave ' I endeavoured to ^oirit. out; 
thi? ttiie- art' of cbnciliktin^ the , affedion i 
©f 'God, and jpfocuring a good' na.me W^ 
the* Vbrid. . l^ay ^I hope/that you "will 
take "thefe things into' fenous coniidera*^ 
tion f It is i ^reat ppiaX . to b^in w^Il. j:^ 
many have been wrong, all tKeir 'daySy 
bkaufe tAeJ^^did not fei ouV right it firft; 
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If, .therefore, it be your farneft defireta 
begin life xvithlionour, to. fecure the fav^ 
oipr of .6dd, and to .obtain a good rep« 
Utatioix among men, db not flight the, 
?5monitrohs,^iA have now been givea 
ydu -oBt this fubjea: « The fear of (hq 
Lord is the beginning of wifdom j^^ 
wherefore,* lit his fear rule in your hearty 
ztid govern yiqur anions. Be carefiil to 
ipeak the trutK always, and to be j.uft and 
libriotzrable in all your dealings. Behave 
/with that tnodefty and circum^eftion . 
^!^ich are fo proper at all times, partic* 
.ularly at your period ©f life. Early engage, 
in fome honeft profeffion, and do with 
your might what your hands find to . do* 
Knally, aipire to tne charafter of a chrif- 
iian, a charaft^r the moft honourable that 
a mortal can fiiftain. If you do thefQ. 
things, you will never fall ; God will be 
your friend* and preferver j his ever-, 
"watchfu! eye will be continually upon, 
you, and his^ bounty will , fupj^y your 
wants, You will, moreover^ have an, 
honeft fame among men, upon which^ , 
reafon will tell you to let a proper value* 
You will be the ornament of fociet^ ; to i 
yo^r parents and friends', your growing [ 
virtues will afford unfpeaka^Ie fatisifac-. 
tion ; you wiH haye peace in your own . 

; • ' ' '^-' — - minds i 



fiAfKk' ; * yw wiH' 'f!Ft prepartfl* for w% 
whatever it may 1»Hbg i • and ready for 
death, whenever . it fliall come. When 
you rail here, you will be received into 
cverlafting habitations ; and a life confe- 
crated to religion and virtue, wUI be at- 
tended with an exceeding and eternal 
wdght of glory* Atneiu 
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TITUS u. 6. 

tPUNG M£K LIKEWISE EXHORT TO BS 

SOBER-MINDED. 

1 HE advantages oi early piety 
Sire (o numerous, and Co great, that we 
cannot wonder the gofpel tak^ particular 
notice of young per&ns j that it addrefles 
fome of its moft emphatic warnings and 
admonitions to them, and difoovers an 
invariable fblicitude for their welfare. To 
a parent, to a friend erf fociety, to a pro- 
fdOTor of religion, to any man of fober 
reflexion, no fight can be more attractive 
than a youth fincerely devoted to his 
Creator. In the contemplation of fuch 
an objedl, there is fuperiour joy among 
the angels of faeaven* I will even venture 

R to 
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to fey, that Jefus Chrift and God his 
Father ^re peculiarly delighted with it j 
and that the timj? will come, when they 
will manifeft their approbajtion in a inahr 
ner, which \m can ac^tiher: rcopc^ive noi: 
defcribc. .: . • 

This being an nndpubted truths I need 
not apologise for the febjed' of this diC- 
courfe* To the aged I n^eed not excufe 
it i nor will the young ftippofe it.unnecpf- 
fary, fince tikc inipprtance of early piety 
has been fo often prefled upon them, and 
they haye been fo lately from this very 
place exhorted to give their firft fruits to 
the Lord, and by one who was once 
young, and is now old, from whoie aged 
fips this exhortation muft come with pecu*- 
Kar force. At every period of life, we need 
line upon line^ and precept upon precept. 
Though w:e are not to be informed of our 
duty, fUU it is necejSTary that our minds 
be ftirred up by way of remembrance. 
Even in the appftoUc age, the chriiUans 
needed frequent admoi^itions relative ta 
their duty* ^ At this^ day,- then, no exhor- 
tation to piety and virtue can be thought 
luifeafcMmble J and leaft of ail. c^n the 
youth imiagine^ that he ftands not in any 
need of thofefolemnradmoiutions, which 

fo- oftea pccurin.tbe word of Qod. 
\ • ^ ' The 
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The words, which furnifli the fubjeS 
of this difcourfe, were addreffed by the 
apoftle Paul to one whom he ftyles his 
own fon after the common faith. Devot- 
ed to the ivxyrk of the miniftry-j h^ direfts 
him how to difcharge the duties of his 
ofEce, and particularly, how to addrefs 
the feveral charafters which might com-^^ 
jpofe the church, over which he prefided* 
TLlie aged' (fays he) exhort to be foberj 
;rave, t^nperate : the aged women to 
►ehave in a manner becoming holine& : 
the young women to love their huiband^ 
and their children ; tOvbe difcreet, chailej 
keepers at home^ good, and fubmiffive 
to an authority which is fddom exercifed 
but in the gentleft mannen He adds : 
*' Tquti^ men likewife e^hbrt fo be fobit^mind^ 
ed ; in aH things fhewing thyfclf a pati 
tern of good works/* 

The duty here recommended ihalU-A 
:F/f)^— employ our attention. \ 

And — Second^r^xht various motlves^ b^ 
which it may be urged. ; ;. 

This will prepare the way for fuch di- 
reftions relative to the moral conduft of 
youth, fuch rfeprefentations of early piety; 
inch difplays of its' pleafures and advan^ 
tagesj as may tend to confirm thdfc who 
are already prejyoiTefled in^ favour of re» 

ligion. 
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£^pn^ and to reclaim fuch a$ have wan* 
dcred from it. 

Firfi. — I ihall confider the duty injoincd 
upon young perfons \ and that 13, Ui b0 
fober^mnded. The literal meaning of th^ 
Gnek word is— ^/^ govern their fmfual €$nd 
angry puffions. Thefe being peculiarly in-*^ 
qident to yquth^ the apc^le thought it. 
necefiary to wapn them of the|r danger^ 
try urging a particular refiraint upoxi^ 
ihofe paffions, of th^ difbono^i: and tex^^ 
deaacy of which, they might not be fuf*« 
lyciently aware. But though the original 
WoiUd ^cmfine me to the& two exceu^,, | 
IbaU give larger &qpfi %s^ this apofU^c di-^ 
re^on. I ihall cpniidei? the duty injoiiii^ 
<d in its greabeft extent \ and as lucl^ 
recommend it to the pious obfervation 
of my young friends. 

And to prevent all miftakes,. I would 
firfl; obferve^'-^that it was not the inten-i^ 
tion of the apoftle to difcountenance al^ 
ihofe pleafur^sand purfuit^ which arc fo 
Ui^i^ng to youth, and which producfe nq 
iiil effeo, either upon the body or mind, j^ 
fey extending the prohibition to thefe, 
piaay. have adually diflerved the caufe pf 
religion. , There are pleafures fuited to. 
the young, and there are enjoynients. 
^qdmer, p^haps, and more r^tiqnal, fuitea 

ta 
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to the aged ; and while thefe are modr 
erately purfued, ^t commit' no offence 
againft the Author of our being, do no 
injury to our animal or rational part, lior 
unfit ourfelves for pleafures more noble, 
and more lafting. 

What the infpired apoftle would incul-i 
cate upon the^young is an habitual rever- 
ence for the divine charafter \ a confci- 
entious difcharge of the feveral duties of 
religion ; continual watchftdnefs againft 
thole tumultuous paffiorts, and flefhly 
lufts, which equally war againft the foul ; 
in fine, an unreferved confecration of all 
the powers and faculties to the fervicc of 
God, and the pradice of piety. All this 
is included in chriftian fobriety, and it 
may perfeftly confift with a moderate 
participation of ail the real pleafures and 
amufements of life. ' 

Firjl ; — you fliould cultivate an habit- 
ual reverence for the Supreme Bein^l 
This is the dire(Jlion of the wife main* ^ 
*' Remember now tl\y Creator in the days 
of thy youth, while the cv|l days come 
jiot, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
fhalt fayi I have no j^eafure in thetn;'* 
He means that you Ihould remember him 
with reverence and godly fear, with grat- 
itude and love ; rexnembex' him as a tatii- 
Ra '- , er; 
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d*, a bcncfeftor, and- a friend ; ajid €(ralcf 
you habituate yourfelves to view, him in 
this light, you would not' ncecLa; more^ 
powerful XEOtive to keep hii' comaiand^ 
znents. ' ^ :.' ' 

For want of thefe faigk and honourable: 
conceptions of their Supreme Parent *; for'' 
want of a reverential refpoft for His char**^' 
aSher, young pdribns are foft^n fbetTayctfc 
into levity and pro£kffeiie&. rOn thcr 
moft trivial oecafions they daire to invoice/ 
his^ facred name ; notwithfiandbsghis ab^K 
folute prohibition, they make no fcruple^ 
of taking it in vain, whenevet it Ihall ap-r! 
pear like a difpky of wit, or giw etnphius^ 
to thdbr frothy convierfation. Convinced 
c^ the danger of fitch impiety and its fol^-^ 
ly, do you oomluft with more decency 
towards the beft as well as greatefi:' or 
beings^ ; remember him with reverenc^ 
gratitude, and love ; £o fliaH you grow 
in favour with him as you^ grow inyears^ 
He will be your Giid, and y^i^ t^ diftin^ 
gui£bed ob^eAs of hb tare <ai^ pretention*: 

Secondly ;— *to be fober-minded, yoiJB 
tnuft lay a ^dlraint upoo th^e lufts.and 
palfions to whidi othm too freely iat* 
dulge, and prefent yofur bocBes an uiipbl^ 
luted fKrifice to God, which is your rea^ 
fonable ^ihrice- litlfcwfll it avaU to ♦re* 

member 



t 199 J 

member your Creator, unlefs you avoitf 
thofe fenfual exceffes, which he has brand*^ 
ed with perpettiai infemy, amd declared 
the ob}e&s of his utter abhOTrence. Why 
y^cvc^ you indued with, reafbn ? Why 
\eere you: raifed above the brute creation I 
Was it that you might fink yourfclved- 
bd^ow them by depraving every noble 
faculty of thfe tniiKl ? that you might 
Cfutdo them m fbnfiial ioFidulgences I that 
yo^ might, in other words, deftroy the' 
nature whaich God had given 'you i The 
powers and faculties beS»ywea upon the 
liuman kind asre a proof, that ** rioting 
and drunkenne&^ chambering and wan-*^ 
tonnefsi** were not the end and akn of 
their being. The£r guilty excefibs ought 
not once to be named among thofe who^ 
boaft that there is a ^ %irit in man ; and' 
that' the infpiration of th^ Almighty hath 
givai him :u«der&iBdiii^/* WJierefore,. 
let it be your grea;! cate to Jl€i ymtbfut luji$^ 
finos you cannot fet ihcim harve dbitiinioh 
over you witltout the utmoft fca2atd aiul 
diforace* 

thirdly /— 4:0 be/ifbef^mnAd^ j<m ihouM 
fiot only be uncontaminsted by the^ groffkr* 
poUi^ions which aare in the woiid, but 
yon ihoiiild be hi^itually cira!im^& ib 
your life and convtriation ^ the* fear of 

the 
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the Lord fhould rule in your hearts ; and 
you &ouId have refpea to all his com- 
mauOTients. This is agreeable to the 
zdvice of David, when he. addfeffed the 
young prince, his fon, upon the fubjeft of 
his duty, his intcreft, and his happinefe^ ' 
** And thou, Solomon, my . fon, know 
thou the God of thy fathers, .and ferve 
him with a perfe6t heart, and a wHlin;^ 
mind/' Obedience is certainly induded 
in the duty undef confideration ; for 
how can that youth be fober-minded^ 
how can Ae have* the fober exercife of 
his reafbn, who dares infult the authority 
of a Being, whofe approbation would raifc 
him to heaven, but whofe frowns would 
fink him to inftant defpair ! 

Convinced of the danger and folly of' 
difcbedience, let it be your pious concern 
to live like reafonable beings ; and to 
adorn the doftrine of your ble&d Saviour 
by a temper refembling his own^ and a 
courfe of adion conformable to his laws. 
" Tliink on your w^ys^ and turn your ' 
feet into the divine telHmonies ; make 
hafte and delay not to keep his command- 
ments.*' The gofpel affords you the moft 
excellent rule* of duty ; its Author the 
moft glorious ejcample; Iriftrufted by the 
one, apd attraded by the other, do you, 

therefore,, 
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therefore, yield yourfelves up to the fer- 
vice of yoiur Maker ; let it be the care 
and bufinefs of your life to pleafe him j 
9C^opt the language and refolution of the 
pfalmifi, ** I have fwora, and I will per* 
iopm it, that I will keq> thy righteous, 
judgments. Depart from me, ye evil 
doers, for I will Wep. the con;imandment& 
of my Qod.*' 

. Having thus confidered the i:ourfe of 
behaviour, virtually recomniended by the 
apofU^^ when he exhorts you to ho/aber-^ 
mndedj I proceed, in the Second place, to 
the various motives by which it mav be 
urged^ And it is a coufideration, wnich 
ought to have due weight with youngs 
perfons, that early piety will give fingular 
pleafure to their parents, their friends, 
and to all who feel interefted in their 
honour and welfare. ** A wife fon mak* 
eth a glad father : but a fooliih fon is. 
the heavineft of his. mother." A parent^ 
^ho has any fenfe of religion on his mind, 
can have no greater joy than to " fee his 
children walk i^ the truth.'* This he 
will efteem an ample reward for all his 
pious care and inftrviftion. Whatever 
-expence ha^ been beftowed in forming 
their, morals, in?prpying their manners,, 
wd, cultivating their mmds, hewill not 

think 
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think it uilnccd&ry, or ill-bcftbwedi 
whik it produces the happy fruits c^ early 
piety and virtue. ^ ' 

If then there be any gratitude or inge^- 
nuity in the human breaft,* think on thefe 
things. If there be any Icfve and merey, 
fulfil ye the joy of • thofe^ whofe. happindlk 
fo much depends upon your conduct in 
life. Why would ybu wouftd them' to 
\jrhom you ire ' under fuch feifting obK- 
gations ? Why would you fiB their eyei- 
vnih tears, or thdr hearts with fotrdw ? 
Why would you caver their faces with 
ihame ? Why bring down their grey hairs 
with .forroW to the grave ? Be aflured 
you never inflift a deeper wound upon' 
their fouk than whecr you walk in the 
way of your own heart, and in the fight 
rf yoiir eyes. Such a return for their 
care and fdicitude, is ii^ateful j fuch 
an abnfe of their kindndts is a- c^ime 
which wants a name- 

fiu^. another motive to fobri ety iii early'' 
life is the pref^t honour it wiU' confer i 
upon^you ) and the hap^neil it wUl yield. 
3y denying ungodtinefs, and fenfuai hrft^ 
and livmg foberly in - the i world, you • fae* 
rifice no : rfeal enjoyment, you fubjeft 
yourfdves to no laj& (which you will ever 
xoeL The reftrain|s ci religion aire* aq ' 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary reftriftions of your liberty j not? 
are the laws of it mere tefts of your obe«» 
dience. God has injoined one a<ftion, 
and • prohibited another, becaufe there is 
a natviral . tendency in the former to 
render :you honourable and happy, and in 
the latter to : fink yOu into mifery and 
difgrace, . . ' s. 

SenfiWe ,o£ this, the wife man has de-^ 
fcribed true religion in the following 
poetic ftrains : " Length of days is in her 
right hand, and in her left riches and 
honour. Her ways are ways of pleafant* 
n^, and all her paths are peace. She is 
a tree of life to them, who lay hold on 
her ; and happy is evary one that retain*- 
eth her." This is not a mere poetic 
flight ; it is a matter of fa^, that a life 
of religion is a life of real pleasure ; and 
that youth who devotes the morning of 
his days to the fervice of God, will cer- 
tainly find that he has been wife for this 
world, -«nd wife for the world to • come. 
In the eyes- of the more difccrning part 
of mankind he will appear to Angular 
advantage ; even among the fons of 
difiipation he mH command refped: ; his 
breafi: will never be tormented by the 
laihes of an unapproving ' confidence ; 
when he retires to lus pillow^ hiis. llumber 

will 



^U not be dtfturbed by the guiky feenes 
which have di&onoiired the day paft* 
Innocence^ injured and bedrayed, will 
never affail his t^T vnth her juft reproach^ 
es ; nx^ will his dSeriou^ momesats be all 
embittered by the refledbkm, that lie has 
introduced ihame and infamy into- the 
halHtation of honour. In ihoFt, he, that 
reincmbers his Creator in the days of his 
youth, will be a ftraager to all the guiky 
fears whidi torment wicked men, to all 
their felf-reproacbes, to all their diftreffing 
«xpeftations beyond this life* The peace 
of God, which pafleth all underfianding^ 
will be the prefent reward of his virtue ; 
and he will confidently exped more difr 
tinguilhing honour and happincis in a 
better world. 

Thirdly.^^ExAy piety has this further 
advantage, that it? fiaturally leads to the 
higheft moral attainments* Virtue is 
progreffive ; like th« morning fun^ the 
path of the juft man fliines more and 
more to the pcrfed day. He that in the 
morning of life devotes himfelf to the 
fervice of God, and the duties of rdtgk>n» 
will foon become remarkably ufefiil and 
exemplary. It was faid of an aatient 
prophet, that " hejtared the L^rd greirtif' i 
the reafon afl%aed is, that " he feared mm 

from 
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Irdm 1ms youth/* The {ame cSk& wffl 
4iaturally be produced by the fame caufe. 
Do you. in this early period of life hab- 
. ituate yourfelves to the. way in which you 
&ould go, and when you are old you will 
-m)t depart from it ; the duties of religion 
will become daily more delightful ; if 
you lov^ your Saviour now, you will love 
him ftill more 5 if you now ferve him 
with cheerfulness, the time will come, 
when obedience to his laws will confiitute 
your higheft felicity ; every virtue you 
now poffefs will acquire ftrength and 
vigour, till you arrive at the ftature of 
perfeft ncien in Jefus Ghrlft* The amiable 
youth will become the ftill more amiable 
man ; the young patriot will be the or- 
nament of his country ; and the young* 
^ faint (if he perfeveres) the moft fplendic^ 
chriftian* » ' 

Finally ;— >^rly piety is recommended 

rby this additional, and moft interefiing 

. Confideration, that it is peculiarly pleafing 

to God, and to Jefus Chriffi j and that it 

will lay a foundation for fuperiour honour 

and happine& in the heavenly world. 

'^ I remember tha kindnds of thy youth," 

fays the Supreme Being to his chofen 

people ; and it is a matter of fad, that 

the youngeft was the difdple whom Jefus 

' S loved. 



loved. "^ Region |ti evby age ir akHaae- 
ilve ; imt in yc/uth it oeztaibly Moosra 
fncuft ^teafin^ form : bafidefi;^ throngl^tiis 
grace dF the gofyd, [k^ wiU /entstsk, smij 
according to the Datntid caaar&iof tfaB^% 
it vM qvalHy^ -^«i Wil|)edc:aft>le mnft dter- 

tJiftt i&i?^ who has nixade th& ^gfeatsft '3iian|l 
aetainineiits^fetU ^joy the higlka .fifiq- 
ity ; the blmbdne^ ^£ hasret^ ^rane c^ 
'Of tiie paridctikrifttis of our tninek 9: ii^ 
"wMchreaion, the yoiith who tcnnfeonttcs 
%is eitfy powers to God and the 'chitkMsf 
reI%ioti, as he will fw oMfiusie Ot^ 
dfiolii^^? ^o wiM hifs future joys bs Sk 
ftjperteur to theirs^ 

A^ are not thde mmi^eg fiiffidsKt tx> 
induce you to flee youthM ittfe, aood to 
■brder yoiHr eonwrfatioa-according to the 
rofpd ? Have you any fentiment of M^ 
^6ion fer tfaofe who ftand ib the edition 
of earthly psu^ents^ f i^e yoa <ldiiOu& to 
'tt^ay their Undnds, by xnakingthe int- 
ing OT thdr ds^ ct^mfortable aind h$ppfi 
!{ave you 'anyiregard to 4he good opinMn 
of tnanld nd ? Are yt^ur own honour and 
intereft an hljeA worthy of your atten- 
tion ? '& it amattar of importance tx>&- 
tnire th^ appirohation ^of your hsBsmaif 
Father, iifd die eiv^erlaftlng j^^ of ^die 



fiitaeevQridk? tf. ^ovf^honour^ and Is9f. 
mcirraiity hmc any attradives in yoiqr 
^cfe^ you ceftaiialjr will ^^ thiak on your 
vay^jrotLi^illjdehyjQOt to keep tbe di* 
.vine cominaiuiiQGnt^/'' 
. /rtk wofed <rf Go^ affords- you, the am*^ 
pieft inftru&tQn ;. ihidy th^i word with 
locticidajD atteBtion, . mof e. d^pedally tke 

He was a preacheir of : righteoufncfs ^ ^ 

.%sike as mnrer man fp^kerS' wherefore U(« 

.ten i to him za one who hath the^ wordff of 

idvezlafting' li&t; an<f en4ea^€wr to copf 

the: idirtum and graces. wMch &h adcu^ 

ids^ diznBxTk The moi^ your pucfue it^ 

the more delightfal wi& the; ftudy .become ;; 

tlie mon^ ytxm cb]item{^3ibe^th& more; will 

. you admire hh t^wi^ph^^ 

. . Whiie you thui^ e^^leaivroiir to draw 

diviae iniUiii^lioft ftpiqf the orades^r of 

.truth,' a^oid .th^ ibijiety; of tbofc wbo^ 

wonM el^c^ ev^i?y^ virt^uQvs* impr^on! ;. 

foch there .^r&io^ the "s^^^y i?^ ^j^jfi^ 

\the peiinidoiis. inBxmi^^ o| tbar conver* 

'grtion^ and esjeia^le^ ywi. ean/oot b^ ^'- 

-ficiently on your. guard. ^ lify ficm, if 

&inem eiitioe ^JK^^/.conffii^t t^op.not;'' 

•* Evil oompQiUniGa^Qil? .qpFrx^t> good 

BiMcers/' . .Yo^ heft iiopreflions will be 

e&oed^ < yp^ b^i t^oimu)^ will, be, de* 

fe^ted,^ 



feated, while you frequent tlri^ SooxSj ci^ 
focAsy and chufe tfaofe for your compaoei^ 
ipns, who. make a .mockat finy who/are 
devoid of all principle, and tdeftituleiol^ 
every commendable qnaUfcy. . • 

' Be frequent^ feriou»^ a©d fcrycat in all 
the o&oes of devotion. ; diligently ratteadr 
the public worfhip of your Maker, fand 
W^ with ^ca3(i4our to dM^ inftini^tibns. 
which are reiterated every Ldrd^s day- j 
li)ear in mimd the deceit&lne&.t^/iin, axnl 
the diBykulty with which vicious habits of 
hmg fianding are evar fubdiied. ^^ Can 
the Et^opian change his ikin, or the 
leopard his fpote ? — 'then may ye s^ da 
good, who a^^ acoiftomed to do evil/' 
> . Finally er-^^i^c the ihortneis of life and 
its uncertainty, that youth smdiheplth are 
t^o iecurity againft the; arrefts of ^|ith» Do 
not proinibCb your i^ves many years to come^ 
for yoi^ toaow not what. 2^ day may bring^ 
£orth } ten tho^faiid dan^s lurk around 
y^u J your life is but a. vapour, your days. 
3 hand-breadth, . your years, a tale that 1$^ 
told, ypur beift ^€$;;^e . altogether vanity t 
Wherefore^, attend to the things whicii 
bdong/tp ypur peace, l^&rd they ^re hick 
den from you| eyes« .... ^ 

Tq enforce the exhortation of the apQf- 

-. , . 1 -, mentsj^ 



metils&i aind by fmce of re^on^l xni^t 
convince you'^ that it i^ the part of wifi. 
A^m^ to be foberi-miifded Permit me to 
**abe a-fliortercouirfe j let me apply to 
your moral fenfej let me exhibit a yiJ» 
dious anxl Virtuous charader^ leaVe jrou 
CO compare ihem^ and to dr^iM^ the con^ 

Wil*L ^wefflP ;lild fedahie^ capable of 
fhe beil* miprdvcmcnt, aad fu'fl^ient to 
MiKlerhfrnan ornament and bfeflltig to 
fodeiyy^ib^/vfe// early betook himftlf t6 
tfto moft vidou^ courfes* For hiy com- 
l^nioiis be choft the idle and profane^ 
by them infttiifted, aaid ehco^iraged by 
their exainple, he foon pkingcd lAvrAm 
in thofe guilty exceffes which are equally 
fetal to forttiiie and to rep«tationj to 
body and to mind* Behold Mm now 
the viflim to intemperanee and debauch- 
ery J his connexions fiiiink from him ai 
one ndio Is a di%race to their femily and 
name. His parents, they, sflas ! have lonfe 
finee £dlen under the accumulated di& 
honour which Ms ^esihare brought 
Upon them ; thehr' grey Jiat'rs he hzs 
brought down ^^h f6t*row to the grave. 
Tormenting thought ! But this is not aB* i 
he h rackra with bodfly pains, the fniiti 
ti hi? crintHnal esceib y human art ca» 
't 8 2 afiQf cl 
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afford no reUcf ; ^ Us only paroipe&:js-lo: 
live defpifed^ and die unlamented I 

^From an objed fo humiliating, let me 
now caU ,off .your , atteiititon. Behold a 
different character , the virtupus and ami*'' 
aUe Eugenii^ Wit& . ei^oal • powers; and: 
equal advantages he entes;ed^ life ; bj a., 
wife improTipment of theib, he early ac-r 
quired a fiore of ufeful knpiwkdge; andb 
thus became qualified to difcharge hi& 
various duties^^ as a chriftian, a citizen,, 
as a man. Devoted to his Creator, from> 
the time he became capable of refledtion^ 
he happily efcaped the pollutions which 
are in the world, through the contagion 
of ill example ^ and intent upon bufineisy 
he had no leifure for thofe criminal pur- 
fuits which are fo inviting in this age of 
folly and diflipation. '^Boiold him now^ 
the delight of his parents, the. pride o£ 
his ccmnexions, the ornan>ent of fociety*. 
The wife and good behold him with plesu*- 
nre ; his acquaintance is |:ourted by all 
who can difiinguiih a man of principle 
from a fool. He is happy in the appro- 
bation of confcience ; happy in the appro- 
bation of the world ; and ^11 happier in 
the approbation of his God. In the 

Erefeat fiate, he expeds his full ihare of 
. uman enjoyment^ in the ftate ap^* 

proaching^ 



Ml 



proachiiig, fvperiour and everlafHng fiafio* 
ity. 

To you I now. appeal which of thefe 
objefts IB mofb ktviting* Survey them -at 
your leifiire ; contraft, compare them ; 
and if upbn^ due, examination it s^pear 
that every advantage is on the fide of 
virtue, make Eugenia your pattern?— Gtf 
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CHARACTER OS J^^ANIEL' R£tOMKtEND£I>^ 
TO TUB IMITATION OF T0\JTH*. 



• DANIEL X. in 

IbAWtL, A * MAN OHEATLir BELOVED> 
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IT is the ad^ce of ail iai^red^ 
sqpoftle^ that we ^* take the nrophet^, who 
haveTpoken m the name or the Lord, ftxr 
an example of fiifieriiig affliflion, a&d of 

Etaenoe/' Tfais' counfd defenres cAir 
ious attendon i k^ may €hd greS(t 
entertainaient in tonCeusplating' tfaoie ex« 
odknt chaitiAers^ wMeh ado«ii the page 
of tevebction'^ aAd.iire mar^ derive tbr 
aioft iifi^ infiini£dpn from a fiirvey^ 
thofb triab and virtues which have ten- 
dered them the adnnradon of the worlds 
Among the eniiiiemlf great and good 
aoen^ wh<wi «e/ac« eadKMRod to talse jfor, 

* afi 
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a confpictious plaice. He W2» a defcend-^ 
ant from the kings of Judah ; and for 
this reafon might be diftinguifhed from 
other captives by the royal favour. In 
the prophecy of Ifaiah, we read, " Behpid 
the days come, that .^ that is in thine 
houfe, and that which thy fathers have 
laid np in ftore until this day, Ihall be 
carried to^-Satbyton* : nothteg IJhtaM be left^ 
faith the Lord. And of thy fons, which 
ihall ifTue from thee, which thou Ihalt 
beget, ihall they take away ; and they 
fliall be officers in the palace of the king 
of Babylon.*' This prediftion wa3 ad- 
dreffed to Hezekiah ; and was acdom- 
plifiied, when Daniel and three others 
were deftincd to receive a princely edn* 
cation, to be fed firom the monardi's ta** 
ble, and to attend on his perfon* 

Daniel is mentioned with great xefycSt. 
by the Jewiih hifk^ian ; be ftyles.him^ 
*^one of tie gix?atoft: of the.-pijophete :^^ 
and Jie further obfenres,^ that he ^^siot. 
only predidied events, Ukc other pnophcta^^ 
but alfo afligncd the precipe timctaf tfaeiar! 
aqcomplUhnDeojc.'? Our Saviour, Ekc*^ 
wife, mentions.. him. with glieat itefpeift ;; 
ajQid ;tif ,wc latteiid; to. the. fulgeft of hia 
pccf]^««;ie6j^.]l90«^«.:^lK.CMa^^ M^ 
. . ' ^ fcringa 
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ftiii^ ol.Gfarift;,. ^»i' tfaet gr£;8i:B«e&i9» 
which would precede the g^d a^e, wa 
vn&i confider Daski Wroner of tSsc moSL 
tsmMTA ot an. ordear^ dcfisbaed to: look, 
into foturity ^ and^ bj? propfaettc/coxnoiitw^ 
]iicatio]39> t& 'camibrt ^nd^ ia&cvb&i maniv 

U^dar Ncbiich^iuesvfii;, and hb fi»c^ 
eeSox&i heiiji^v^edin gceftt f3JvH)i3r ;^! and hisr 
\iKKX)|xiiaCfi merits^ conciUdted the fxieisd?$^ 
ihipofDsuiu^^UKiGyni^. In is oranjmtee^ 
tibat he was> twieiity' ye^i^ of age, .'Mdw^ 
Oisri^^ into cxpdmtf *r that^iA'tihe oomfe 
q£ ten ]ff^tx» a^terwardsy b0 icada^ eftabn 
Uilted n^utataon fior wifdom sod piety '^ 
and t^t .he had B^irly attained fea, ant 
hui^hred yeair^ Molten he died. /£]»( 
^boct aGCjOpat of I^aqM^ hthm^^ht neosS^ 
iary^ as-aa int)!odudkm to the (fe^oimifp 

1x2 the^t^t,,J^e js^adds^od. Ucjatiinsub 
greyly b^pfcct ; Thji* &e nm&ted thift 
di^js^Rgiii^^ ill other mw^^ 

thaft he. dgfery^. tff :be^ gfp*|!y) bdo^ted*^ 
will cifii3rly, >jpf e^p, ,if afttead.fep:^ 
hiftory, ^ far ^ thft-p^ticiriarS of it fiwy 

iMl, thcjrefprfv^proi^cd (tot ipyeljyigato 

the. iu^ericHBr|«^<;i^i^M:ii»JwW^ 
Bs. chara^,. i^^fttlBi:.)^, w*. ^ay Jito 

delighted^ 
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idci^ed, infb^ae^ and peri^ti»dcd 1s^ 



Sft^-^Jt is^isnpoiSble not to 
liis 'coQfdbfiMMCB &:rupies, wJien (feteded 
vdtditiiree i!AliH!>$i to MceiTe annlionoiiiv 
.afakjcsdacatitm; and to experience tlxi 
royal boiuity. That tiiey might be qual-* 
ified to fisrve tkcSr prince, orders were 
given^ that they (bouid be mfiruSrbd in 
4iie ■ latiguage ja^mi fcbnce of the Ghal* 
dbanrs ; 4md that, during three year^, they 
&ouid be fed from the king's t2ft)le ; aztd 
ihould drink of his vnne. This flattering 
dlftindion, however, was very unaccept- 
able to Darnel ; that, which he eileeffied 
Jiis duty^ he wifely preferred to any £^i&ial 
gratifications ; he, therefore, intr^ated 
that he and his friends might be permitted 
'to eat pmlfe, and to driixk waXer, their 
religion forbidding them to partake df 
misQ dainties providdd for a m:onareh» 
Jdtter feme difficulty the t^eqiteft was 
gttmted ; and Banid had the Bttisfa^ion^ 
wtthont ofiending his ' reyal liene&dx>r> 
to prderve bis cmifUenee -undefiled. 

tech -z fitid regUrd to duty, in a per-! 
ibn fo young, and under circumftances fo' 
trying, muft be't^nfidered asan earaeft 
^ tfaofe aeGofnpl^Mi^f»tisK,wli»^ rcatcbred 
die prophet gvesdy tetov^. - To 'perfons 



: jttft entering Kfe, I would, tiverefore, prb* 
pofe this truly excdlent example. In inv- 
itation of Daniel, purpofe witkin your 
own hearts, that confcienee fliall be your 
-guide, and that no pajQion fhail be grati- 
fied at the expence of imnocence* Excufias 
wiU readily offer them&lves, if you are in*- 
cKned to offend. If Daniel had partaken 
of the king's bounty, he m^ht have at- 
tempted to &tisfy his cofifdence, by pleach- 
ing his condition as a captive, and the oi?-' 
ders of a mafier, whom it would be death 
to difpleaie or difobey. * He might have 
adopted the popular maxim„ that circum- 
fiaaces aiter cafes ^ , and that there are 
times, when every other duty muft yield 
to that of felf-prefervation. , But . Daniel 
did not wifh tp impofe upon himfelf ; he 
was well eftablilhed in the principles of 
his religion, and he knew that thofe prin- 
' ciples would be violated by a compliance 
with the order^ which had been given 
relative to him and his co^lpanions• His 
Tcruples arctfe from a faft which it may 
not be? improper to mention. Previoully 
to their ufual repass, it was a gener^ ' 
pra<5iice among the Heathens to make an 
oblation of fome part of the food fet 
before them, as a grateful acknowledg- 
ment to the gods, and an intimation, that 

Aey 
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tlicy Wcte fed by thdr botmty. Evfei^ 

eiitettaintneiit had, thercfofc, fomcthing 

in it of the nature of a facrifice ; and for 

this re^on, Daniel and hia religious friendiS 

declined to partake of tbe^ provifiom 

coming from the king's table ; they 

viewed them as meats oilbred to idols^ 

and by confeqttence imclea«, or polluted^ 

Let the fame juft views of things, the 

fatne regard to duty, the fame tendemcfi 

itrf confcience, the fame noUe refblutioa 

to, be innocent, whatever felf-demal it may 

coll, aftuate all tHio have jxrft entered 

Hfe ; or, who have not been fo long iti 

the world as to be contaminated by it* 

H6w much depends on beginning weH, 

language cannot exprefS. To lofe the 

morning of life, is to lofe the raoft fe* 

vourabte feafon for fbwing the feeds of 

virtue ; it is to negleft an opporttitricy 

for for niing good habits, which will never 

return. If then, in the article now under 

c:^amtrtatioh; ytou appriOFve of the aftions^ 

and commend ' the choice, of Daniel, go> 

and do Kkewife, Before they arfe hard* 

ened through the deceitfulneft pf lift, ler 

yanr hearts be open to i^^^ms inipref- 

fions i cherifh^ by frequent meditation^. 

the fear and love of ^ God'; at atf times, 

let the voite of confcicnre be hesird j be 

T ' not 
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not ^{^preheniive of that which if ;fb^fbl^ 
imdable ta yioung peHbns, tke> charge- of 
fupcriUtion ; ifor- tbe'^xnofi ab|e<E):.iuper«i 
^ition is preferable %<^ :lidenti6iiihe&^ 
FinaUy , . kaw . {rtniitbc exatnpie! befi>te 
you to decUiie the: mc^ ^iattfirxngvdfiers^ 
and to. forego the liuaft aUuJcingi grali£i4 
catioQS^ if they carry "with them cniiy/ thq 
app^trance.of evil» Thus; ^atchf^il xnrer 
your cNm hearts^ thus refblute : ia ytiuff 
oppofitton tO' teitiptatioa of >every kindy 
you . wiU g£ow in wifdom 3fs ^ you sroan in 
years ; and you will take the mou eScGt-^ 
ual meafuroj to fecure the divine fnendlhip 
TiXid prote&ion* 

J Secsndly.^^^We may. obfervc in the chaiu 
^^r of Daniel an habittial reverence of 
God, and a devout aeknowledgment ' <rf 
hi3. agency in aU events* Whei^ c&iled 
to interpret a dream which difturbed the 
^pnarch, .he ; firft repairi^- to him who 
is - the . revealer of feciists^ and kaivhig 
recei^d ai divin^commonicatibQi; he^ pro^ 
cedds; ih thf .£olk>\dng ftrdn i ^^' HieSkA 
fas tl£&.nfitme>o£:Gs)d;for ever and ievtif); 
fox wifdomand might' are ids^ AhdJbe 
changethfhe times^: and the feafons -; he 
removeth kings^ and ietteth ilp kings f 
be givedi . wi&tom urito" ' the t^ib, and 
knowledge; to -tbemi th^ Idnow w\j^ti* 

ftaiiding i 



fbiitding ; he rcvealeth tte deep and fecrct 
things; hekhoweth what is in darfcnefsj 
and the fight dwdlcth with him," It is 
q£ the laft imporlfance to tis to &)rni juft 
idests of t|ie Supreme Agent, and to re- 
member the government excrcifed by 
him over, this world. ; His over*ruIing 
providence is one of the effential dod:rine3 
of religion; • Refertring all events to his 
wife ami benevolent agenqr, and more? 
efpcdally,» confidering the* revolution of 
ftates and . empires as his work, we ihall 
feel a confidence in times of difficulty^ 
which' no other view of things can pof- 
libly infpire. Deeply imprefira with his 
univerfkl pirefence and righteous govern- 
ment, ^^ li^t will arife to us in darknefs $ 
nor ihaB we be afraid of evil tidings, our 
hearts will be fixed, trufting in the Lord»'^ 
Uaconne&ed .with Haa, the afpeA ci 
things is often l^oooiy and difiroutaging $ 
but no £9oner do we caU to mii^ his 

« 

divine pcsfedtions^ and particular provi-* 
ichcty than the clodd is diipilled^ ; his 
^dminiftratioiv, in t the 'fame degree in 
which /it comimaaids the afiieat of our un- 
derftandings^ wHLrcibare (erenity to ouo 
(ouls ; WO ihaU feel ai (bong Ipcrfiiafion; 
that all: things will terminate'WeU *, ^hat 
the goodiof the fyftemiwiU be proHioted ; 

and 



and Asa GoA '«i^r 'derive' honour froiA 
every difpenfation. H^tiite the • exhorta** 
tion of the facred pojbt \ « The Lord 
mgnetb) let the* earth' ?ejoiee'.*' • Heiicc 
^lib the TaptlurouS iiVains wkidi - wet^' 
h^ard in heaven : * i^leluia, the -Lor^ 
God omnipotent reiga^th.^ -Anci heiice 
proceeded the ^6iisi <K)ti6deiiccv ' ft w^dl' 
cxpreflbd in* the-folk)(wing; svords :— ^-^^^In 
time:. of tr0^1e^,'hd (hall 'hide^ me in^hfe 
pavifioA : {» the fadtet^ of 'hi^' tabernacle 
fiuU he-'hide'in^ ji he feall fet ijie Upton » 
rock.'* Thdeare f he rfentiHients inlpite<t 
by an uiffdgned afient to the being aiidf 
:^(niniftration8 of God, a(Kl an 'h^bit|i|l 
referei^^e of all things to the opetatiob <^ 
his ^providence. ^ * 

Forthe &tbfa4)(iofi of-oijr own m^d^, for 
eur tranquiflity aijd comfort, let us tl\env 
in. imitation bf ;DanieU fet t|ie Lord always 
before us. The -chriftian .relij^Qn throtvS: 
new light on thofe dofl:«nes to which h^. 
bore -4:^m^i^y j and wfjith w^ Uiis^ 
(joafirfatiqn ^itt ^tjmds of difttefe -llie' 
Saviour of m^ntcondefcended to b^ ^^tf 
ejs^plieit on this ftibjeift ; he aflui'ed his 
^lloWers, <hat the berievoTent c^re Of God. 
extended t;o every. j>art of 'His dominions, 
and to every; daft of beings,^ As? well thd' 
fall gf ft %afr^i^ iis t^iAt^Man emj»i*e ist 

reprefcjntcd 
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U^refentdd to be his. .woark by our divine 
ijiftruAer. From the example of the 
prophet, and the counfels of our Saviour^. 
Let us, therefore, learn to fee God in all- 
things, , and to confider every occurrence 
as the produdion of laws inflituted by 
him. To fee him who is inviiijble is not 
more a duty than a privilege. 

Thirdly.r^M the prefence and ageiKry- 
of God were familiar to the mind of 
Daniel, fo he maintained a continual in« 
tercourfe with him by prayer and fuj^li* 
catioi) ; hepoflbiTed a principle of fervent: 
a;nd habitual devotion ;. accordingly^ he 
^read his wants, before him, acknowledge' 
ed his mercies, and, with filial confidence, 
referred himfdf to the divine care* Hift 
application to heaven in tbie cafe of that 
extraordinary dream, which endangered 
the lives of aU the wife men in. Babylon,, 
has been already mentioned ;. the famo 
devout fpirit accpmpanied him through 
life ; and under the ^eign of Darius, it 
was the only cl^rge 'whiSi his idolatrous 
enenodes cQukl hr'mg ^gainft }dvEU 

, Wlpye^ the temple . wasr cojifecrsu^y 
Solomon intreated, th^it if captives fe- a 
diftant land, the people fhQuld pray ta 
God towards the city Yjhich , he had cho*- 
fen,, that he wpuld l^qs^r i», ^aven, hisr 
X z. dwelUngr 



dweUTng-pkce^ and tnaintain ^their cauia 
Prefuming on a;* gracious audience^ 'I>aniel9 
three times in the day, entered his charSi* 
ber , opened the 'wmdo^;^ towards . Jervu- 
&lem, and^ proftrating hitnfelfy fervently 
prayed, and ga^e thanks^ befops Grod. : 

As in ^ther inftance^, ib in dus^'his 
example is worthy of our imityilonJ ^We 
are ntiti indeed, m a (bale of esiile *^ ^ but 
we are in a ftate of triad and temptation ; 
ki a ftate 'vrhi^h fbrtiiihe^ many «0cca&)iii& 
for invoking the ^odof h^i?«n, and 
tni{dornig hlfi tnercy ; wcf are &x)^j0&:'to 
iPirants wliich he only can fuppiy 5 ^v^ 
experience bleffings of iMhidi be is the 
Author ; we have friends whoni affe^bioo^ 
teaches v& ^0 ifemeitiber ; and' 'W^ ^have a 
country, for th* freedom, profperily, a|id 
happindfe of »which, ¥fQ cattnotf be too 
importunate with 4ne Govwnour -c€ the 
vmverfe/ In thefe drcu^nftaiices, 'to «e-^ 
fbrain ^prayer muft then; be-regiiidedas an 
indic^ion of infenfibilify ar.diingradtude. 

• The andent ^wofchlesr *w^re- ag detout^ 
as they were bencS'dl^t and juft* > Th4f 
who made the m oft fplendid «figUF6 as^iong 
Ihefews were pofifeffed<tf' thepurcft fen- 
timent^s of pi^, and t?tei«'attewtiivte to alt 
its offices, both ppbHc and private. The 
apoftk^ ii£- iMr ibldl^i^wioUT prayed 

- ^without 



without ceafing ; and ^B to thdir iliuflari'r 
ous Mafter, his prayers were £b i^equenti 
and his fupplicatioss fa fervent, that^ 
wrhilft^on earth, he tnight be faid-to dwell 
with 'God, and ^God with himt 

Fnnn our relttion' to the Supreme 
Being, ^om the excelbneies of his nature^ 
and the dqpenden<:e of our ftate, it is eafy 
to infer the propriety of tihis aifl of horn- 
a{^. ' Ought not in&iite ^wiiidom^ power, 
and go€)ckief» to command oimt adn)ira- 
tion ? And, if we have a par^it, able and 
willing to help us, ought we not logo ta 
that patent, and to aft: of him thc^e things 
whi^h are beft fer^us ? Founded in reafon, 
and the fitnefe of things, lat ua, therefore, 
fpread our wants befoi?e, God ; and let 
our .devotions be animated by this aflur* 
ance^ »that the fetoircnt prayer ^f the right- 
eous -man av^uleth much* Learning th|s 
)inporta»t leflon from the e^^ample of 
. Danid, we may humbly hope to be pro- 
.. jiounced, as he was, greatly beloved by ^ 
<hat hein^^ 'tO' whom 2^ prayers fliould 
be addreifed ; and before whooa all && 
fliould c6me» 

J%«rr^//.-~The humility of this Uluftri* 

' ous prophet, and the confummate modefty 

with which he declined all connnenda- 

ti.on« fw Kis fuperiour wifdojm,: deferve 

pur 



cmr confideration. Darnel might bare 
derived lafling fame from his fuccpfsfuL 
interpretatiou of dreams f but, fo far. 
from taking the glory tg hlmfelf, he. af-» 
fured the monarch, " this f^crpt is not 
revealed to me for any.vifdom that I 
have, more than any living, .but for their 
fakes that fhaU maJ^e known the interpre* 
tation to the king, and that thou might* 
cf^ know the, thoughts of thy heart.*' 
There is not any queftion which we pro- 
pofe with more feluftance, than thole o£ 
the apoftle,. ^' who made thee to differ ?. 
What haft thou that thou didft not re^. 
ceive ?*' There is not any attainment . 
w:hich we make with more difficulty^ thaa 
that of " not thinking of burfehr€S mor^ 
highly than we ought, but thinking fo- 
berly." But the perfonj^.whofe chsarader 
has been under examination^ had gained 
this triumph over the vauity fo natural to , 
man j whatever he poffefled^ which 
others wanted, he devoutly rpferr^jd. tcjh : 
him who gives pr withhdds according^ tQ&. 
his own pleafure.. 

Let th6 fame mind, the fame fpirit; be. 
in uj, which rendered Daniel greatly 
beloved. If we poffefs more knowledge^ 
have ftronger powers of mind, or exhioit 
xixtues, wmch are not found, in other? > 



If we rife, ai . chriftians, ibove the com- 
mon ftancjard, let us afcrlbe the glory to* 
God J be not .high-minded, but fear, is 
the exhortation of the gofpel ; and if it 
is, by the grace of^God that we are what 
We are ; jf our powers as men> and our 
^c^Complilhnients as chriftians are his 
Work, there can be no ground for pride^ , 
but every tpotive to humility. 

Finally ^-^-r-Xht perfon fo greatly beloved 
oJf God was fuperiour to tjhe fear of man j" 
add had fiifmnefs to encounter every dan-^ 
g^r, which obftruiSed the path of diity. 
When,* under the influence of his jealous., 
enemies, the toonarch intercfided hig 
devotions, Daniel ftiU continued to pray 
to' God, as.hfehad done aforetime ;' the , 
authority of m^n had no force, when it ' 
interfered with the authority of God*. 
Difregardirig the royal decree, he, there* 
fore, incurred the penalty; ; w^hich was, • 
to be caft into the den of lions : but, 
|oY reafohs 'worthy of the divine interpo* 
fition, a miracle was 'wrought ;. and the 
malice, which p^fecuted the pi;(;>phet, 
was defeated. * ' ' • . . 

Together with the other virtues which 
ennoble the fexample before us, let us copy 
the firmhefs^and independence of Daniel. 
There may fie times^m which either our 

duty 



duty or our MetyiftTift \>t negle^edt 
To offend God or man is an. alteriiataye 
to which we may find o^rfelves iinav(0i4^ 
ably reduced. In thefe circuoiftfjnc^Sjj nw 
riiuft imitate the p^o|)l^et j . y^.muft.dit* 
charge our duty, a^nd lieav? ,t|ie. cob^ 
quences. Fear not^tho^c fwho }aU.;th$> 
body, is the direftion o^ our Saviour, : ; ^op 
he taught, fo he praftifed, j the stuthQr^y 
of God fuperfeded all oth^r ol?j?4*.; . aiid' 
every danger was overlooked, whilillHl 
was profecuting the work aifigned hiw. 
by his heavenly Father. I^et thefc exam- 
ples encourage us to feek the favour of' 
God, and tbJfecure the approbatioa pf. 
Our own confciences,. in preferepce t^,- 
every other concern ; . he who waJk^; 
uprightly, walks furely. . Temporary evib • 
irts^y arfe from a fteady adherence ta^ 
duty J ^ but, in the end, it muft.be well 
vfith thofe w^p feair C^od, and . work 
rtghteoufrieis. ' » Their .prefent fu&ri©gs, 
wSl be oompenf^ted with Immortal joy$>. 
and th?ir tepipojral lofles mtb an ^off-, 
min^ mWitapcev ; ; ./ / 

" Thushaye I taken a cuj^lpry viewof a l^u- • 
ly great an4 en^i^i^eutly goodipharaftei;, pj'e- 
fcrved jii> tixe ISjicred, voliime, and ,jra^f«. 
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fnore to^ly co the feveral virtues exhi!> 
ked by Daniel ; but, as his charafter is 
open to univerfd infpfecfeion, let iall who 
'^^ifh to l^rn thdr duty from it, make 
' it the objetS: of their contemplation. A 
»ecapitulatIon of the moral inftruftion 
already fuggefted, will conclude the dijP- 
courfe. 

Lay an early reftraint on thofe paffion3 
Whit:h ate the tempters of youth ; and by. 
^ means preferve that tendernefs of con- 
science whidi is a fecurity againft the 
smpearance of evil.- Refleft on God as 
the Governdur of the world ; and in all 
events, whether merciful or afiliftive, 
whether comparatively great or fmall, do 
homage to his divine agency. Be anx- 
ious tor nothing, but in every thing, by [ 
prayer and fupplic^tion, let your requefts' 
be made known to him. Aim at a prin-J 
ciple of habituii devotioi* ; be clothed', 
with humility; for God refirt:eth\the' 
prbud,"and gt vieth grace tp the HuiiiUe/^. 
Let the'fcar of God teijjn ill you? hearts ; ] 
and b^ neither flattered rior terrified in- 
to^ any a6: Of'dSfoWien^^^ to thefe yir- , 
tues, unite thofr prefer ibed by the gofpei. 
In a wdrd, i^Hhatfoevet things ire juft ' 
arid true, whatfbeyer ' thtn^5 are injoin- 
ed by the Saviour, and enforced by his * 

example^ 
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you fccure the favotir and lore of God^ 
the peace of your own' tninds, fortitude 
in the hour of' death, attd the pfoQjeft of 
a bleffed •immortality* That this may be 
ouf portions, God o£ hss in&aite m^eri^ 
grant througii Chlift* Amen. 
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MEANS BY WHICH THE YOUNG MAY 
AVOID CONTEMPT, 



■■I 



I TIMOTHY, IT. It. 

L.BT KO MAN DESPISE THY YOUTH* 

x HAT du^ftumity might coa^ 
matid the refped of mankind, k was 
highly neceffary^ that its firft preachers 
fliould behave in charader ; in vain 
would they publifh the^ do6faines, and 
recommend the duties of religion, unlefi 
they lived confonnably to their own (a« 
cred leflbns. Senfible of this> our blefled 
Saviour commanded his apofiles to verify 
thd^r preaching by their practice 5 and 
the apoftles Ukewife exhorted thofe^ 
whom they introduced to the gofpel min^ 
iftry^ to be patterns of thofe good works* 
which they recommended to their own 
charge. 

U An 



vords before m. TimotKy wis a* ;Jfoung; 
perfon^ v/bcm ' St, Paul had iftftruSed 'm 
tiK okri^feft fj^mv ted wiw^ hkcf 
fent forth to ^ii^ten ^bthei%i Havtri^^ 




^^ I/^/ «(? ;fki« d^/e^By j^mB^ butrbe tTiOtt 
an eucample of the bdfiei^ers i!rv word^'lli 
convenktioii, iii chaife:y,5w'^lt,lh fidtfi^' 
in purity/'- This is in exdeileht leffoh ; 
aiid we have ircafdA tob^eve, that tji^' 
young evajngdift 'governed himfelf by it. 
In all probability^ he fo b^av6d, as to 
prefervc hir own charaftcr from con- 
tempt ,$ and to give • fpkridour to the 
tmu& ifk whlfch he had engaged. This h 
<Xftt£ihi^ he had the confidence atid atffeb- 
ti^n of the great slpoftle ; and St. Piiil 
had to<^ mufth ^cernmeilt to make aft 
utnworthy pttrfod the cftgeft of bis fricnd-j 

• But myde%n,in this difeoiirfe/is not 
to draw (fee cHaraifter <tf Timcftfcyi or to 
fhow that no onfe ci3Uld dfefpife his youth ; 
the M^Pds \irhich'! have chofen wffl admit 
cf a more ^ge«era! applicatibn ; they may , 
bl^ confidered as an^moriitioh to aff who 
hfcvejuft begun Kfc; and whpfe habits are 
yet iHnform^^ '-To fuch pcrftms, con- 
tempt 



icm^ is ^ T^ry ionnidahk cr^i ; ^t left* 
Ability of youth renders this an objetSk io# 
p;irticular ai^iriioti ; and indeed at everyi 
fenod oflife^^perfonscaa bettei? taadura 
to be hated^ th^n. defpifed - ^- * ' 
That conteippt is not m u^voidable^ 
evM, is tskcB, foe granted- i|i the vrord» 
%fore .us% ** X.et no m^^ defpife thy* 
yputb," WQ\iild> upon: apy oth^ fuppofi^ 
tipn^ be unmeaaiing. and impertinent*. 
6urt it 'wa5 in the power of Timothy to^ 
piye ip^O' juft ocqa^n of contempt ; and 
it. is. in tn,e power of aU young perfonstoi 
c?3ndu6t with fo much propriety, a^ nofc 
onjly to efcape cont^aupt, but tocomni^d 
the reipeft of Qiankmd. There are uqk 
iOEanqes of fuch a fiiperiority tp« the; tetnp-». 
tations of youth } and th^ pb&rvation h-- 
fpuaded in iauEi^ that true ^ ^dont k; 
grey hairs -j an iiafpotted lift pld age*!^ 
That fu^h inft^nc^ noyay be. multiplied) (« 
fhall now endeavour to enforce the adi)M» 
nitipn p];efi:;i(;c4 to thifdifcojurfe*. . ;. « 

An^2 ^ ^^. effci^u^. remedy sgainft' 
contempt^ l^ xiiev treooipEuncnd to ^& 
young an..Jxal?itual reverence of the gfies^t 
God.; a conCcii^i^itious* d^ichaxge of. the 
feveral dut^ ^of religion ; continual/ 
watchfuln^fs .agi^in^ th(^e liimultuous 
paiHons^ which war jagj^pfL tJ^ fpul ^ and 

aa' 



crs. and iamilties tp.tihe feri^qe.^ God^ 
^»d prftfticc of .piaty^ ; Voff^S^ofy^^^ 
f]cmdfh»^md sidQfaed with i^^virttuu^ 
iK> man cm dtfpiky (mji. iht^feiqm ^V^gi 
grottod Ibrcontcinpt., yti^ gp}ii?i^<3; W^ft 
be lively in Mfelf, hf£(iri^4t€^^:Cf>mf^?n4^, 
apd reui« f>*r aff^a|oB$,i foj^i^ pjuft^^ 
roijyi^ tQomemjiij^W kefere it cjor. 1?pr; d^ 
pifed; I bwt wiB *?y 0?|?^j[H:?6»m^i^p faxk 
th^.pi^y:and:vir^e:ftiriii&;apy t^ng,^ 
thi^i defeiptipn :^. To, )t>e, fajti^e^ ftfj ^t^b 
tfadj let u3 (giy? tl^e fpl^a-^.paiitiq^ 

$0 deipi^. yeii^ bis pqf fuaded .tp.<;ultiyatV 
tn {labitual xev^^ce 0f the g^es^ GodL 
This /is tbe direfticm, oiF the wife maa : 
^^r R^meml^er now thy CwMior. ia th^ 
djiyti^of thy ypiitlji j ;wrhil/l the .evil; ^y4^^ 
€0mQ nQt,.oQr- tie year^ draw n^gh, ^k^h 

thou (^ ^Y^JMm^^i^ 
them.** The meaning of Solo^u.is^ 

tHattyoSt flwmkj. f e^^eml^^r -^^iij^.wi^h reyv. 

WWCft^nd go4ly^ifear^iWth.r^atitv(ie and 

loyi^fl r^wembfiBT >bifla> as^.ft fat^rj^.bi^aca&u:- 

Jprf-»ndfirt?ndt ajjdjffpuldjyw^J^^l^^*^^^^^ 
^j^Qurfislves tQ^ yiew. h4m.%itliig.lig|ils you 

*wojiVi i^otf J if^c^ . a ^ ;nprj?^ pQwerf vil iCaotlve- 

tfr.i^p^t^TfiC^iRan^ , 



-^tir wliAf 6^ tkefe M^h aiwt HifjiiotiniBiir 

^firaot of 'a rievebeMial awe/dB his ictiatadiet^ 
jbmi^ ' perfen^ ' are^ <Aen bcfirayed int^ 
levity aiid • i>r«jfanjeii€(s.r Afi i<fler invou. 
cati<b^[)^;^l^i^iub^ all M^itfO^-s^pe^ ta 
l^s <>mt)^i€hde,- aiii'd all ifidecettt libartktf 
with - ficr^tf thii^ay may be traced up 
t€^ tbh' foorcei *(» all htmtitiJAyixa^ tibem 
ftite'ilan^, fe^^M^fi fe kor ^afier to iaitT 
wrjt'at^ exciife tharn for thafe whtdi t 
fiaVe ho^ ttieiitionedi • Ta trottimon pro-i- 
fe&eDfefi, there ieems to be no temjptation ; 
k dii^lays neither wit not fentiment i 
Ac wesfckefrand moft' vulgar of mankind 
etan be as linpious' with their tongiies, aa 
pdrfonsr oi the firft ^^litks : Hence I 
Eow of: no habit which fiamps a eharac: 
tier with more infemyj oir invites more 
contempt, than common profanenefi^ 
^ To be guihy in this refpcft, is/ to merit 
the pecnH^r tiiontifiidattoa mentk)hed iin 
^etext: " •• ,• • '-:' •• > '" - -•" "- ' 

Ttot no man may dd|fflfe thofe; t<> 
whom: this difcourie is' more imiitediately' 
addtefied, kt me earneftly tfecdtnmeiid 
tbefear andloreof God. Thde divint 
affedlons viia fnffef no ^impious though^ 
to poffefiyotir minds, no e^l word to 
pollute your lite ; Vow c^vec£kliOB^'vM& 
^ Vz^ be: 



/ 
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be as beeomd:^ the golpd' ; ^V2(ndlig tii^ 
years, you "wffl advance u4 piety^ ia^ thei 
Knowlec%e and ftH^^ur of Godj »a^"ymtir 
charaders mil Mne vvMi'm' 
brightntffe in the^^yes ef ^fii^ WtfrMj ni o 
SeconcUp^''nnrsit rii[> «ten iriajr iiw ^^ft 
occafion to- defpife ybUy be catdM) foi^ 
2^ refiratnt upon tWe liffi& and] pallidas 
to Mvtidi dthers ittdiifee-j! < tAid^' jwdfent 
your bodies an un^uuted Sacrifice uo. 
Ood, tirhich is ydi*- reafowaWe figfiace; 
Little will it avail to ¥«tn<smbei* font iEtt}^ 
ator, uttlefi y6ti avoki thdfe ^enfual^ ^ak^eif-- 
fes, which he^his tnrandedwhh iii^mif^ 
ind prdnou^nced the iAgefts ^ hw utter- 
abhorreiice. Why l^ereyoiLi^^dtted^tli 
rational and^ raotH powers ? ViUyjwert 
70U pfeieed'ih ia rank afeb\«e^TihiB-beate 
-which pierifii/? Waft 'it that ^«m *iiglA: 
Hmk yoiirfi^ves. below th^hi^Jhy 4epr&:nng. 
•every nttWe ■ ftcnlty -of ^tJiic ^miml ?l f th^ 

^yqti might biit^o ibeih ill fedfodl^di4- 

fences ? ths^yotf tfiightyih -^hwwwdfi, 
cftroy the-'nat^e ^wiidb G^ihas^ghren 
'^ ?; TKepbwer^ ind^eiUtite bksftaf^ad- 
• on* thfe huinan kind are' a^proof j tthat' ^ «i- 
otiiig, intempdraHcei arid^evefV 4jp«cwisrof 
- fen&afit{r,^^re ^H i^gtafe* to rifafi*i>y: and 
' 'that they ought' hit ^ ^ ^nkmedcmioA^ 
\ thofe^^to^'-w^cMB'' tkb iD^ifatkaiujof ^q 

JUmighty 
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.Ailxiightf bath' given. UBderftandingrj 
luet it, therefore^ be your concern to flee; 
youthfiiJi lufts-; ' and. remember, that tol 
]pdid yojwfeiye Infts^i^both. 

to invito nvd tp d^ferv^ contempts i 

' T^ird/y^^-^To ^ofiaply -with ^ the admo- 
mtionr of thc^ apQftle^ whilfl: you ^voijd thj? 
gBofibjT ; poButidnj, ypti^ ihould ^arneftly 
endeavour to be.e^Bamples of ^very chrif* 
tian virtue $; the feai? of God ihowld ijul^ 
in ymr hearts j ?m^4 yo^ iho^Id Ijavf ^c^ 
fpelt to all hisr coiiim^ndni^s*^ Whether 
you confult your^ rejw^tatioA, yourin^r*. 
eft> or your l^ppinefs, y<|)u iwill oj^erve 
iHs. dire€kion». This, wa» th^ advice of 
David to the; young prince/ who fucceeded. 
to bis. throne ; ". Kppw thou the God of 
thy fathers ;.v aad ^ry^ him with. a( perfect 
lieart, and i^ .willing^ Ipind.'^ A iincere 
revereoiqe v«f the- Pdity muft indiEUB. a 
youth tO' qlieyrhistj^wsj}. ^r how. cjin thic 




.«onc»i!ft tO)W$4k Wpcp Qod' in^rig^ouf- 
inefi^^Dd tim^y^^n^k.V^i^ theftu4y 
fof yottrirlly^ ^q ^h^ye Jike^ rc^ajlbinable 
^. beings^ refelYe t^t),}:^^iefyer dlfit^s^rded 
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duty or our fafetymuft \>t segle^^^edtf 
To offend God or man is aa alternative; 
to which we may find o^arielves unavoici-. 
abjy reduced. In thefe c^rciunft^njc^Sji ;>v^ 
liiuft imitate the prophet ; . we m^l^rdit^ 
charge our duty, and leave tte. a^^ 
quences. iFear notthofQ ivho iki^^^th^^ 
body, is the direftion of our Saviour, : 5 ^ap, 
he taught, fo he praftifed, } ti^ a«jthpr|ty 
of God fuperfeded all oth?r obj^ft?.; ^ki^ 
every danger was overlooked, whilft : lift; 
was profecuting the work a|Bgned hi^T: 
by his heavenly Father. Let thefe eauupiQ 
pies encourage us to feek the fayoui of; 
God, and to, fecure the approbatioii.-pfi 
our own coiifciencqs, . in pr^feremce to;^ 
every other concern ; he who walkst 
uprightly, walks furely. . Temporary evik ^ 
iriay arUe from a fteady adherence ta^ 
duty ; but, in the end, it muft be well * 
with tiofe w^tp feair CSsod, and work . 
rJ^hteoufnefs. ' . Their *prefent fufferiiag^y 
wiD be TOmpen£|ited .rVi{h immortal joys,, j 
and their tepntpojrsJ!. loifes with ap ^e«rl 
Isdfttrig ijaWitapce*. , r .. 

irhushaye \ tdkcx^ a cupfpry vlew<>f a <nu • 
ly great ind emineqtly :go9d charadei:, pre- 
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more lirgely en the feveral virtues exhilv 
ited by Diniel ; but, as his charafter is 
c^ento univcrial infpfefikion, let iall who 
'^j^iftk to lelrn their duty from it, make 
" it the objedf of their contemplation. A 
»eea|rituIatio]n of the moral inftruftion. 
already fuggcfted, will conclude the dit 
courfe. 

Lay an early reftraint on thofe paflxQn5 
^hich are the tempters of youth ; and by 
all means preferve that tendernefs of con- 
iaence which is a fecurity againft the 
jrt^pearance of evil.. Reflea on God as 
the Governour of the world ; and in all 
events, whether merciful or affli<5live, 
whether comparatively great or fmall, do 
homage to his divine agency. Be anx- 
ious for nothing, but in every thing, by' 
przyer and fupplication, let your requefts' 
be made known to him, Aiiti at a. prin- ] 
ciple of habitual devotioi* ; be clothed ^ 
with humility J for iGod refifteth the'^ 
proud, ^nd giveth graice to the KuiriUe.',. 
h^ the'fear of God reign in ybuif hearts ; ! 
and bq neither flattered nor terrified m-' 
tetany afl! of difobedlence: To thefe vir- , 
tues, unite thofe frefcribed by the gofpd. 
In a word, whatfoever things are juft ' 
arid true, whatfoever thlp^s ire injoin- 
ed by the Saviour, and enforced by his ' 

example. 
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words before m* Timothy was i young 
perfon,^M*tHi!St. Paul had itiftru<9:dim 

the chri^fan fyft^mv-Jm^ iiad 

fent forth to infi^tfen MheiSj. Havirig 
dire(5led Iiim to command cettaS» thiirgSf 
and to teadi certain: duties; St: l^iil idds': 
^ Lrt «© /rkin ^Mpife'^thy fwtB^ but be ^Tioa 
an etssMntile ot th^ btHevers to '^qrd; ^In 
cotiYeri^tion^ in chattcy, Hi' i^Mt, in fadthy 
in ptirity." This is in excjelleftt IdBToh ; 
and we have reafd^ f o beHeve, thM 't£i: 
young evangelHl 'gove5rned himfelf by it, 
III all probabilityv he fo behaved, 'as to 
prefefvc his* own charafter from ccm- 
tettipt . J and to give fpfendout to the 
€iUft iA whith'he had engaged. Iliis fa 
aon^i be had the confidence and ad9^b- 
tt^n ttF the great ipoftle ; and St. Paul 
had' to<i much ^cernnierft to tnaike bA 
lAiworthy pttrfoh the dbj€& <jf * Ms fricixdr 

ih^'-' - *• '- •' ^- -^ ^' *''•'• 

• But my ddigta, in diis difedurfe/is ttot 
tc> draw (fee ch'araifter <jf ' 'nmo*!iy ^' or to 
fhdw that no onfe ctnlld dtsfpiTe his' yotfth ; 
the WDids which'! have chbf^ wflf admit 
irf a more ge«erid application ' j they may . 
bt^ confidered iar an admbWitloft t6 aU who 
Iifeve juft begun Mel and wftoffe habits arc 
yet iHi^u^,- '-*To fiich |)crfons, con- 
tempt 
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MEANS BY WHICH THE YOUNG MAY 
AVOID CONTEMPT. 
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1 TIMOTHY, IT. I*. 

tET KO MAN DESPISE THY YOUTH^ 

1 HAT chxjftiaiuiy fnigk coii>> 
maiKl the tc[j^&, of mankind, it was 
highly neceflary, that its firft preachers 
ihould behave in charader ; in vain 
would they publiih tha do^rines, and 
recommend the duties of religion, unlefi 
they lived conformably to their own ti- 
ered leflbns. Senfible of this^ our blefled 
Saviour commanded his apofUes to verify 
their preaching by their pradice 5 and 
the apofiles hkewife exnorted thofe^ 
whom they introduced to the gofpel min^ 
iftry^ to be patterns of thofe good works, 
which they recommended to their own 
charge. 
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^. .Aft Ic^ftaiice ^ this^ 'wc Ioa^ ia \ ftH 
words befwe us. Timothy wis a yoUng 
perfon^v^tfmSt. Paul had itifthi^dim 
the' ohriiban fyfteinV'^*^ wh^ hktf 
fent forth to enfighten othei^^ Havirig^ 
dired:ed liini to coininknd certMn ihiugs, 
ztid to teadi dertaih- duties^ St. ^laiaMd^T; 
*♦ Let no fMn defpife^ihy pietB^ but be-tliou 
an eocimple of th^ bfclievers in wqrti, hi 
cdnwnitiotij in'chai:fey,5ii^Tp$rIt, in feith,; 
In purity." This is an excidlent IdSbn ; 
and we have reafcim to beHeve, that Q» 
ycung evajigdift governed himfeif by it. 
In aU probability, he fo behaved,^ as to 
prefervc his* own cfearaftcr from con-' 
tempt,; and to give fplendout to the 
tawfe lA whifch he had engaged. This fs 
certain, he had the confidence and aifieb- 
tl4>n of the great apoftle ; and St. Pkul 
liad tod much <fifcernment to make ztt 

rtiworthy perfoh the ctojeft of hfe friendr 

ftfip. ' ' ''• '» • *' 

• But my dd^jhi, in tibis diicourfe/ is not 
16 draw (fee charafter of' Timcdiy ^ or to 
(how that no one could d^fpife his' youth ; 
the WDi* \l^hich 1 have chofen wffl adrtit 
of a more general application ; they may \ 
bb confidered is an swlmonitiott to all who 
hfcve jtift begun Kfe; and whgfe habits are 
y« uniformed. To fUch pcrfons, con- 
tempt 



tecppjt is a Tery ^ribtiiable eyil: ; tlie feh* 
£bUity of youth renders this an objed icy# 
particular averikm ; and indeed at ev^ry» 
l^nod of. life, perfons can botte» ttdura 
to bq hated) €ha:n ddTpifeci • t. * t 

TJbat o^teippt is not 9ia ui;i;^voidabIo 
evil, is: taiiLen fix: jgranted- ip the wordst 
%;foi?e us* , " tet no man defpife thjf* 
yputh," wcwld, ^fcm any fjthorr fuppou^ 
tian, be unmeaaiing. and impertinent,. 
6ut it .wa5 in the, power, of Timothy to» 
giye no juft^ oeo^&on of contempt ; and 
it,^in thje^ power of aU yoniRg perfonst^ 
Qon4^<9: with fo much propriety, asr not' 
only to efcape contempt, but lo command 
the rei^>e& of ^lankwd. Th^ere ^re ugk 
iSanc^s of fuch a ixip^riority txh the temp-» 
tations of youth } and th^ obfervatipn la 
founded in £a£l, tjbatrtrue "iwfdon* i$, 
grey hairs ; . an nnfpotted Uf<? pld ^e^!^ 
That fv<;h in%nce& nuy be. multiplied, h 
ihall now endeavour to enforce the admiCK 
niti9n pi^efi^d to thisrctifcaurfe^. :. ^ 

And;» a? an effe6^ual remedy ^gainft' 
contempt,: 1^ ..me; recpqi^nend to ^ihe- 
yOui^ ^^-^jM^itwl reverence of the ^peaf: 
Cfod ; . a coniCcii^ivtioud' diichaxge or the 
feveral dutj[e$: ^of religion j continual • 
watchfulnefs ag^infi thofe liiJOdultuonB 
paiCons^ whicli u^ Agf^il tJ^ and 



crs. and fyjmhk» tc>..the fervicc/qf Giod^ 
VoHd ^praAice of piety. Poff^fi^^ . o^ . tjbd^ 
f ]iiiapte3# aaid 2i^fue4*vith tMevktUi^,^ 
JK> man caJa defpife yoja^}. ^h/eyei qip Tk^ W9f 
groUiHl for jcontisinptv ,UM ap ob^ed^jopfuf^ 
be lovely in kielf, hefori^At canfqoip^^ici 
apd retail ©»r ?flfeaicM^?^, fo ,i^ ^ui5^ b^ 
rcalJjF ^^QjH^mi^Vte feefojre it c^ l?p: d^ 
pi&d t I bu* wiH 4n.y oi^et j;>x:ef^fin4;tp. f%y, 
th«t.irfety^d:v^t3ie foriii&fany thingjof 
thi$i deff^iptipn :l To, be. fatis^Gji p^ t)m 
bead, l^rus .gi^ tbe fiibje^ a.p5^;t]|Ci#r 
fsaminatiop.? , ';.:'■. ».'• 

. /iiE/2.Tr-Tbat no man may have i^aii)ii' 
%Q ,di^fjJk,jWn be peffuaded ipfjidtivate* 
an babitual-reveriaice of the g^es^ God*. 
Thia :4s the . dire^an of the . wi^ man •- 
^* R^membis? now thy Crea,t<^ ,19, ih^ 
dty^jof thy youth j yrhUft the Tcyil dayi; 
le^mQ n^t^npr- the year^ draw ^^gh, yff^en 
tio» ih^ %>, J ha?5© ino.^ldiiK^^ 
them/' The meaning of Soloippn.iv 
tbatcyo*' ffcould re^jember ,hi«^:with rev*s 
^r^nc^jind godly fear»;withrgratitvde and 
tove: J .Kin^mbiBir hiijn^ as ft fathery^bjcjftefac. 
tQVi And fici^nd y aj]^ .^oi4d you habituate 
y0ur|clyjes tg, view Wip iipi i th^g Jjgtti you 
.vojiVJ j(^otjii^eji a ^mpij^; powerful waotiye- 
to ii§^p^ti^rfi^%andB^^ .// 
J For 



' "^dr wkiM^ df tkefe high and H^otimblfar 
fDneepjAoils' df ih^ SupreqiC' Rirent, &n>, 
"frafit dl^^ reveremiial^ ^We o£ his ctian^kevy 
jo\mg * pedtiM tire okQwi bcfirayed inuai 
levity and i>fc;faneii€is.: :All >idkr iiivc^ 

&is OmnSfeie&de, and all indecent ltbertie9 
with {acred thtnga,^ may be ttuced up- 
td^ tbh'foQrcei C^ all hit»«Ui Tkes ijiem 
mite' none, for M^MdL il Is ^oT ^afier to m^ 
^n* afe ekcxrfe than for thofe wfaidb t 
liaVe tto^ mentioned* ' To troinmon pro- 
fimeitefi, tbfere ftems to be no temptation ; 
it di^lays neither wit nor fentiment ; 
^the weakefi>and noiofir vulgar of mankind 
ean be as impious with their tongues, a$ 
pcrfons^ of the firft ^ibSfitks : Hence I 
know qS no habit which ftamps a eharac« 
ter with mote infamy, or invites more 
contempt, than common profanenefi^ 
9 To be guilty in this rrfpcft, is to merit 
the pecuHar itio^fiidatioa mentioned iA 
the text. ■ •' .• .' ' - " •- - 

Tha;t no man may dei|iife thofe, to- 
whom: this difcourfe is ' more inmicdiatelyj 
addtefled, let me eatneftiy recdnimend 
thefear andlcnre-of €rod. Thde divine 
affedlons mil fuffer no impious thought^ 
to poffels your minds, no evil word to 
pollute your lips ; your c^averfation* wift 
' U2- be:' 



years, you will advance ' itt' piety^ 4af ' thet 
kriowledge and fevour ctf Gad'; ^aAd^^ytMirr 
dikrafbrs wiU fibine'^t^h-'dfh t^r^affib^ 
brightntffi in the eyes of^i^ wdrW; '^f .;j 

otcafitwt ta d^fpife vou, be .C2tr^M>fo^i^ 
^ refii^akit tipon (ilofe l\l^^ aiidjpa^lgas 
to -Nielli dthers itidtrf^e-j' and^'^efent 
your ' bddied a* ^tm^Mtdd fy^ti&st n idv 
Ood, M<fliichr is jrdu^- fceafoAfiWe fef^ce.' 
Little will it avail to remember foixt OtQi 
^t6r, uttlefi y6ti avoid tb6fe de»fijal?:csc!ei?- 
fes, which he^his Inratidisd with ii^ffi^ 
and proiiotinced the otge^ts of iiis^ utter- 
aMiorrerice; Why were 70311 «ttdtted^it^ 
tktidMl and^ tilotiil pt)wers iVftf^&b 
yoli j)fticed'iif a rank abovs^^^lhe-bejifts 
which pcnihJ^'Wz^ It fhaft yx)u 4)iglit 
Tuik ydttrBVts bietow ttfeln^^ 4efff»Wtt^^ 
•evei^ ri6He^^cHlty -ef^it^^ ?if4h^ 

^yoti tm^^ oiit^o thefh. iik feia^foai^di4- 

Vgehces f thal^ yotf riiisMyJih- «h^ W^itek» 

^adlfoy- the-nat^e %lSidfe Gig^ites^ghren 

'fdo} ?/ The pbwerf^^^i^^ bbftcw^At 

" oh\thfe Hiifiiian -Mnd at^^»i|tt*#^^^ trfast ^^«- 

otiitg, intemjpefeilc^, itiAe^lffV ^tpecwis/of 

fenfiiaBtjr,^ are^ ^girac^ l*r rfefim 'j: aad 

"that they ought' ii^t *t6?b& 'fikifted^S^orfg 

thofe^^tc^'-'w«««fli^ tkfe Ini^tkiaotujof ^e 

,. Almighty 






r 



A]f:night7 batb givea. underilandingrj 

L^rtt, th^cforei be your concern to flee; 

yjQuthfuJi luftjs i amd r^c^neioiberj^ that tol 

]peid yqworf^yes >ap, tO:thpfe lufts^i^bqth 

to invite ^n4 to d^erv^ cojfiteaipt^ j 

:^^hirdi)f*-^o coBaply wit^^the admo- 

mttonr of th€j .appftle^ whiljli ypu ^voi^d thj? 

gBoScx : polj^tions, you ihould ^arpefltly 

cndeaiv^oilr to beve:^tpple^ of ^very diril-f 

tian virtWif thl^ feu? of God feoiild rol^ 

^ in y wr besrts ; .*n4 you ijb^uld Ijavf ,xct 

fpeS: to all bisr coimpandnieatSt^ Whether 

you con&It ypvr reputation^ your tn.ter*' 

fs&.y or your bappinc^, y<i)u isvill ojjferv^ 

tbis/ diireSaon». This, iv^ the. advi,c6 of 

David to the.' ycaing prince/ who fucceededl. 

to. bi&; throne : ^\ Knp^ thou tjie God of 

thy faihqrs ;: aiid &rye hin^ with a{)erfed! 

htcart) a»d i^ veiling ipind.'^ A fiujcer^ 

'rey^PGn« v€tf. the- Pie^ity muft in^ii^ ? 

ryonih to oibey.'histl^wsi JK ^r hoiw, c^ the 

JiAftiQiiMys .0^^ 'Qod .ognimand reipe4> 

. y»}i6» h*8^ j«it;hori?y lift QP<^ly /iafulted ? . 

:- .i^nviuped 0f« ^ jiodi^eQ&ble necdf* 

Ifityvcrfi cAiedlenfc^.Jejt j^. bp .w^r pijwis 

«oqiiCQC& t&iWi^lk^ biSE^fe God' in righteouf- 

;nd&»>d ^?r^ethoUp^.j:JWA»>t theftudy 

f #£ yoiiJr:;Uyc» $€| fiebf^ve fike rqajTonable 

^ beings.; ,.f efelYCf th^tt^h^^^ 
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duty or our fafety-mull \>c Qegle^^edff 
To ofiFend God or man is aa alternative 
to which we may find ojarfelves nnavoic}^ 
ably reduced. In thefe c;rcu^3aft^nc^s, [>j^ 
intift imitate the prc^l^ct ; : we m^ifl; . di£n 
charge our duty^ a,nd leav? the. i3«pfe* 
quences. ^ear not.thof^ who kip/thf^, 
body, is the dire(?lion of our Saviour i^-i^, 
he taught, fo he praftifed } ti^ aijUhpr^ty 
of God fuperfeded aU oth?r objefts.j , affidl- 
every danger was overlooked, whiWi lift; 
was profecuting the work affigned hvffi'i 
by his heavenly Father, Let thefe ex2^i»n 
pies encourage us to feek the fjsiyom blF* 
God, and to. fecure the approbation of , 
our own coafciences, . in preferefijce- tjo;* 
every other concern ; . he who walk^^ 
uprightly^ . walks furely. . Temporary evila ; 
may arUe from: a fteady adherence tdj 
dlity ; i?ut, in the endi, it muft be well! 
Yfith thofe w^P fear (jod, and. work: 
rtghteoufneist . Their .prefeiit fufferi^gSy 
wul be oompeni^ited with Immortal jpys>, ^ 
and thj?ir temporal, loflfes with 3P ^^rl 
bSfting ipneritance,. \ ; ... . 

Thushaye } tak^n a cuijfpry view<)f a tnu ► 
ly great an4 emipentty^Qpdcbaraaei-^pr^ i 
ferved in the Cjicred, voliime, smd Xrzfif^: 
mitted to aftc^: ages lor their in^ru&ionf. 
and ibi|tati6ja* • [t p^ght h^ve c^i^atijified 
* , ' "' *■ "- " * '"'' more. 



fnore lir^ly en the feveral virtues exhib- 
ited by Dinid ; but, as his charafter is 
open' to vLTiivctM infpfeiSfcioil, let idl who 
ndQk to fearfl thdr duty from it, make 
" it the olgetaf of th^Hr coiitemplatioh. A 
lecapitulation of the moral inftriiftion. 
already fuggcfted, will conclude the dit 
courfe. 

Lay an early reftraxnt on thofe paffiqns 
^hich are the tempters of youth ; and by 
sdl • nieans prcferve that tendernefs of con- 
fidence which is a fecurity againft the 
^pearance of evil.- Refleft on God as 
the Governour of the world ; and in all 
events, whether merciful or afili<5i:ive, 
whether comparatively great or fmall, do^ 
homage to his divine agency. Be anx-, 
ious lor nothing, but in every thing, by' 
prayer and fupplication, let your requefts 
be made known to him. Aim at a prin-| 
ciple of habitual devotions ; be clothed , 
with humility; for God refifteth the/] 
proud, arid givtth gjrace to' the HumUe, '. 
Le*t the'fcar of God reign in ybui? hearts ; ] 
and bq neither flattered nor terrified in- 
to^ any a^ of difobedierice. To thefe vir- . 
lues, unite thofe prdfcrifcied by the gofpel. 
In a w6rd, whatfdever* things are' juft ' 
arid true, whatfoeyeir things ire injoin- 
ed by the Saviour, and enforced by his ' 

example. 



iappSneSf, ought to hare gproit vn^f^tr 
yg^^Y&OLngpetCokisJ* Writhig to aa 
oriy drii^) St; Ji6h» fe)rs, •** I havt nOi' 
gceiitcsjoy thxn to&e*ffiy cMldreii Wajk-; 
lag in the trath.^ And J wpiild^t thc^ 
queftioii'te^eire]^ parent in this anfemlify,'^ 
\|4iethiir hd^eobld nbt ^^fa'fincerity^^^dppt; . 
tl»l dechiratlmi ? fei peribhsi of vel^ fex*, 
ceptidckable dbarafbers, F liavi db&fved * 
this tatnad£)r'foK€ktid^,^t^at'tbdr oft*/^ 
flaauldMbei wtfe and* gobd'ij • arid thoiigh ^ 
thdr owi^livds have been a leffiiin of yice^* ' 
yet thay^ha^fie * fincerdhf AviDred, thiit: their [ 
diildren night efcape the' cpnb^dn^b£' 
tbdnr bad ex«npte« Hiis is a t^iinony^ ^ 
o£ rdpe6fc vWA die re^ipn of Chrift; ! 
e^itoxts' &qxrt^ its very enemies. The^f , 
who have nolriUffiti^iit refoliition td'£or-^ *; 
£Ube«. th^v ^^ acid' ta foSo^ the rules 06^ ' 
chriftianity, are ilHl fo jufl: to its xrierits^, 
as .to admonrltdge that It ferncis tSe^beft^ 
of charaacrti to repay the debt of flial. ; 
gratitude^ and to give jieafure'tb thqfe *, 
whO' flaod in 'the' high^ telatioii of j^ent^ 
ouj^t^ dictjcfore, ta enforce the diity,! '; 
wlmb h ank bow recfonnnen^ngi ^ ' . ', * 
But . anpthe? apgumdnt;* in favour of ^^ 
early teKgion, is^ the exqnifite ^Icafiircf *' 
attcntcfing it. That godlihefi has' the J 
proiiii& «f Idle life vs^icli no^nr i^^ <iajindt 



.. * 
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be cifjmted ;' thisfteftimoriy, £q much Xm 
the credit of reti^gibo^ i$ true m tiieorjiv' 
^nd true in |kd* ik:rguiiig ieom itSu fpiiit 
and tepdency^. we ihouM conclude that 
virtue and happmf& areclafely conneo- 
ted \ and reafbning froi^ crii^fervathm^ iv^ 
ihall l>e confirmed in the fentimttt. So 
far as my own extends; I muft fi^y, that I 
meet with m^ fuch' exapiptes of c^ieerful*- 
nefe, ferity, and true eqjoyment, as 
among thoie who, in early life, hx!^ cko* 
ien the good part, wliach cannot be taken 
from them. By . thofe, who are tmac* 
quainted with it, religion i& fometinaes 
drawn in very dark and gloonnff cokmrs ; 
but they who have imbibed- its ipif it, and 
have uniformly obeyed its laws^ ** knqw 
that its ways are. ways of pleafaatne&^and 
its paths peace,'* 

To proceed,^— Religion^ in «arly li£9y 
hag this, further advantage, that • it aatuv*- 
ally leads to the higheil mof al Bttainsncxits^ 
•* Th^ path of tlwi juft nlan flunteimorc 
and mpre.** . He, that «irly^devoifes hinv 
ielf to the ferv4ce <^ ,QQd and the duties 
of rdi^on, will make great progre^. : It 
was faidiof an. anciept prophet, uiait ^ h^ 
feared God gres^tly, bedpjufd be feared him 
from his youth ^" the fame eibft maf 
reafonably be expeded from the fame 

caufe* 
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taufe. Accirftomed t<> the dtitics tf dmt 
tiatiity, in the morning of life,^ they wiH 
daily J)ecome more delightful^ every 
year will add to the ftores of wifdom and 
virtue i and the dawri of piety will at 
length increafe to the perfect day^ 

Further. — ^By commencing an early 
acquaintance with his duty las a chnftian, 
.a youth will lay a fure foundatioat for im- 
mortal happinefs in the world to come 5 
the habits, formed in this ftate, muft be 
the meafure of our future enjoyments? 
thofe habits oonftitute our meetnefe for 
the inheritance of the faints, or in other 
words, our qualification for the joys of 
heaven. If, therefore, by beginning eariy 
we make greater progrefe, and if bur pro- 
grefs in religion muft determine our final 
reward, we cannot overtook fo powerftil 
an argument in favour df our duty. 

Finally. — ^It is a ferious truth, that un- 
h& bur minds be early formed to the 
■ knowledge and praftice of religion, there 
is too much reaion to fd&r, we fhatt leave 
the world without thefe attainments. As 
the judgmrat ripens, and the fire of youtb 
moderates, we might hope that refigion 
would find its w^y to the human heart ; 
hut fads do not encourage this expe^- 
tion i we find« that the otres of the worid, 

the 



-:ilie love of rich^, and the purfuits of 
rhonour an4 power, generally fucceed the 
vanities of childhood and youth ; and 
theie pafllo^s are as unfriendly to piety 

l^ndvirtue, as the levities of an earlier 
period. Let us make the appeal to our 

.own hearts : do we find them Idfe inclin- 
ed to delay the all-important concerns of 
fiiturity, than 'when we firft appeared in 
the world. To the man, 'who had loft 

' the morning of life, I would propofe this 
folemn queftion ; whether he has reafon 

. to think himfelf nearer the kingdom of 
heaven, than at any period .to which his 
memory can carry him ? Before we are 
aware, our habits are fixed ; arid after 
they are completely formed, he that, is 
filthy will be filthy ftill. After a certain 
period, a moral change is only poflible ; 
and to rilk our future happinefs on a bare 

^poffibility, is fglly and madnefs.^ 

May thofe, for whom this difcourfe is 

. more particularly defigped, be recited by 
the motives fct before them, to pay an 
early attention to their cverlafting inter- 
efts. Begin life in fuch a manner as you 
would wiffi to profecute it i be perfuaded, 
that no ftate is fo favourable to religious 
impreffion§, as that in which you now 
are j determine that you will furhilh 
W others 
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t£e ^eart, aiu! that, pbUih; tirKdi'^hVmiui 
new are tapable of receivings will' te 
]greatly promoledf by a'juflicioui fehbici iS 
totripamomr ; and {o; fit as fdcctifs iih 
'Ijufine^de^nds nj^n the' good bphitSit of 
•fodety, ^e fliBfl find o^x tet^cft ' iri -tfee 
fime choice. rf- '' - -' * 

- •• On the otW liand, arfeatty-aflbtliiion 
- Wth M ' ntlt>riricipled' pait'' \)f ' "TA^tiMHa 
im he 'tirddnmve ttf thd '^ai;k '^obft^ 
•'gnencei, • The' ifttihiate' Gomp^loil^ 6f 
.^jfools vm'ht a^'art«ft:er 'cl their irifeWy-; 
the cbhtagJon -of their c^am|ite~ *iw|l 
'eontaminat*' him j hahitttated'* tii^ -"tftVJlr 
■Hcesihe mHM foon fearh 'to prkaSfe them'j 
'aipd •«vhferi'a'partrier ip their gu^j lie can 
•liavi'ii^yotHerproipeft but 'to be ihVcdVed 
fo' tfifcir rdi'ti. Thefe rcniarkii are fo juft 
'In"" theory, and doafcrtied'by fo ndari'y ih- 
.2B^ut^ble'&;6li<(, that no mall \^ pi^eebd 
td caH thett^ in^quelKbri. ' • , - ' 
'■'Ift the; tjrords whith ihtrbdiiee ^e dff- 
'ttttfk 'th<i' adv^tagb of -good,'' and tKe 
'ffifadWrtfigeis of bid- ctimpanyi art'-brfef- 
.lyitwt VjJty Ji^^oufly- Aited.'- ^-^ne ?**/ 
■ •«'i?/*fiJfJ& tvitB'wlff men. ^M^y^Je} hui a 
' impmik b/ fools ftiall be J^J^feyeS.^^' $*d^- 
J ^Ott,' ^6; ddttbtj' had^ a' riaf ticUlar refererite 
' tJO' ybttiig pefrfohS, s^hfen lh# 'trttered tifo 
'it^niixk i ' iodMy'W 'fti« JoBf«5tvai:i0M'"«e 
'- -i - '•'•' plainly 
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«i THAT WALKttIt WITH Wttft MM t^At.^ M 
VISS : BUT A COU^AmiOU 0? FOOI^t iHALh 
BB DBSTBOYBP* 

1 HIS oblervation of the infpired 
noralift is f^rtkularly intereftinff to thofe, 
whofe habks are unformed, and who are 

1*uft entering un tiwTiiww s and duties of 
ife* By an early, and intimate connexion 
with the wife and good, they will not 
only do themfelves honour, but fecure 
the moft fufaftantial advantages. The 
natural tendenqr of fuch a connexion 
muft be highly beneficial, whether €on« 
fidered in a workily or reli^ous view^ 
It is moft certain, that the improvement 
ef the ufiderftandii^, the cultivation of 

the 



* 



Jifie ^eaft, aiicl that pblllh; tirhich''thVdiarl. 
jier^ are tapable o^ receivmgi tdtt' bfe 

Jgreatljr promoted by a^Jticliciom chbici off' 
tonipamon^f ; and {o; fit as ftccdfeiin 
titifinefs' defends upon ihc gbdd bpfft»6tT d£ 
tocieiy, w^ A^^l find ow iiictreft^iif t^ 
lame choice. ^ / ' v.f 

- ' On the otiiq:^ liand, arfeafly-affbiitiiott 

^*nth the utlpriitcipkd part bf WariHiia 
tirm be 'ptddtiaive' Vif the '\«^6ril -^oriK^ 

"gpencei. ■ The ihtiftiate compamlbA <5f 

;fh6U win'be a*parta!fect 'of their Hfeiriy^; 
the ' cohtagron of their e:^amjJl6 -Will 
tontaxninat^^ h\tn ; habituated ' tA 'their 

;irice5„he will foon fcarh 'to prkaifif them ; 

^snpd whfeii a'partner in their gufft, he can 

'liav(fe'fib btfieif'profpeft but to be ihVoived 
In tfifcir riiin. Thde remarks are fo juft 

'in^ theory, apd co^firnfied by fo matfy tt* 
ayjiukable' fads, that no man vi^ill pKiend 
td ciU then^'in qiieftibn. 

In the- t^oirds whith introdttee the dST- 

'Jcbtiffe, the' advantages of good, and tHe 

^difadSrarit^gcs df bad c<5mpany,'arc* bridF. 

Jyibtift very Ji^ffidoufly* ifcited.' ^^^Bfe t^kt 
walketb nmiB wife men. ijhail'be^^ife^ ^ut a 

\ tomfonim 0} fools Jhall be dhfiroyed?^' Sttlb- 
ihbn; ^0; doubt; had' a' Particular refoente 

''tt> ybting perfohlsr, ^^^hfen ]h^* Uttei^ tfeas 

'temvk} iaay^^ctf^iiiS'^olketvation^ ^Q 
* - »- plainly 



I us 1 

4^amtf cie%iied for their inftn^ofif| 
ud when we reflet, that their habits and 
oxianpcr^ are yet t£) bie formed^ t)tia^ their 
repqt^^t^ is to t)q ac(]uired» and their 
^ortun^Mto be pfudc, we cannot but con* 
fy]^ .tl^xn a^ par^culariiy ,iHterefie4 iti 
the tcxt^ 

. !Rdyingi there^rc, on the fcrious, at- 
tention. o£ the young, I fliall endeavour^ 
in tbp Fixfij^Hiiky to ft^te th^ advantagos^ 
;Wfai€b they, may derive ifroin an intimate 
connexion .with the wife and gQod« . ^* He 
^ that walhith with wfe men Jkall be ivife^* 
^By wiie men, as the terms are ufed in thfi 
lioly fcriptures, we are alwayn to under- 
ftand mien of information 2lvA religion $ 
this bonouraUe di&m€uon W ne^er bf« 
ftowed but on perfons of this chamber. 
. However Eminent as a politician, as a 
.poet, or a natural philofopher, no many 
in the facred w;riting$, is denominatQci 
. wife, unlefs he has a general acquaintance 
With his. duty^ and a* general diipbiitic:^ 
. to pradife it. Divine revelation knows^ 
|BBO great neis difconneded with virtue. 

To return. then ; *' 6e that wflketh with 
wfi men ft^l be wife*^ That is, the 

Jouth) who is fo h^^y as to connei% 
im^if with perf(n)a w knowlec^e wd 
principle, vnS^h^ifx the way of deriving 
W ji • great 



' prfat imtfnaiverhent £p0mfuch:a co&ses^ 
1(01^ Tae coo verfation, . which > he ^iiirilL 
genially Jb^ar^ will be of the raoibenter- 
tuniogand is^ftru&ive rkindi; a3Qtd.4h& 
exaj^W , fet be&ire ia^s^ wiU be a contiib^. 
qad cQmmeot ^upon t:he charms pfrmtiie^: 
.^4 a. perfuafive. . to its praStice* lD;rfiicli> 
con^pany^ he , wUL i^r no filthy r^orfes^ 2101 
profane \^%^ no inik£ieat:jefiediolisioft> 
God and religioi), ao imlimoas &liidioodsy^ 
i)0 fla^Meri^gy no volmr. ch* trifling jcoft^ 
^^ii^tion \ the fuhjo^. of difcoiurte !wii^" 
be always innocent^ ^ and .nevjec udptofk 
itable*. •. . -.^ . . •^. I 

. Connected with wife men, a ycmtli^ 
th^) will be cpntinually in the r&hool of^ 
wifdom* If attentiTe^ hk . may gready^ 
enlarge his ftore of ufefiil. knowkd^eo 
l^h^ c^l^ibtionsf. which he SDay hear ixv 
t}ie courfe q& qQiiveriation» and ithe di£-f 
• QuifiQ.n s^i, dii&xent fi^ti^^a^ whi^k. dta|r; 
Gfxa^oQally take place^ miim have a xxssl^j 
dpcy jto firengtheoi his mind,.«iul increa&) 
hi^. ac^\»aintanc& with men . 2xA thifag&. 
It ia/|(nipofiible:tQ:;freqne^t fiiph ibdet^is^ 
apd not learn many truths, wbicdi :^wiJI be ' 
€iue];taimng9 at the tiyne9.iandi..ikfefiU^ 
t|)F0Ugh life^ , 

- |(uf; ^ his lU^der&anding . may . be: lOfol 
proyed^ fi^.gogd ^bitx.ioay kiiariliod;^; 

- # by 



Mf an intertourfe with the Wife. V^W 
£>ree o£ example is fetifibly felt ; no cn-*^ 
Gomium on ttuth^ no irecoi!n<nendatioai 
ofjufiic^ and nftrcf ^ no pa^fuaiive4o-pi'^ 
etyv^na leflbnfr on'iBOderati^n, chaftitjr,^ 
dfitd: hnmilitfi '<^' eKhoitaj^ion to moral 

g[)odne& m^^mei^l^ iuD^ argumteHt. in its^ 
:«iDUv^ caii be fi> efficacious as the difpk^ 
a£ thefe > feveral viftues in real life. We* 
aiPe formed' for imksition } con{b(|uentlf / 
wliea ,wexo6fle>ft our&lved with wife and 
dood xmn^ therfe is a probability that We 
flnil 'become like them.. 

Franv aa aflfociation with perfons of 
information^ : and morality, our hearts 
dien may derive no lefs^ improvement* 
than our undaAandingSv From our 
companions we may learn truth and. jiiC 
tioe, medbiefs and compaffion,. pie^y and- 
benevolence, iifduftry and modera^n y 
iB'fhost, • every pUiblky private, and cliri&' 
tian virtue* Seeing rdigion honoured by 
tliofe, whom w)e hcmour, wd fhall be e&; 
cited lio ^ and do'likewife. Seeing it^^ 
kiW& obfeyed^ and it^ inftittxtibns obf^ved, 
by thofe whom w^ love^' we fhalL be probw- 
ably dra^n into*tk^ fame courfe of behave 
iour. A life of honour and virtue- wiU 
hove ail; oor pi^udices in its favour, beiiig 

reoonmeiuted ^tk bf itl ^^wn native; 
^ . • charms. 
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yAMBBk we are ia habits of kiiiinacy and 
fricmUkip. ; ^ ^ 

perfi>M of ^aodf^raK^et will priDiGtu-^ tlM( 
tfteifiB and oopfiieflce of lim w^rldl^ , Tkff 

#iH not osJy conimap^ rei^d, ^t willi 
4enve>iRftiiy.a€lvant9geB fiDf»tv.a p|i!ev^i)i^ 
|ianiirili^y ijEi Ibis fevour^ He <MfilI^ ic4>^iil 
an eifj credit froBi ^^ofe rini^ jkflQWi.liif 

man^ev of life,, and the cofxtpany w|iic}| 
lie keeps. The confidence^ r^c^d ia 
kirn, will recoDDoiead hiffl in the lh)€ <^ 
Im profejQjon' ; afid - /where there ' is . any 
coHipetkkm, in regatd Co eiiipk>y];Mnt^ 
the comlianion of the wife^ will* fHrobaid^ 
triumph over 8^ ' his msds. Ho^^er 
^vil the woiid vaa^ he to pcrfoi^^if at' 
dMfefimt ^ ' deficriptiQa, yel^ where iJMr 
imereft is oonceimcd^ thejr cartfoUy:dU^ 
ttngoHh 4)etwe^ thtife wfco aff>da^ wi£k^ ' 
tke wifeyo^ul fiach as/frei|iaieni thelfodeij 

* Thus ttkve I iBiideairoiifisd tb i fotnt oMt 
llie adimntotfes, w3neb may ibe e^pf^Aoi 
from a jud^adus^^ckpiioe ctf fiends. H^ 
^ead, the heavt^ the'Tjeputadon^fja^ «b^ 
iMtirsMTd eiMianinftaiiicte, mvf . be fSa^^ ^ 

lKmeii«d by ibttang^iiaiii^ 



aiid the fclibol of \nirtue* Bf -keepiiij^ 
fuch company, a young perfon^may aol 
e^ite 'that >f|>€cied of knovdedge^ which is 
^way^ ufefiil id life ;. ^ and- lie wiU be nxt^) 
tir^y lid t& praiflife thdfei «ri£tii€^ which 
fex'm the gcoo neighbour/ and the. goocl 
chriftian. His teputation mtoseortr -mA 
derive fjdendonr from h^ Gonnexions $ 
l^d his Acridly intereft will be^ peatl^i 
^omoted by that confidence whick) atn 
tendsr a good name. In tsvery view, then; 
^^'Ae iha$ walketh wbb wife men wW bi 
wife.^* To ftudy our faig^lieft intcrei): k 
irertainly a di6bate of wifdonoi ; and, thki 
dilate is=^ reverenced by thofe, .who choofia 
t^eir friends from the more enlightened 
lifid deferving part of fociety.^ 
- But, if it be> tnse> tliat ^^ hevfha walhA 
iffith wife nmiJkaH ^^iaeri/^"-^I,prt&cced to 
'^bfcFVe, S^if^d(^)»M't|Jat it; is no^ left itvi^i 

if(Jf/^' ' cBaij teoaapanyuiaiflir perai^usi It 
good company is advantageous. Siycit^f^ 
laktiing^^^itb tiieim)pribiiif)&djdii&<o^.^{^^ 
'fons^ : ^e ^Bder ftdnkfing bje^oiiKd \ fd2^l> 
4$ned, ^he! heart jdepiraved^ tibial paifionik 
ihfla'iaied, the; ;i]cp\:dtdtiQir> bia&d, , Vm^ 
^^^ jvery IncHria^kra fii ^tisit *»)l tujrwd ifeo^ 
'V^atdft 42hefeiieDaidBk|; wjyk:^ 
.'.-;; • ' tended 






obftntsitioii' of an axitieiit po 
^oniiriiuAic«(ti#dft ok^nn^ 'good' 




caafaot womter^ ' ®t. Piul ^Ao^ld^'itife^di.' 
dttoc it a» 4n' eftab»ftdd t¥ttth/ '^^^'^* ^^ 

firo» tlid fdciiety of the wife, it: m^ tiot; 
be amift, uijxter^ «kis head, to dcfcrtbe'' 
tbfi «¥ils iai^ifing^ £t^iti bad <:onht^<ms ^ 
to fkow the mmnet of th^ pl-odudicmf ' 
aiid tbdr :c0iife^il6iice8 : and aft good 
c^Bo^smf mnptmts^ 4b ^ad c6m|^any ihtr!!'^ 
MnMitrnxallf ffet«reft the ^r^i^ti^n^^' 
Tl^ toind^ ^e «ke bodyj is ftrengthched ^ 
hf exeroife ; ibtrt tfliejNs no t^iiiarkit are * 
mtJk^ aiui 110 lulgeft difeiiiir^d, the miiid'^ 
imift* be mfedi^ed for traiiit olF titnpioy-^"! 
mei^t ;/ smii il: lAuft be^^rvierted wher^ ~ 
fobjcfts ieer . treated ^^tofiflriy and fophiftiv ^ 
caiiijr^ I send >^€n fent >in iqtidl^ df 'objefc-^^ 
tktos; Tathftr^ ttetos ^ purfcft 6f tinith* * 
Hede thest k om >£^^d^ii«agfe/S^^^ the'* 
cdinpxnicAi. of iboli wIM deiriw ftroiA' flieir "! 
fobictyi He ^»wrffl' cithttr learri tibflifti^, t!ir 
he (Will leacA tdotvilaiidiobjea^ithotit / 
uiyictesHr Mew dt <b^^j^ ijipp6kd^,^<^^' 



9ny ,.^^&sot^ no.rec^ye: injbraiitioii^ 

is a grqit . lofer.: - . ; ^ a 

; , 3aut tJUt is .not ^ }j, th^ bewt ia infcns** 
ijbly corpiptc^t by t^^ ^^aK^veit&licn UihI; 
c^a^lef 9^ fudli. inroQigate jKarfons. Let) 
us fuppofe^ that), ^ ihe tii9e. th<^i co^nnex* 
ion yr^ fonped, a. ycmtb letcubwd fioflzie 
g(X)d ptinaplesr ; hpw V€ary fopn mouid^ 
tuqfe principles be d^ikoyedi by ^ coo;* : 
Vieriation which h^ yo^lld. hisair, and « the i 
tran£tc)ion$ of which he would ba* a wit^ 
nels*. He ;Woald b& told> tjptat the i^di^ ' 
^oii» in which he hfkd been infiruAed^ 
\iiras as groundk& ae the heathien siytjiei* 
c^; that politicians fabrk^^ the fyfteoi ' 
for civil purpdfes^ and .that priefts fuf»>r 
ported the iinpoftufe from motives o^ ^ ^ 
more feliQiih natur6 {. that lihe bibl& is fisU. 
of contradictions ) |hat iHfe.meB ha*wr 
long given it up, ; and thafc tha vulgar^ 
would fpoii foUoVi t^^t:<eMZw^p >ho^ ■: 
W(^uld bq toHy thaii: con^icAtoe ^coiild: hsvve > 
iio/rcal^exiftencein^man^ttharet being Inch » 
an oppoiiiion in it^,fU{]^€fed.di&ates'; h^ • 
woul4 be affured thfit.^ A«ti«rd:fiftte<copid 
benaobjef^ of ^s^oi^ ;6x(te&atii>n i and : 
that heaveip and hcU; Wte^rjethe (ma& tnen^ ^ 

firous of ^jOl ii)^4i$i^ to ia AortJ 1^ - 

would . 
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'irould Be AfiailedwiUi ch^eB^imB !|gaii^ 

. the i^FDvidence ami being of a Ood, »• 

gaioft the moral freedom of^ man^agaiiA 

the efiential difference of right and wrqi)g> 

• and 2^aft every idea of acconntablenA 
and retributioiK Ju<%e now the conlb- 
quences of fucJi pretended reafqnisig on 
tl^ mpnientous fubje<6t of region. Mvfli 
not 4ifcouries of fo impious a iiatui:e tend 
to deprave the heart, aini to prepare the 

. way for aM mamier of licentioufneis } 
But ilhis i^ not all : the companion pf 
focda would probably hear the iacred 
truths of religion, and its moft ferious 

• (ffofeffors, continually bantered* It is 
; well known^ that thefc fubjeds, and thefe 
, per&ns, hav^ always been the butt of 
, fools : how unfavourable, therefore, muft 

<be. the inipreffion made by fuch illiberal 
arts on th« young mind ? A youth, how- 
evcir he might once reverence the -doc- 
trines or prc^efibrs of religion, would foon 

: he bantered out <^ all ^fpe<!t both for the 
one and theother j he would firft lepa 
to be indifferent to tkit, which he oi^ce 

^ refpeded ; he would next learn to def- 
pife, and finally to feoff at, qveryfcrious 
truth, or a^caranee of devotion. 

But his dpmg^r would not wholly arife 
frona tj^ ^ti»r(cr ^ bpfides dire^ att^^qM 

"' * on 
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'^n reir^on and its profeflbrs, He wotAd 
bear a urain of converfation, which would 
uifenfibly Undermine every good princi- 
ple. Unmeaning oaths and imprecationis, 
impure witticifms, idle falfehoods, and 
filthy ftories, mtift cventuaiHy poUute the 
mind, and deihroy, as well a &nfe of de* 
cency, as of religion. The injurious ten- 
dency of ftich difcourfe is verified by a 
niultittide of examples. 

But further.— The example of fools 
muft be fliil inore feducing than their 
converfation ; their companion, therefore^ 
win be naturally drawn into all their vic^s* 
In imitation of them, he will deride the 
moral reftraints, which he once fek ; and 
will rife fuperiour to that fenfe of fiiame^ 
which controls others. Habituated to 
the fociety of fools, he will, in time, be* 
come as profane as they are, as immodeft^ 
as intemperate, as debauched^ as idle, as 
extravagant, as diihoneft, and, in all re« 
i^ds, as corrupt. l%e conta^cm of vipe 
is eafily ^read j in its progreS it is m6& 
rapid ; and it becomes an incurable dif- 
order, unlefs proper remedies be applied 
in its firft fiages. 

Allowing then in intimacy with the 

profligate part of mankind is produftive 

of thdfe ill effedsi how jufi is the obferva-i^ 

X tion 
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ixhm m tie text: ? " 7h cmpamm * ^ jf2«ril 
fiall be de/itoyed/^ Yes^, if thdf fociety 
be the means of his -perrerifcir^ fee nmft 
be confidered a^ Tuitied 4h' evdy TfeQ)ei9i 
Hk tinderftanding has' rdceiVied 2f gfe« 
injury, ^d Ms heart a fiifr greater */ he is 
irtiined, ^ to his intelleftual aiiti' ihorat 
improvements ; tie is niiited*^§ ^^ *tifbiB(Stl 
member in focieity j land, ■as'a' thriftiani 
abfdlutely, undone. IBs rypiititlfaft M 
ruined, and, with his good name. Very 
probably, his health c* body; ijid' htt 
\^orldtf iritereft. But the nntMchfef dh^% 
not terminate here; it is very poffitile; 
riiit a foundation may be laid for Ihamd 
4ndmifery beyond the grave. A future 
ftate of retri^bution is an indil^taHtf 
truth, upon the principles of the go^el j 
arid it vs perfeftly rfeafonablc to fu^poft 
that bad. habits^ early conirafted, and 
cherifhed to the laft, Ihould^bjeft us td 
fbturc tiiin. Tribuiltlori aird anguiflt 
inuft grow out of futh a' difordcrdi ftate 
of the fdul. 

' From this viei*r of dnngs, hoW cautious 
dught we to be in the. choice of oiir ekrly 
companions f ' And of wliat momentis iti 
that We affociate w|th- ttlofe^ w)it)f6 ac- 
<}u:alntancr will tie .an honour to u^y^nd 
from wKofe manneris, cohverfetioii, and 
^ ''^" . general 
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l^eral hehtviour, ^c may kam ^Hdom 
and ^rtue ? You cannot be tn£bniible» 
that every advantage is on the £de of 
wtuous connexions. Do you wifh to - 
lucres^ your fiock .o£ nfefiil information i 
•then walk with the f^fe# Do you wifli 
to increaie your reverence for the Siipremc 
3eing, vour acquaintance with his laws, 
jouT iaixh in hi$ beloved Son, your fuhr 
3.e6lion to his gofpel ; do you wifli t© 
'inapjrove your temper, and to ^ve a real 
poIUh to your manners ; in a word, have 
you the laudable ambition to become 
chciftians.? Then let fui:h as deferyp tlus 
^diava&^9 'foian tiie* cirde in which ytqn 
move* By ^ ha^tusd intprcourfe with 
iuchper&ns, yoiu: int0refi, in the largeft 
fen£ip of the word, w|Il be confulted. U 
you value your innocence, it will be fafe 
m fuch fociety. If you prize the good 
opinion of the world, and wifli for its 
kmd offices, by waljdng with the wife 
you will take an effeifhial meafure to fe^ 
cure the one, and to conciliate the other, 
" Bleflfed is the man, who walketh not 
in the counfel of the ungodly, nor ftand- 
cth in the way of finners, nor fitteth in 
the feat of the fQorjipiful/* That you may. 
obtain this bfefling^ " look round with an 
attentive eye ; and weigh charafters well, 

before 



morals of an Indi vidual; It has* deftroyed 
thofe virtuous prmdples, by wbicU he 
once ordered his qonverfatioii ; corrupted 
ills underllandmg, and deprayofi his heart. 
The bcft fyftem of practical piety has 
been overturned by the In^del Ji&i|oxi9 q£ 
wicked inen ; fi?r, in focipty, there are 
'perfons, who, not content with their- Qt^n 
ungodIUxei5> i2^e,aicn^l4^^ Codut?- 

ing others ; and too pftjep has jmilti^ 
"peaing innocence been, ut;t^ly jniined by 
the fophiffry'of their pernicious; ma»mf, 
and tne contagion 6^ tteir ill exaipiplbj^ 
Such .irifamoii3^ chairaaers ,the ^.apc^ 
undoubtedly had in ^iew, when he quoted 
the Words vith Iwhidx I introduce my 
IfifcJourii?, * Thpy were uttered by M[ejmh 
4er^ i connic |K)et of Athens /^ ajod^ a^e^ 
ablv to the .pQafure;Qf the Gt^ otig- 
Aaxtj migh't be thus rep4er?d-r;: 

« Goodmrali are, dtfiauef^d:, fy tM .ffrojl^^' 

i-Saint Paul here/ appK^r t^;zd^^[i0 
thofe Epicurean fpi^^imft^ ^h^h d^\pA 
a fijttire ftate, ;^nd e»fAed^:aU tj^ijir h^ 
Stnels on, this;&le t^lgr^^^^^ pb^ 

erycs, it* was, ,% . l^qoi^^^ 
^Let us eat fwd drinjr,, w to-ropn^oHr 
^€die.^' ^ To w.hi^he,fqp^?ftrT'-^^»^ 

Received ; 'ftific^f^if^^ pcatfe^ 

profane mo^vf^^^^^^ fV^rmmf 

' ' * * ' manners. 
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^HE 'ifttikRtrPTlNO • iNTttJENCE 6t 'EVIL 
, . . , DISCOURSE. 






jiy.ri- conacuNjCfjATioNs cor^'C[pt gooj> 

MANNERS* 

... 

. HE Author of out bdttg halK 
-formed us for fociety and friehdflup ; by 
implantiog witiiia us^the fodai principlei, 
we feel ourfdves powerfully drawn to- 
wards each other, and from this iburce 
derive fome of our higheft eojovments* 
. A mutual intercourie has the mdk happy 
tendency to foften our cares, and to im- 
prove our piqafuccs. ; ^ind we juftly def- 
pife the man, who can retire from fociety , 
^and think it a privilege to be alone^ 

However, if a commerce with the 

work! may be efieemed a fource of hap* 

pinefi, it is ibmetimes very fatal to the 

X z mocals 
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morals ^ an Individuals It^has^dcftiroyvtf 
thofe virtuous principles, by which lie 
once ordered his converlation ; corrupti^ 
;1iis underftanding, and dcprayqJ hi» h^tt* 
The beft fyftem of practical piety h^ 
been pverturned by the in^dd le0bfin$:.af 
wicked men ; for, in foci^ty, there^ aw 
|)erfons, who, not content with the^rqwii 
nngodlinefi^ take aicruel delight Jp fodug- 
'ing others ; . and too oftjai has . )}]|fi$P 
peaing innocence been, uttcarlyrruincidby 
the fophiftry'of their pernicious; ma^mf, 
and tne .contagion 6£ their ill . e3Lap£ite«i 
' Such. infamous cWaaers th^ .apoffifc 
undoubtedly had m view, when he quoted 
the words with ,which I introduce ixiy 
'difcburf?. They were uttered :|?yiifi?Wrt- 
^er^, i, conuc poet of Athens / and, a^^i^ 
ably to the xnqafurc of the Gr^ek prig^ 
in^i might be thus refi|iered*T;! . • 

<* Good mvab 4ttre dtilia.ut(ll^d/fy .ujjk frq^^^* 

^-^aint Paul here apj^i^ tjiiis^ adjige [t» 
thofe Ejpicurea^i fenJfuaJift?. yfhfb ^CT*^ 
^ jFuture ftat^ and e^|)f&e4^aU/t]|Le^^^^ Ji^il. 

^inefi on. this/iikde tlje^gr^vp^i ol>- 

ferves, it' was, tl^« ^^m^fSfi'^ i?^ jfw^rtf 
'^ Let us eat fin^ diiafe, wir to-owrarffflr 

•^eiUe.'* . To wWckhe.f^Ueftrr'vBc M^ 
Received ; .W/ c^rf^^m^ioij^.iilo^ 
profane difcQ^rtjs^^^^l^^^ forp^gm 
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fMtnhm^ As if he liad faid : — ^Brethren, 

be ever on your guard againft thofe per- 

-sicious cbara^ers, who virould perfuade 

you the prefent will be the whole of your 

exiftence j there are peffons who give 

Jtip thofe fiiblime fentiments and purfiiits 

-which aiiimate the dirifti^n ; they wiH 

^tdl you, they belong not to fuch Creatures 

ias we are ; that we ixvurcotity to eat and 

drink, that is, to enjoy life as it paff^, 

:'bfeGaufe in a Bttlcf tSne 'we fhall be up 

more. From fucK profene and impious 

.lefFoifis do you turn away, and have as 

little connexion as poffible with perfpris 

who adopt fentiments fo oppofed to the 

gofpel ; forj however xinlhaken your 

Mth, and irreproachable your morals 

•liiay^be at prefent, it is more than poffible 

they may both ifufier by an interpoutfc 

with fuch cl]lara6ters^ 

Tills advice of the holy apoftic we ipay 
alHake tqourfelves ; ^nd more^ elbedally 
-ftouW petf6ns in Ypunger life fendeavoi^r 
•f prdfe by- it. 'x^ev ar^ leaft aware ! of 
•the fttl^til arts of wicKed men ; they.ai»p 
icaft apprdietriive of the contajgion of iSl 
e^mple ; * 9\tir bofoins aa-e Jbft . jmd ux^- 
^rciBble f and a Wrtng biis, it thai: early 
t>eried, may prove too haii'd fbr-the wifeft 
kfibna of plciy^ alid the fuperiour knowl- 
edge 



*4se of rkrer ;yeaw- Yof which reafei^ 

"they ihpuld eft^cm themfelvcs peculiarly 

iotetefted ia a difcourfe wMcb alTumes 

ijus for. its mottOr-rJEvil communications! 

s^rrup good mam^rs. , * . ! ' 

To ^llufirate the very, important trutK 

;ipnt2dned Uk thefe words, I Ih^— rf/jr^-^r* 

ixufoizc whai thofe communications are;* 

.which jdelibrYe the appdlation of evil aaa 

.grofane^ , ' . " 

. . Axui'T^SecaxuHy-rrrihtw how they poifoil 

and corrupt^ the morals of fociety. 

.. Fir/L — 1 api to inquire into the natuife 

p£ thpie conuuuaicatioQS or di&ourfes,. 

whidi the apoflie ffbeemed fo pi;ofanCy 

aad of. fuch^ pernicious tendency; and 

I need not lielLthoie, who are acquainted 

vvitk the moTie .debaughed part of man^ 

idody.that .the^e are no maxims ib im-^^ 

pious,, no fentiments ib blaiphemous and 

^fibiucd, but have fcaie advocates among; 

^f&dao^ x)f that defci^ption. Ip, the aflem^ 

*:txiy .of. the modb^er^ you wOl hear ilot 

^onLy |he ahlig^tiqn& of piety, biit evea 

^fce^pa^eAioosof God, and his esiftencc^ 

^^ed in ^ueiiioju Though the thin^ 

Htbat are inade c&dare the eternal power 

fuui godb]Qa4, yei^ yoU will bpar them 

^efiimpt^vouily deipi^d ; an^l th^' whole 

'fgOma^Ti^^Qp^x^^ the woeIc 



of cufining priefb an.d artful politidahsw 
The mofi profane and impious of all difw 
courfes are thofe which ftrike at the being 
of a God ; his exiftence and perfeftiotis' 
are the foundation of all religion j deny 
thefe, and the religion of nature as well 
as revelation will be a perfeft farce. fiP 
there is no God, piety is an empty name^ 
morality the work or imagination ; man 
a felf-moving machine ;• and the univerfe 
an accidental jumble of atoms : yet, not- 
withftanding aU thefe abfurdities with 
which atheifin is attended, fome men arc 
hardy enough to profefs themfelves athe* 
ifts. Either becaufe they wifh there wa« 
no God, or from a fond affe^tipn of ap» 
peartng Angular, they^ vent opinions fy 
Wafphemous, fo contradiftory, fo profane-! 
Lejfom of aiheifm are certainly one i^ 
cies of thofe evil communications which corrupt 
"^ood manners. TTie fubtiltiies employed to 
fupport that fliocking ftrftem are very capt 
, tivating to perfons 'who have a bias t<^ 
wards infidelity : their hovehy recom- 
mends them J and the deceitfulnefs of thfe 
human heart too often gives them thfe 
force and authority of argument. ^Hfence 
many have been led away in the fflarc of 
the wicked } arid from fecretly wifhiiig 
there was no God, « have l)rought them^ 

felvcs 
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{Arts to bd^eve it; The Wrtite.^ vftjt 
iionfiderabk influence pver' ihe ftcad, for 
which reafon, it Is very natural to ftifjpo^ 
*he one fliould be biin4 to tijuth, .wjiqa 
the other is totally Corrupt m^ ^eppy^ji^ 
. Again j-r-thofe cjifcpurfes are jpilly ^g- 
tiiatized as evil and profene, whi^jli ^^3,^ 
the over-ruUng providence ' of r OQ^r^^iidL 
the notice he takes of human aaiphs. ' Ilk 
ds of little importance to acknowledge th^ 
^isiftenca of a DedtV, if we deny his iqojCiJl' 
government ; it is owning him in wordii^ 
iiiit :diibWBing him in reality. .A Gcd^ 
4^4u>, r^red to fome diftant part of thgi 
itmv^e, alitends only !to his own enjoy^ 
oancnts ; ^ -who, if he hehoHs them at alU. 
ds an indifierent fped:ator oiF human ao-' 
tions ; fuch a God can be nether, w 
4>bjeft of terrony nox veneration*, As to 
^ny :moral purpofes, we might as w€k 
commence atbeijls in form, as to admi$ 
-the cxiftence of fuch a t)eing. 

AH, therefore, ^ who reprdeint t^e great 
Jfchovah us fuch a negative charafter,' aiay 
ht confid^red as perverters of the trutli^. 
%t^ enemies to all religion. The difcourt 
tcs erf fuch perfons, If univerfally laelieved, 
would be fatal to good manners j they 
ikn^ the Deity of his diftingiuftiing glory ; 
4m4 tlicy eradicate all prjnciples dF piety,^ 



•*■ 



\ 



t ^H 1 

^d llliar Teneratioh from the bumatit 
beart. Againft fuch we ought to be evec 
en onr^ guard, as we value a rational faitb^ 
in approving confdence^ oj: our expeda«^ 
fions as chriftians. . ^ 

A good mind is ffaocked and confound*, 
td, i^hen it confiders the profane libera, 
ties which have been taken with the great. 
God. One would imagine^ the things, 
that are made, the vifiWe creation, would 
always have fecured him from the infults 
0f atheifm, and impreffed every heart 
with his divine exiftence ; and as reafon- 
able were it to fuppofe, the courfe of, 
events, and their obvious tendency, 
would have precluded all doubts of his 
over-ruling providence. But fuch is the 
pel'verfenefs of wicked men, they will 
ever raife objeftions agsunft thofe tjruths 
which either threaten or reproach theic . 
iihiftoralities ; they will Ihut their eyes 
upon the meridian fun j and however 
clear and inviting, they wifl not come to 
the light, left their deeds be reproved ; 
hence the pernicious fophiftry, which haa 
affronted the common fenfe of mankind, 
and been . fo fatal to tho^ who havei 
fondly Bftened to it. 

; Thirdly. — We may confider thofb as 
avowed enemies to good morals^ who 

would 



Woiild confound all hnmah a^Hcms, skid 
rcprefent them equally acceptaWe in the 
fight of God ; and thofe dlfcourfiss we 
may ftigmatize as. peculiarly impious and 
profane, which, in a fair and impartial 
view, have this for their oWeft. That 
principle of difcernment, whidi we all 
poflefs, xlifcovers an e&ntial diifereiicc 
between right and wropg, moral good 
and evU. We are as certain that juftice 
and injuftice, piety and profanenefa, humil- 
ity and pride, are not mere empty names, 
as we are of our own exiftence ; no felf-evi- 
dent truth is more obvious to the under- 
ftanding, than the eternal difference of 
thefe moral qualities j however, attempts 
have been made to confound them, and 
to betray the fimple into this pernicious 
errour, that all actions are viewed alike by 
a wife God. 

It is the practical language of many, that 
the difference of morzu good and evU hath 
not any foundation in nature. * The pro- 
phet fpeaks of fome, who " put light for 
darknefs, and darknefs for light, fweet 
for bitter, and bitter for fweet ;" and 
indeed the pradice of every wicked tiian 
fpeaks the fame falfehood. However, it 
is one thing to confound human aftions 
io pra£tice^ and another in theory ; he 
* ^ that 



Ikliat doesjtlie latter, flxews hlmfelf 6b^u 
iiately bent to affront the common fenfe 
t)f mankind ; and deftroy every virtuous 
effort of fociety. 

Fmally. — They are very bad compan- 
ions, and their communicatioYis eminently 
profane, who employ their wit agaitift thie ^ 
chriflism revelation^ and endeavour to * 
perfuade the world, they have been delud- 
ed by a cunningly devifed fable. Chrif- 
tianity is attended with fufficierit evidence 
to recommend it to any ferious . mind j 
the arguments in fkvour of it have been 
examined with the utmoft care and atten*^ 
tion ; and notwithftanding the objections 
t)f infidelity, the greateft minds have fub- 
mitted to the faith and profeffion of the 
gofpel. It is, however, ftill oppofed in 
the world ; its do£hines are derided, its 
precepts undervalued, atid its fanftions 
treated with fcorn and contempt ; little 
wits ftill affed to ftand out againft its 
convincing evidence, and not content 
with their own fcepticifm, would draw all 
others into unbelief. To perfons acquaint- 
ed with mankind, the fcene I have opened 
is nothing new ; they are fenfible, what 
arts are employed to undermine f evelation,; 
and too well they know, how fatally they 
have fucceeded. 

Y Thus 
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Thus have I hinted at fome. of thtA 
.communications, which' 'Si. Paul would 
fcave ftigmatized as evil and profane, ' haS 
he lived at this day. I how proceed, in 
the Secaitd place, to fhev how they poiibn 
the morals of fociety. Evil iycourfis^ iay^ 
the apoftle, corrupt good manners^' Aiiy 
feribu, who is in the leaft acqiiainteijf wit$ 
the natural tendency of things j wifl e'afily 
believe, that fuch etrours'in fpeculation, as 
I have juft pointed out, will hav^ a m'oli 
pernicious influence over the' ptadice^ 
Was the being of 
given up, what mi 
would jnany of th 
come 1 Could his o 
Slid the notice he t: 

duA o£ his creatui \ 

ptoTcd,^ what migh 
many of the^childrer 
who ■ are now k^t' 
whofe violTOCe is re 
and apprehenfions, 
their infa-nal pallion 
into a fidd of blood 
veiling bdirf that th 

ie w not an indifferent rpe6tator of human 
aftions, is a very great reftraint upon 
tnankind. Though, we may not always 
advert to it in tte hour bf temptation^ 
yet 
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ftt It IS tliis perfuafion, which has grawifc 
up with us from our childhood,; tha^ 
preferves us from many endrmities w^e* 
fhould oth^rwife comftiit ; it often keeps" 
us from deftroying ourfelves; and bringing 
<ifeftrn<5EJoh upon all around us ; it is this,^ 
in {hort,. which hafs rendered tni^ world' 
p;-*eferabie to^ the regions of darknefiJ 
\^at then fliall we fay of him, who eh-- 
deayoiits to und|^mi;ne this great truths 
and to d^ftiroy thut fyftein of i?eRgion 
\f^hich is btdlt uporf it f What ideas iMTt 
we form of that perfori, wIlo ^all ,qpenly , 
<fchy tlie divinb esifrencey 0r preti^nd thfel 
attributes 6? Cod ate tlie mere Viroi^k of 
Ifumaii imagination ? .Surely wc liiuft: 
•v^dw him as a-peft* to\ftHdety,;a*n €s\trti^ 
to mankindi alia a^ ifcandal to his fpedes ;? , 
atid was he baniihed from attiong meUy 
as' utterly unworthy^ of any ctonniexion 
wff h them, it would not he a^^uiliihmeri^ 
greater than hU deferts. . • . 

Ihat fociet;jr ffiould^Qabfift> ahd tfie im- 
portant end^ of^ It .be anlWereti; it its abfo-; 
lutely rieteflary^.tfeeL beii}^ of>'Ood, and; • 
his" moral government, ftipuld' be generally 
believed^' There are many crimes which. 
no* human laws could prevent; iliany 
dffbrders which could not b^ re^dified by » 
the \^^ifeft^egjf^ai:ur^ on earth j: but where 

human- 
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lOirnvx authority woi^Id be.vam* ^ Uvdy. 
fenfe of the divine exiftence, of the per- 
feftions and provideajiej of Gpd, :has an- 
fwered the e^id. The natural. fears of 
ipankLad have overcome thdj luUs .and.' 
paiSons ;. and the tejrrours .of die Loird.^ 
nave dope thatj whitji no human author->; 
ity could, have effeAed. From hence, ft' 
is plaii>». good, morals ire, effQntially injured 
by thofe.evil communication^, which. the 
atheift would ,-ofier to the world » ' a bar-. 
rier againft thci mpil enormous vices is. 
teipoyed ^ their pailions are fet at libei-ty j. 
their lufts are unreftrained ; and men of 
corrupt minds are invited to eveiy guiUy 
excef?. Language is. faint, \Khen we, 
lij:tempt tbie deljcriptipn of atheifin, or ta 
point out its pernic 
But the <;onununi 
preferit day, ape mo 
manners, are thofe 
authority of revelat 
t^jAian fyftem as a 
It, is ,not every had 
Patience to li|ten ti 
which, the hang of 
or his providential g 

ed J it requires great attention' to mate: 
any proficieocy in the fcience'of atheiftn fe 
1q obvious 13 theezuQencs of a firft caufe^ 



4edge *y th^y muft be equally deftitute of 
piety and common fenfe, thus to. weaken 
€he motives to obedience, and encourage . 
an obftinatc contempt of all authority^ 
\foih human and divine^ 

It cannot he denied, that the morals of 
mankind are greatly debauched j no^ 
withftinding the light and difcoveries ol 
the g<^fpel, mem aft in direfl; oppofitioii 
ta their duty;: though reproached by 
their confciences, and conftantly admon^ 
i&ed by the word of God, they follow 
the devices of their own wicked hearts^; 
and. purfue their own guilty pleafures^ 
. whatever injury they may do fociety, or 
to whatever hazard they may expofe 
their own fouls.. iTiiacaa be no others 
wife accounted for, than from the perni- 
cious leiTons, and bad examples they meet 
>?rith in the world j hearino- the great 
truths^ of religion frequently derided, and 
being iaxniliarlzed to the pradice of every 
(fittormity, they firft endure the horrid 
v3&ge of impiety, the© admire, and then 
eihbracew ' The progrefi through the dif- 
ferent fiages of vice is very rapid, when 
aiiimated by e\dl communications, and 
countenanced by a bad example. 

Whether we confider mah as an iiicfi* 
tidual^ior a mendber of fecrety^, it is of infin-^ 
^ , ite 



ia life by tfee precppte ,q( cJbipiftiai^Jeyv 
y^ould^bp aa ornament to human ^ture.^ 
"^hq would be; a gpner4 blefliu|f to jbm*^ 
kind,;, every q^ge that i^w hun, wouki 
have reafon to bids, haw ; , = ai^ii I e^ojjt 
tqngue . to j>i:ocJaiLiii his. praife^. ;Sud!j a 
pj^rfon^ if a ryler, woul4 govern ixkiS^* 
^pufhefs j" Jf. a futjedk, .\TOu}4.:iii8raeto 
himfelf pfaceabiy, and chejerJfiilly %b9dii 
tOr all. thpfe hw^. Tyhi<?h wei)^ in&iituted. 
for. the public gpo4* i If a pwent^ h,« woulQ . 
he. t^pdet; ana a^e^lonjjt^ j. If 3^;dbUdi, 
pious aiid ,obc4ienty He, would tfe ^net-* 
ous as a. matter j, and. faijthfiil »s. a ^/Ziit/ei. 
Such ia the naturai tendency -of thti&. 
doftrines and precepts ^hjch cpmpo^ the. 
chriiHan fyilem ;. and fp divine their;iii-« 
fluencie over thofe wha bdieve ai^d 

them t ' . ^ 

"What then couid he^morc ptejWicXaJ^. 
both ta foclety zfid the indlvidu^,. than. 
to fet this glorious fyllem at^nftViahti aiut. 
^pofe it a« an objjeft^ of ridia>le,T Whati 
^nore impolitic than to taije^ thofe te^ 
ftraint^, which the gpl^ la^s v^n tibe. 
rebellious, pafiions of maoJdnd t. Yl(l^ 
more daring and profane^ ths^i tip df^ridb. 
that which briBjgs fuch aipf la/^vid^iiceLofi 
its heavenly ongiiLai ? Surdy .thefc held, 
contemners of wllgion havQ^xiD* ktiolirl^ 

^ ^ cdgei 



^dge *r they muft be equally deftitute of 
piety and common fenfe, thus to weaken 
the motives to obedience, and encourage 
ati obftinate contempt of all authority,^ 
tjDth human and divine^ 
' It cannot he denied, that the morals o^ 
mankind are greatly debauched ; nofr* 
withftanding the light and difcoveries o£ 
the gofpel, ilaen. aft in direft op^fition 
to their duty ",. though reproached by 
their confciences, and conftantly admon-r 
iihed by the word of God, they follow 
the devices of their own wicked hearts^ 
and. purfue their own guilty pleafures^ 
- whatever injury they may do fociety, or 
to whatever hazard they may expofe 
their own fouls.. Thiacaa be no other- 
trife accounted for, than jfrom the perm- 
dous leflbns, and bad examples they mpet 
"vrith in the world ; hearing- the g^eat 
truths- of religion frequently derided, and 
being i^ilikrlzed to the pradice of every 
enormity, they firft endure the horrid 
vi&ge of impiety, then admire, and then 
embrace. ' The progrefs through the dif- 
ferent ftages of vice is very rapid, when 
aiitimated' by evSl communications, and 
dountenanded by a bad exam^e. 

Whether we confider man as an iiicfi-i 
iddualjtor a member of Ibctetyj it is of infin- 
V , ' itc 
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lie importance to him to fecure his tnorali-" 
from the contagion there 15 in the world ;; - 
thfa is in realityi and truth the one thing 
n^edfuL To abouigdin wealth i^ay; be ^fl:- 
eexned a Uefibg ; to be dignified with pub* * 
lie hoim»i]:^9 a peeuliar fdidty ; b^t thefe 
tilings afe nodiingv they are not wcMrtHy 
to be compared with an. approving con- \ 
fdesce, and the approbation of God. On . 
tHe other Kainlj inre mxf tUnk it a greats 
cakmity to lofe ' our febftance, our health 
or reptrtation j btrt to lofe our innocence^ 
aftd peace of' nund, woulci certainly be a ; 
nmcfa greater > ftrigtof^our virtue, we. 
nSuft be poor indeed ;- and deprived of ' 
thtt' favour oi ctor Maker, we> rauflr be: 
wretched beyond deftriptiom - ; 

'I' flialli therefore; improve the fubjc<Jt) 
hf a fertou^^exJiQnaiion 'to aVoid ihofe: 
wH €omfnKnimil(ms^wbkb cofr^ gtjod pnanr^ 
nifs: Sayfe > ther' wife man>— ^' Ceafe, ' my* 
fdti, to hear' the inftruiaionfc ot thofe tlut^ 
cittfe thee-to em'*' lict us^all profit' byr 
tfils admonidon jv Idr^Bi confifter it- as- 
addr^:iK^ tt^«omrfid[ves y ahd in oomjdianccr 
iwSth iti, lWiU« be: pctuKarly cardulin the 
choice ofv our' company ,ajid friends^' 
" Bleffedis the man whoTwrattietknOt inr 
the feotmfel'^of tHe.'nrigDdly,' nor ftatideth 
ifi'the^-way of .finners, nor fitteth in the^ 

feat; 
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feat of the fcornful : he ihall be Kke a tree 
planted T>y the rivers di water, his l^Lvea 
fhall not wither, his fruits ihall not feil^'* 
It' Is a difgrace to any man of charafter 
to confort with thofe, who fport with tha 
fat:red things of religion, and deride a life 
of piety and virtue ; his feelings muft be 
greatly injnred by their profanenefs. y his 
indignation miift be often excited by their 
wanton levity j and if he has any fenie. 
of religion upon his own ntiind, he inu{L 
be extremely difgufted at the liberties 
they may be di^fed to. take with the 
gofpel which he profefies, and thait Being 
whom he adores \ he muft, therefore^ 
either abandon inch connexion^, ' or his 
religious impreffions n^mft wear off, aQct 
he become equaUy riotous and £b^n£al, 
with his diflblute Gompanions. A man 
cannot preferve his virtue amid &ch ^So^ 
dates ; it will be a crime in him to hear all 
the hard fpeeehes which ungodly iinners^ 
nfnKy utter, tod to he a witineft of theii? 
impiety ; unlefs he is repcllod by theiiT: 
profane difcoorfe, we muft be allowed to 
impeach his zeal and fincedty, and tQ 
fuppofe the honour of God, and the cred* 
it of religion, are not Jthe real objed of 
his jealous concern^ 
Let us thd^ ftudioufly a^void the a£-» 
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ifembly of mockers, and flrat out. eiriF 
agaihft tJiofe impious communications^ 
which cofrrupt good manners. O my 
foul, come riot thou into their dwelling ;r 
with their aflcmWy, mine honour^ be not 
thou united. Their houfe is the way'to- 
hell, leading <fowri by the chambers 'of " 
de«h": enter not, therefore, into thdr' 
path )■' 8"*^ go ^^^ i"' their way ; *voidc 
it, paiV riot' by li^ turn from it, '^ndpafe^ 
away'j for ■t'hfi- curfe" of the Lord is. in tlhfe: 
houfeof fhde fcoi'ners', and ftiame: fliifii 
be th^ rewkr'd of their impioiis folly.-- , 
- B*t' kt mecaiutlbn thyi young friCTKii, in/.- 
ati efpeci^ liianner, againft thofo" iptniSi^ ■ 
cio«i difc&ittfts, whTch aire fb fetaj to good' 
nxwals (' and- thofe infembus cha:ractcrr».- , 
>*hidh- iS'OiM fediice tlieni ffoih thelf- 
Aity; Yow ittay be told; tliat rdiporf i^' 
all »■ cbeA ;• that pnefts and' poluiciinsi- ■ 
K««M invented thfe itnpc^me, iii qrdep to' 
he vulgar "iff awe, and enrich Hhwh^ - 
■ Ybii- TfirfyTje told, that rodi of ■ ■ 
ty now fee through their wt. and' 
hfbWn'OfFthefliackles, which pricft-,f . 
iiAd tyrattny had forged. . You may . 
rther^ entertained witTi the gloom' 
iVdfitf of a^itligioiis Kfe ; the plca-^ 
youmuft facrifice,' and mortifica-- 
you' muft undergo, may be ,aU fet 
\ " befort 
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JbcforeTiJu i tod, in dne yjox^^ you «Bf 
b(? cadiorted to live >vhile y w iwi^ *o tip 
a9i happy as your firoUck age; may 4ifpofc 
yoii) becaiife to-morrow you m^y.dieiaiial 
ithieire WiU no redemption from the gpavQ. 

Tbde difcourfes .will eafily ejB^j 
yaur attention ; aiifi thopghj ^t 3 
they may fhock your fe^liijg^, i|: i§ ipcaPC 
than poffiWe, they may ^ei^ply kjtkpx^ 
ywr heart. Therp i^ foniethlngvifo \/^ 
.and daring iii th^jim, and tli^ey ;^re riscomp 
mLjemded by fuch aji air of novflfy^ that 
they will readily catch th^ young pain^j 
from enduring, you may lifter to th^fP 
i«dth pleafure \ irom j^dqaijrinff, y<]iu may 
fee led to join in them ; it will ^o^ ap* 
j)ear manly and heroic tp rife; fuperiour 
to the principles of educatipn \ ^^nity 
will ftrongly tempt you to tura atfidc 
ixoxsx the common road ; your l\iA^ wA 
paffions will fide with your wicfe^ fedu- 
cers,.and theii^ pernicious .ex^mp}^^ wift. 
<:omplete your overthrow, 

WherdFore, confider well th^ da^^ger of 
(uch connexions ; coniid^r theama^ng iiA- 
eard to which yo[u exppfe yp^r imi0(:^tuc6# 
your reputation, your pgac^ ; confide 
the ini^my yo\i bring upotf yourfelves, 
by receding from thpfe virtuopa princi- 
ples, which hav^ been inftiUed into you 



tby your parents, or thofe who feave tceft 
intrufted with your education ; confider 

, the Ihame in which you will involTt 
them, and the injury you may do your 
own fouls. The time will come, when 
an approving confcience will appear of 
infinitely more value to you than ten 
thoufand worlds. Soon, very feon, will 

^ the feafon of youth be over ; yet a little, 
and you muft take leave of all prefent 

' enjoyinents, and prepare for the tribtmal 
of God J and what a tormenting reflec- 
tion muft it be, in your laft moments, 
that you have hated inftruftion, and def- 
pifed reproof ! How muft it aggravate the 
pains of death, that you have laid, in the 
thoughtlefs gaiety of your heart, depart 
from us, for we defire not the knowledge 
of thy ways I Call for your feducers m 
thofe moments, • «fid fee what confolation 
they will aflford ; they may tell you, you 
frighten yourfelves with a phantom of 
your own raifing ; and that the prdudices 
of education are the fource of au your 
terrours. You will reply, miferable com- 
forters are ye all. The wit and banter 
which once afforded you fuch amufe- 
ment, will now lofe all its charms.; and 
you will poorly relifli the unfeafonable 
mirth with which they would allay your 
fears. Let 
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• tM tlrdfe cotifiderations conStm drofe 
fentiments of piety, whkh you may no\g» 
entertain $ ^ let them deafen you to thofe 
evil communications, which are fo &tai 
to morality ; let them guard you againft 
the ixiajres of th^ wicked^ and the feducinj 
arts of corrupt and ungodly minds } an( 
take this truth with you, bear it ever in 
tnind, write il upon the table, of your 
heart j~-" If thou art wife^ thou fliak 
be wile to thyfdf j if thou fcorncftt thou 
4doae muft bear it»'* 
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JEREMlAJI.ix. 3,: ■> :- 
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THEY PkaCE^O FROM «ViL.:TO'»Vl|:,^ , 



JL I?E. progreflivp xiaSfw^ o^:vVirtw; 
apd vice is a doflrioe ixici^cated |)y^^. 
wor4 of God, and^confinxied by ttie ,f?q?er : 
rienqe and-o^fervation oi^ all,, wi^p ,have^i 
j(i!udied tJEiexr owii, aIui|:f»St^^4:^r)<^^f^^ 
to the aftions of o|:6j5r3^ ^ .T^ j^ ftatioaaRy .- 
cither ia reKrion jOr m^wicjt^doel^ 
mprally impoSlble ; xnan^ v^ io' i5pwrifl4,:, 
aAd fUch are the Qrcu]xU}anc0» in whii^i 
he is placed, that he will proceed ftppa : 
virtue to vixtuet, or ." from pvil tQ evU/*:.; 
Either.he will ifrojsr la graf;e,ipr )XkqtG^^ 
in^ wickfidneis j ^. his. path . will, Ihine mpre ; 
aisid more, or tl^ ihades wiU^df^pc^, tii{i ' 
h& p^tth ihaU be loft m utter dairkiiefs. 

He 



religious pr^n^i^s, flop at any chriftian 
attainments ; tior, when he once departs 
frona the rule of duty, can he predeter- / 
mine to what diftance he will wander j 
he may flatter himfelf that the path of 
Virtuef xnay be eafiiy regained } out no 
perfon ever made the experiment, with- 
put difcoverii]s.>|s jniftak^.^ ^ ,,^ 

To theie reflections I have been led by 
thofe words of the ancient prophet, which 
defcribe the Jewifli jpfcople. At the time, 
when Jeremiah appeared as a witnefs 
againfi them, they had filkd up the meaf- 
ure of their guilt ; ihocked at their 
crimes, and terrified at the judgments 
which were ready to overwhelm them, he 
draws their diaraiSer, and laments their 
fate in this pathetic ftrain : ^^'Oh that' 
niy head ^ere waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I nfiight weep day 
and night for the . flain of the daughters 
of my people. ' OH that 1 had in the wil- 
dernefe a lo^ng place of wayfaring men ;, 
that I niight leave my people, and go 
fnMn them ! for ttey are att adulterers, 
an aflembly of treacherous men j and / 

they bend their tongu6s like a bow for 
lies; but they are not valiant for the 
truth upon the earth ; for tb^ proceed , 

f^OfU 



*p 



from evit to evil ; and ftcy Im6# init tlk^j 
iaitK the Loird.** This ^w^ tilt character 
of the Jews, not . loxlg befofre' their 4ef. 
truftion j the ftrainy bf the pi^opket 
were, therefore, fiidh a^ ittight liaV* beefe 
ej^pe^led from 'a tnan of ' efiabSflied' fteCf 
and benevolence. '' ' •; '^^ .i wf : : ♦ 

' fii the fondwin^ '<fircoia«K,;I^«^ tt^ 
.confine, myfelf to ttte 5e*«^ fe^i^ j^ fe*t 
"iha|l endeavolii^'to'cdnfirih liiid iit!dbunt 
"for: the faft. ttktetJ^n tibc tteirf. / '^ . 

J5>y?.^lt ^^^' a genetal^trtth, «h« Mto,* 

\who liave'flifown'aff tlie Tdhridteft' to^ 

fetij^n, *** pocSed ^6ii -evfl'^b c^^** 

;, thouj^htli^efi Of God has ter^atftd Js 

aai avowed ' ainteinipt' bf iiU k&imBm Mdl 

authority j}. fro^d6trWs,4ilt<%artlttti|re. 

\ llgipni't^^^ 

' from ifeiail offence$j . the^ havfc ^ohe^ ^tt ta 

the^ moft daring criihcs. Jii. tfhe 4rft 'fta- 

^ g^' of ,vice, 'they; eoul^ iiot^ be;^uAj«ft, 

\ m^evoleht; or tferfifl^trt, -\vStitbTfit? MdSbig^ 

ibme violence to th^ file^ng^^y 'bWlJin 

'. the eveht^ they hav^el&ecohie^J^ to 

, riemorfe ;"dccaIiona1 felfd^^ 

focceeded Tiy i eohfihned tfifr^t^ teethe 

. iruttb^ occa%nal aa^ of aiffibnyftV itove 

ice[* to every toedb of ^jr?flRee. -^ intern* 

, .' perate.at<pes 'ntteh havfefeireri i^G6t!^ed 

;• to thcl6wefrd%rada(t56ti of^]JLciir«S6ittee j 

^ ^ one 
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,ew lie&bcxate dejp^iftidTc fr^^m tjie laws qf 

-^ailM:^) ku b^en followed by all thje 

Crimea '^hich mai:k the. libertine j angar 

. ia :the b^^inii^gx has become revenge in 

t tfo^ §^>d 5 • Wd a diifrefpeftful mannet of 

vCQi8bv?rfii>g.*on th^ iubieft of religion has 

generated^ not only that foolifh talking 

«ao4';^^i)g Y^luch w not convenient^ but 

Ji^biti^l jbUiTpfiopq impiety^ 

: K Thg dawgerjjof.pne wrong ftep, delib- 

erately takan^ is not tQ be oeicribed. 

Tfc<B Wga wl^ft is onjy beginning the ptac- 

dc^. of dlihon^fiy, would ll^e mocked, if 

his future , ^h^ader were unfolded 'Ito 

hijB. J^ he,w^^ ;tQl4» that the time 

would €Q9)^^ when. <^ regard to his own 

inteifeii wpuld. outweigh all other confid- 

jer^tioas I when fr^ud ^d deception 

would lofe their defortnity in his ey« ; 

^nd who^ hp would Ap^P ^^ ^he viteft 

arts in or<der to increafc his fubi^ancej^ he 

would tJuJak lum£^ hi^ly injured by 

the infinuatioai £Us proent intention is 

ta retain a large portion of his integrity ; 

itnd he efteems hunielf incapable of adions 

to whi<^h his preient meafures are a nat« 

ural intrpdu^hon* 

The fame afionlmment would feize the 

perfoa >jfho is, in the.firft ftage of fenfu- 

ality^ if his future exceCes .were revealed 

Zz to 
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fo Iiii|i ; the in&mous'vices t>f tbe fibervi 
t^ne and drunkard .; the crimes which*! 
m^k« the whoremonger toid aduitCTer ; : 
the degrading ^d&ms^ and hiabils of Hthofia 
who glory in' their flultne, aite otjeftt of * 
hi^ detefiation. In the SMetitsf of M% > 
heart, he would protdit anmfV.tfodi acn. 
tirn^ and would Hi:4i^n^dke iknpoffittifiit^ 
of his fettingy in thb n^aAniati sdUi ktr «M^ 
dficmcf ali de&moe^ . ' StiB^ bom eafy is ^ 
the progtefs fro^n Hemparwrf isidt^eoocr 
tQ confirmed fenfuality ! ij&nd how'snaiiyv 
m the, eyeni:, ha^e be^me .a^%race'tch 
huqfian natufj^y begaufe they dtd mot "ScfiSb 
the iSirfi temptaliona to finli^ pieafiire i * j i 
line £aLt4 tendency of othei^ paffions ii^/ 
aUb an eftat^fliedi fad. 1^^ masn, Mie^ 
under thf in^u^nee of ambitiate has'heeii. 
tempted to commit fmall crimes^ faib: 
fomdhiatfelf Inij^bly riconcifed toMkr 
pr^ioeS) hoiB^eif^, ini^iiit^us^. ^wihiicbi 
wouid accojn[ipl|&shis%6gn9 : rttierJB^ 
who has fecretly piped jft thi pindfperfty 
of <?thc3r6, has at Icjigth felft ^ Me miSajt^ i 
and contrafted all the guUt» arifiligifKmi ' 
a confirmed ftate of envy : the poribOf • 
M^ba ha^ skljiowed hiix^lf^ in f(»sii^'idEiftan* * 
c^s, tocenfure ^d fcoficl^tx)n» 'has «venti*^ 
tiaUy beconac notoiriou^ for isvil^'^^Kik^^ 9 
tut, in no cpie aiti^, fa iih« otfervetioft: 
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m-^the tekt more dead^diy venfied thxtt 
in the/ coacerns d£ tetigidnJ Men firft: 
become liidH%r^fit> towards It ; they have 
tfien thiSar dfM\k^ vcfpoMng its divine au» 
thority ; anrd^ finally,' thi^ -abandon it as 
a ^le; in regard to it^ibim^diat^ duties, 
thsy te^n mith negleftkig thetn occa* 
fi^i^alfyy and &td ^^h n^leAin^ them 
akiJgether 5 tki& is paiticultfrly true, as to 
thofe Inftieutione *^hidk' ^vt intended te 
gk^ pfiblie ctmm^iftnco to rdigion; lind 
tomamtam its influelKi6 iti^Gkiety. Td 
negleft them, at one tinne, is a ftrong 
temptation ' to repeat t4ie t^^iice : hence 
It may be cbfespved, tha« excu&s multiply 
wben dovotiiMi is grovring cold, tifl at 
length the nund acquiefees in a genenS 
ne^eft of alt the forttis a^d iiiftitmioiis of 
rthgion* 

Thw appHcabteatre the Words of the 
text as well to chofe 'vi^&ve under th6 
cbfriiibian, as to tbofc i»4k> i^re plaiced 
VLwisr the |ewifll (^t^mMion. Human 
hOvLYt is the £»fie ; i^ moral hatSts ar6 
fonsied according to the fame la^^s. If a 
Jew, when he had made a ftiirender of 
tis rcMgicQft, wouldv'prokreed 'from evil to 
cvili, why fhotlld not otte, educate^d % 
chrifUan, In like circumlbiices^ ad? the 
fame 'paw i ' Why fliekiM not Ite proceed 

from 
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from cardeflhds to Indifference, (irosn fh« 
^leg^ed of one duty to that ct^xAhetiy^ 
from doubts to uojbelief, from a fecreC 
.wifli that chriftknity werie not true, to i 
jHsriuailon thjtt it is falfe ? '^W?iy &ouIii| 
The not proceed frofn^ irreverence ta hx^ 
metr, from falfehoods uttered in ^rt t4^ 
,£iliiehoods didated by maUce V fi^AmllE^ 
pofitioM in jTmall things^ ta ftlU greats 
wra^g3 ; firoip low practices to the inoft 
diihoneft arts > from Occafional to cohfirtH* 
led and habitua} excefles ? When c^nfthib 
principles are abandoned, what is to pre- 
.yept an accutnulation of new guilt, As 
> Ipiig ^ lif(^ and the powers ^ action afe 
<;pntwiued I . The apoflle obfenres, ^ ihSl 
m^ ;^i4 &ducers wax wor& and Wpi^, 
dccelviAg^.and being, deceived/' TMs 
, was true at the age in which St. TM 
flQuriihed ; and it wilt remaiil' true^ ^ 
lopqg as the prefent laws of humaa natisrc 
cofitlnueia forcQ. . .*. r; ' 

; Hating thus cpnfideTed iht hA- ^iA^ 
if^JOfcA Ml. the text, I .prd«ed, in d%c 
Se^md place, to accouilt for it ; ahd VMri- 
4>vs rc^ons uiay be afi^ned fbr tlie pto- 
grds o£ wicked meu firbm jcvil, to eviL 
Firft, the longer they ^re acdiftpm«d ^to 
dp >^ong, the lefe thiy fuffcr from the 
^biiftraiices of coiaJTci^ce } tlie be^iu 



|lli»g& of vice aK^ generally accOiDp^nied 
M4t£ great uneafineis. There was a tiinty 
when the heart of David fmote him onl^ 
lie* cutting oflF the ikirt of his Uiafterii 
g&nni»rit 5. and whilft the confcience re^ 
ts^m its fcnfibility, it will be a great iiw 
terrupdon to the pleafures of fin. Pel*- 
jbusy which have not learned to defy it^ 
Rutbority,, and to |urn a deaf ear to ifSr 
^feproachesi will find that it ils an awfiil 
Hioiiitor, and that its fcourges^ ate not to^ 
he 4efpifedi ' 

Tim^y however^ and fkmiliarity wi1& 
yfee^ will conquer thfs^ princfpfle y ihe 
SRoral {bn&2 like all the other fenfes, may 
be impaired 4 the heart way grtrw Kard 
l&ro;^dh the deceitfalnefi of in ; to ufe 
a fcripture-^iprefton^^ confcience may be 
' fefiired a$ with a, jitot iron j'inplam hm- 

Sagp^t>eing.Qftei\' refitted and natittrsffly 
jegfitd^dff i^iupX confdenGe may fcetfe 
to accnfe, to'judgei or to ' terrifjr, what- 
,:fvep foxMrfejpf fi^liori may^W ptirfiitJdE'. 
• Such i$..tiq'co4iJitutipn''ot liiaii ; and 
. fiach the necefi[ary'conre^u^ri(ib <!>f'tefe9:- 
mg tie gu\4e within cyat owh bofofirjSj^ 
and 4oM^g that which is right iii onr own 
eyes^ ip defiance of jits iomc^niMota.^ ' 

It, follows* tj^en, that men * ^ pi^ocied 

ilropi ,eyil to cvila'* b^aufe they do Hot 

' '''' - ^^- - • fed 
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Jbd the reftmnte of conrcience. When 
they do wrong, they are if^t. tpfj^i^fslijit- 
thfe time, nor does t^i^ rec:oI}e^ion<p£ ^it? » 
^uik rendef them miferabte },>t^i^<5y-5Wer 

duties they 6nAit,.Virhatevier J?^^^,tl^^y.jyi^ 




ofe^tVf trali%rfeflions,j^' th^yjt^ ^H^plii^ 
a tfiumpfti' tfvet .tonfc;eriiG^,,^n|^,jt^ 
CMf ' ppdcefefi from one pvil a^iqn to -Am 
gceiter, Svitfibtt'thbfe forebqcjing^jw 
are an e^jieff pf future piirk^hip^iqtt,: . :, 
Delivered' from this rc&rdinp^ .W^ltib 
might be^ expeifted biit a rapM pjro^^^ 
from one degree of wickednds tp, ^pptJhr : 
cr 1 What b to prevent an^acf;^toulatift% \- 
of ' gpuik in drcumfiance^ fo^ Vin^aypi^^blc . / 
to .virttie ? ' No longer poffeiTedvOt ,2^.pfi%t: I 
ciple of mord difcernmeni, j^uij: i^qtiXnei^.n 
put evil for good ; and darkfipf^ |or; ]light tt/.'. 
Mvdt they not pt^rfuie a cdurfe, of jftip. ;^ith . ' 
incr^afed^ arttotir, wheii ^he bjt{cnj?ls,^ilt», \\ 
and danger of moral eVil, no loj^ger dif^ 
turb diem^ and they feel neit;ber ^Vrp^r v 
nor retti(*fe\?^ It is imppflible to n^^ / 
thefe '^n^iSidUs, and not tp perceive :Ofl^ . ; 
very 'impbrtant rfe^ibn' for pk^ fa^^.pi^n* 
tioned itt the t^;Kt. r \ [ ^ . /, ." 

• .-••i5^tio''.?fY^ ''evil,. 






» • • . . . 

eWl,* 1ie<ftmfq they rife fupenour to a fenfe? 
<tf fiiaihe. A regard to appearances, aiid 
a t€fp6ft to piiblic opiDi^n, have a co^n^: 
itjaMlfi^; influence over thrfe who hayfea. 
cb^^der tb fUpportj arid ^ rj^utatlon. to : 
pr^ferve J thev are reftraiaed, by a prmti* 
pie of ^fliattie,^ from many anions to which . 
they 'to* todngly mfclined^ arid to ^ which . 
the authority of God woujd be inefib^t^ 
ally oppofed J but this Drincipi? , may be 
o^trcohi^, and its itifluerice defeated* * 
"When evil affeftlons have been long irt- 
dulged, and when a courfe of evil as3:ion$ - 
have been deliberately purfued, dame wiU 
ceafe to oj)erate, aj^earances wiU be dif- . 
regarded, and the public, difapprobfltioii 
w3l become an objed of indifferenjce. • 
The boldnefs of habitual tranfgreflbrs ib 
mentioned in the facred pages j the pro* 
phet fpeaks bf perforis, who are incapable . 
of bluflring, eveni, when ! their wpcft «* 
tioria are brought, to Bghti. 

We have, then, anoflxec weighty wa* . 
fon'fi>r the Jncreafirig imtnoiolity of thoTe,. 
whi) hkve yielded them&lves up, fervimtd 
to tenrighteoufnefs. It is eafy to believe 
that peribns will proceed .fcom' ' evil to 
evil, when they are as iijienfiblc^ta fhamCp^ 
as they* are incaj^abte of r^niorfe ; want- 
ing thefc powerful reftndnts^ it is conceiv- 
able 
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labfe diik tkcy flioidd go tP tt^ gre«)tdl 
Iragths ia ^mckadnei^: accor^Ui^y we 
fykdy that a proftrati^n of 4U priiKdpk 
may be dart^ed froaii aa #xtmdion of 
4haine, afid a eoiitcsapt of the qpiiiioas 
and ccB&ires of aur f^Uow-aieu* 

7'/&/>d/^%-^iAm ipcrcf^fiiag pai&pfi for 
criminal indulgences coni^ire» with tbs 
ia£ls already* fiatod, to yi^Sify ^^^ oKer^ 
vadc» ia tht text. Ev^y luil gaiQS 
ftrength by gratification } the longer men 
continue under the dominion of iuif the 
more pleafuffe do thev find in the pra<5lice 
of it. As virtue di^lays new eharms tp 
ata fiiiccre followers, fp does vice, ii<$t 
merely lo£e its deformity, b^iit prefent new 
attra£Ucms to thofe who are addi&ed to 
it ; ia other words,' the farther men prp» 
coed in Zr. courfe of wickednefs, the xnovc 
aerceable fuch a courfe becomes, aijid the 
more do their prefent enjoyments depend 
upon the indu^i^ce of fuch paifions as 
l»ve pin^ 2»i afcendaacy over thexn. 

This change in the hunmn mcUnati(Q9i 
ift^ then, another arguioeni m fu{^c»rt of 
the doSirine advaficcd by t)xp propji^t. 
The workers of iniquity pi^ooeed froQi 
evil to cfll, becaofe they experience » 
incteaik^ fim&ii^ m doing that which 
their pattens di£fcait» j^ £a £ic0mes mo«e 

deiirablc 
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llefirable by familiarity with it, and %f 
liabit : hence^ it might be raticHMlly 4^ 
peeled) that they wouM add iniquity t0 
^ranfgreffion^ that they wcmld grow morfe 
deaf to confciem^, matt indifierent about 
reputation, more obedieat to their iu^ 
^and paeons, and more detormitied to 
feek their prefeat happi^i^fe in fiiiiul 
gratifications, 

Fe?ar/>&/y.— ^Paibm, - who havfc {deafnrfe 
In undghteotifndrs, ate emboldened^ n<it 
•only to continue in fin, but to contraft 
new guilt, by flattering themfeives that 
there is no truth in reUgion ; and that 
its tertours are a human inventibn. Men 
>firft throw off the moral r^ftraints, and 
then call in quefl:ion the evidence of rev^ 
elation. X would not b^ underfiood that 
this b univerfally the cafe 5 but that 
there are many inftanceg- in which a 
courfe of adlion hofiile to the gofpd bM 
created fufpidons that the gofpel is not 
from heaven, but of men. How natvurai 
4s if, that peifons who are devoted to iffit)^ 
Ihould feel a ftrotig prejudice againft any 
fylbem whi<:h inculcates a lifd of virtue ? 
How natural is it, that th€y fliould twn 
from an example, which is- a continual 
reproach to themfelves ? How natural 
that they ftould diibeMdve a future ftate 
A a .i . . of 
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^ jpunifliinent, when that pui]iiihmfjtt 
xnUft be their portion, if the chtiftian tcm^ 
iclation be diidne ? The ftate of our 
hearts has a great influenc^e on duf judg^ 
tnent j the force of evidence, in all cafes^ 
.depends effentially on the pre-difpofition 
of our minds to receive or r^eft. ' If, 
therefore, we fecretlyan4 earneflly wifli 
that the gofpel may be difcovered to be. 
nothing more thad t cunningly deyifed, 
fisiWe, the probability is, that.^e ihaH. 
eventually -embrace this opinion. Its in-, 
ternal evidence ^11 make no impreflion i 
its external evidence will not perfiiade ; 
nor fliall we perceiVe any force m Xht ya^ 
rious argume^its to which thtiflianity ap^ 
peals. , * ; . r ' . : 

. An e\^l heart of unbelief being the : 
natural confequence of vile affedions au^ , 
vicious habits, how reafonable is i^ to . 
fuppofe that perfons, determined on the 
indulgence or their paffions and lufts, 
ihould proceed from evil tg evil. They 
have fubdued ihame, and impofed Slence 
on their confciences ; they have accjub^ed 
arelilh for finful pleafures, and feel.na 
uneafy apprehenfions in regard to . fii- 
turity ; they muft, therefore,. wax,wqrfe '. 
and worfe, contfafting nev^ guilt, and ^x- , 
pofing thcmfclvcfir to a more dreadful cqi^-. 
demnation. 'Thus 



'Thus have I endeavoured notT:>niy't6 
afcertain the faft, but to fliow why men? 
proceed, from evil to evil. It fcllows,i 
from an impartial view of the fubje^,* 
tfiat we fliould be on our guard againft- 
the firfi: temjptation^ to fin, and even the 
fcialleft deviatioHs from duty. . This jeal-. 
©ufy of themfdves, this vigilance, this* 
ileady determination not to ad agamfi> 
the dictates of confcience, aad the convic- 
tion of' their own minds, is particularly 
incumbent on thofe who Jbave juft enter- 
ed life J they ihould give the moft earneft 
keed to the counfel of the wife man ; 
-~*' let thine eyes look right on, and' 
thine eyeJids look ftraight oefore thee j; 
ponder the path pf thy feet, and let aU- 
thy ways be eftablifhed j turn not to the: 
right hand nor to thq left^ remove thy 
foot from evil."' 

To retain the tepdernefi of confdence 
IS an^ obje<% of infinite importance ; be 
caceful^ then,.talifien to its remonilxan- 
ces, and to revere ita Gounfels. Remem- 
ber that, its voice is the voice of God ; 
attentive to that voice, if, by accident,, 
you take a wrong ftcp, you will be able- 
to recover the path of virtue,, and pro- 
ceeding with new caution, you will fixiifli: 
your courfe with joy. 

Let 



Let Ihame coni^re with cosidefice to 
.fMierrd you team ^nkf 4difc&Mbe.tnA£» 
greffion ; recolk^t that a gt(K)d mndm 
bettrrj«faim'jiiudgirrkh0»;:* ai^ tiie 

ddtingiijil) wmt, is iMt to^ U^ defeffed* 
Educated in the prinftiples^oBttobeftasid 
pardL xdlgiKinv ^^ DOtnaiadgc fti^Mrradc 
. ctf Jbi^ and a:g€o4 cMfd^ce;' ^ Gca^ 
tmy: fon^ toh^Ar thtt: iitftralfiiMw: ofrthafe 
who tiirmdd canofer-^hdb la err/^':;3(fcrfoiis^ 

ths lights and^tvill not t.ome$io rk^ t^ 
their deeds ihicmM be repiwtied^' 'bti>t;ia& 
iDoii aw in t^e. morning 9fJi^ and^tf y^ 
hx!9>cr traMkndir cgiuit)!}^^ hamt^^ istuMi^reci 
&r, do youcherifo a ievo^ieiice fof^4i^teo 
rndbtiaa, and let ir gtddb^ ^iMn^ ii^ct^igilto 
the path itfduty^ ^' Tte kMi^ ci/tbe luirdt 
h perfefi, cbkiverting the ^1 /^^ t&e^j^f^ 
pd of Qhrift isij^DitaU^tforiidtfailae, 
iTGprcoii 9ttd cDTneaMd^-ii abU^^^o tettd 
yoKiYtp^;aad: (}€i giv^iycAi) aa ^'i^etitaifco 
among thofe who are imd^di ^ASiBt^ 
thereione; you afffnt to iti^tMhy irid ac^ 
' kno^iedgeifis authority, )^iirffl^^^ 
esair^ to foih>w, a«d the Arangfift nkfo^ 
tivoi ^to abtmdCM a;j(rUtoia 4;twrl^ aM^o 
rdburn'tbybur ds<?y $ bui^ if y<M»gl«e^p 
irevdatioti^ yoo^ arm tb» ftaffi^ 

the: 



l&e fiunetiiiuf^ rdiaqutfli the only efibfbiat 
loeaQs of <iefQnc6.i 

Tltefe oounfok cannot fae unacceptable 
tatJiofe^ wbo^are/awareroftlurprc^effive 
nunw of iin, wd ^^e feen perfons pro- 
ceed' ftoiQi dril> tio ^eri} f to fuch I woi]dd 
etradUy xecmnmaid the fuUe6k of tbis^ 
diiconrfe. Be deeply impre&d with this 
momentoi^ truths that wheh you^ commit 
#ne ofiencCf you know mA. ikow far you« 
-may depart from the, right way* You 
may? before you^ are aware^ be entan^ed 
and ottrcome ;: and you may lofe your 
Hberty before you may be &nfible that it 
19 in danger.. Suffer » therefiore, the word 
i^f exhortation r To-day, whilft it it called 
to-day» hear the voice of God> and harden 
not your heairts; Before it is too late, 
break off! your fins by righteouihe& ; 
othen^e^. that Sentence may; be |)n>- 
iiotmced) ^^ he . tbat h unjufi^ let him be 
iMjuft flUl :; be that b £khy, let him be: 
filthy ftm/^ 

Xq cdndndCi t^^whatevdr be negk£led, 
do not uegte£): the means of rdigion, add 
the eare of your own feids ; be watchftil,. 
and ftrenffth^Q tJbe thio^ which remain. 
If unfaith^ to youi^lVes, if addided to- 
the piirfuitg^of fin^ if r^gairdlefs of the epn- 
ftquences, you will find that the wages o£ 
Aa 2 fin: 
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Purees of fiumaa- errour : our wotldlf 
circumftances are i9ft»n * itijured .by this 
particular inibxice of folly,.. Prom, the 
fame caufe our miod^ experience £i hear- 
ier wrong ; Hbut wW i^ mQHto.b^ la« 
mmttod^ » tbfi'tvinf wiijcb; wecbriag*.upen> 
our fouls by neglediog^iiie. accepted time^ 
aadtiiffing^away the d%y c^ Cdvation. 

Never was there a more fatal i&iikake^ 
than the fuppc^ion, .tliat the M:. dngs^ 
oi life would £srye for all the purpdfissL of 
idUgion ; . thi^ itB^ the: delufim, ^to which 
'fe many wall hereafter aicnhe.< thek raw* 
it is this/ whli:h enabks' th^m-* to w4tk^ 
ftand the moft afiedibnate addreffi^ tlie 
: ndi £blettin wirninm^ aiid ^e . b^qQ:! ear- 
fie^ethortatioM^ si^ikh 'tlkey mb^ witfi 
in thi^ fS9fy(k. Ia khthid, whieb^bluids 
Ihor ctyesi to th^ ;nat!T!e^cI»s(^-.Qf.sioial 
g0CKkiG& ;;. and it i» tjb^^; "iidaiiicb! f^rliito 

thoPd agiiirf) ; th«; teimoMtiigt iofebodi^ 

. «f iutiire xniftryi. n iXhqr .pfiflfiimei Ih4t 

ihe.tfraidilidMde^airsh of n«i^zis .wiUl^yer&t^ 

and theyjb»v««Q do»b^,t^tva^e^itMg 
noroenty $fmW4l^io> Q:Q4>^7witt4^in« 

penfat^ a »W^l€^iifed9¥Qte4:l»£n,. 

It:khytliein|;j^tii^pf:#v^r3;:)^ _ 
tt« foffif 4ijure pBrib^^ to .ipifiid I|i9.«r38!»* 
A> &cret. diflat^aioa with his conduA 

. - * will 
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2 COftlNTHIANS, vii *. 

WM0fAhs now I^ TH* ACOa^Tfii^ TIME }, iCMl.9| 

1 fSERE Is a feaicm aad; a time ta 
•very pvirpofe luideF the haavan* Tkera 
is^ a tione/ to be boFfi, and a tiine to (£e | 
a time to gaki^. and 'a time to lofe ; « 
tkne to break down^ and a time to build 
.«p } a^ time tp acquire li;powle(%e> and a 
t&n^ to forget ;; a time for adioft^ and a 
ti%a» fbr r^ofe ; a time* to^ Ibrm good 
llabit)) and a time Vfbttk we may defj^air 
of' any rd^gioiis- ac(|uilkioxfs y a time^ 
when we may corre^ the wicke&efi of 
our heartf^ asKl a time^ wften i^ will be 
all^noft' ineorriglUe I Out inattentioa t^ 
tkefe &a& is on& of the moft ftwtful 

(ources 
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•fcurccs oTfiumai^ «iTout : our woriifly*- 
drcumibnces are joftien abjured .hj- tMs^ 
particular inilsyace of foJly^. From^ the 
lame caufe our mind^ essperieote a hair- 
ier wrong ; Init what is moft to.be la« 
mented^ if^ theruia wbkh: we briQg.^poi» 
our foula by negle£ting*:jLhe. accepted time^ . 
and trifling., away tb^c day oi fid!i^tion. 

Never was there a more fetal xfii' 
than the fuppofition, that the lalt dr^s: 

. c^ life would ferve for aU the fnirpc&ft of- 
zeligion ; . thi^ . h^ the. delu£cm, ;.to whidii 

'fo many will herea&er aicrihe* thek rmmm 
it is this,' which enables^ tl^nr.^ to wtiiii 
ftand the moil afFedibnate addreffiss^ tj^: 

: ino& folettsn warnings^ a&d the . iX)oft> ear*- 
iieite«hortatioiis» whkh :t]|ey nnset wi£h' 
in the gio^d^ It ishtl^ Which ^bluods 
their cryes^ to the nat|\!erxI^Q^s: Qf,»Qfal 
goodn^ ;: and it 1$ this^^^iichT fcfr^iificft 
uiem agtinit. th^ tocmcuiktiagf £ofebodi<ig» 

-of future iiu£»yjs .^iThejr .pscftiiM^ iShtt 
the.grsiduai decays^ of na)iii$.*il^ gf ^(^et^*^ 
i^nable Bolii;^ of an^^pi^dblng chaii^Q^; 
and they , hi^ve «o doi^^ . th»t va»te:g3^k«g 

penfate a wh^l^ Ji^et d^vQted.^ta fin,. . ^ v 

Iti&.the intentioQ-of 0V(p:y yipiQWjna9# 

9» ibipe future psriod^ tg .amfiid ^9iiYa0« 

i4' fecret diflatKfa^on with, his cpndu^ 
• * wilL 
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^bodks, and you wiH Tmavoidably percehre: 
«»at God'ig aiBotaf governour j that his 
■b^nftvokncc fe cxerdfed with wifdom ; 
that the falvation of the gofpd is a faya- 
*t<MHi 28 .wefl from the reigning power, as 
*be- penal confequences lof fin j and that 
«€rtam • dttties muft be performed, and 
■cartmn habits acquiifed, before there can 
« 5^' a' Capacity for future happinefi. 

iSi?* '^^ ^"^ chriftian truths, it is im- 
poUibk to . determine what deferves the 
aame. We muft defpair of ever under- 
llanding the gofyd, if it be merely a hit 
tory of bleffings purchafed by Jefus Chrift. 
withoat. ;my mtimation of the quaUfica! 
*i«w neceflaiy for the enjoyment of thole 
bleffing^, or the ternfe, on which they 
•would be hereafter beftowed. 

Weread, in the facred pages, not only 
of^eacmg, but doing *he ^ df ouJ 
^la^-, ^e -Head -of faith, repentance, and 
a p«f«rering c4E>urfe^ of obedience : and 
^e. find, tn aM parts of the infpiri ^I. 

vrfta torfektt tbeu- fins, and fincerely en- 
^'^J^^'^'^^'tlu^ commandmeiS 

and what fo- obvious as that fu^Jj 
above, naxatlv that ««. .u TiV "&B^«ed 
cood M^l* ^r ™"^ ^e moraUy 

good, befocewc can be fupimely happy^ 

Coniider 
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To tbis; femark I woidd eaU> uiet ^dd;] 
mttention of my younger . hmt^t^^ they^* 
are particularly interfd^ed in ib;) thmi^* 
courfe is but Ijegun j M ti^T ^'*^ cnnttir" 
and ftfayed from the righ,t wa^v tbe^ caa^' 
tread back the^ouaa<^,<©yet;. wbSch; 1thl!f^ •' 
have incautioufly w^^d^red ^t m^^refpdft^ - 
to them, a retreabt i&jiot iiapra&icabk ;t ^ 
for which reafbn, th?y ai^e tcy KuM&Atr' '• 
themfelves moii folemnly addr^ed isi-.t&r f 
following words, ** b^imldy m%v is the^ 'jO^ - 
cepfed tim ; hdioldy fmv is tks. dmf i^f^faU- 
vation.** . . ' ^ •- 

Every man^ who believes^ thfe* gi^Ipelf " 
will acknowledge that we ^t d(^%ned: iam 
^ foture ftate of cxiftence^j enrery one • 
who reads it, witt percciive, that caar ' faw • 
Hire condition may be h;^y oit csifer^ 
ble^; and every one^ who unkderflaaKls it,* 
wS} admit, that fomethipg^lP to be idone* 
by us, in order to our lu^ai wdlnbdnK: • 
life the fcriptures be tertured ever fix 
much> ilill they will i|)eak this lingiuige*^ 
Whatever conclufion naay be xirswa fromr 
fingle texts,, torn fr.om their <)rigifial con^ 
Bexibn, and abfurdly combinted^ fSHj^ the 
united teftimony of diving/^velation is in? 
favour of moral virtue.^ Gonfultthc £i» 
«ed volume^ as. you.,wowld, hq^ tthpsi 

bfiok^ 



1)06k^ a»d ydu will titiavoidably ^rcchrcjj 
that Qodug a'lidoral'governour ; that his 
{)^ndrolence is ex^dfed with wifdom ; 
thal^ the: falvttticm of the gofpel is a falya- 
liofii as -.wigfl from the reigning power, as 
-tt»: penal confequences of fin ; and that 
«a:tain * duties muft be performed, aad 
certain; 'hafbit^ ifccquired, before there can 
bj5 -evsen a itapacity for future bappinefs* 
If thefe are fact chriftian trutbs, it is im- 
p^ffibk' to . determine what defaces the 
nanoke. We rafuft defpair of ever under- 
ibtuling the gofpel, if it be merely a hif- 
itory ®f bleffings purchafed by Jefus Chrift, 
withowt aoay mtimation of the qualifica-^ 
;tio9is itioceffaiy f6r the enjoyment of thofe 
bleffings;, or the terms, on which they 
iivouM be hereafter beftowed. 

We read, in the facred pages, not only 
'of , heaCHig, but doing 4:he will of our 
J^aAer:; 5i«re'.ifead/^ffeith, repentance, and 
a pacfev&ring efeurfe* of obedience ; and 
^wei find, in all parts of the infpired vol- 
^me^ the ifioft liberal promifes to them 
vrho ibrfeifle their 'fins, and fincerely en- 
deavour to 'keep "the commandments. 
Thefe. pa&ges mufthave fome meaning ; 
jindr wiat fo obvious -as that fuggefted 
abov£, nafiiiely, that we muft be morally 
good, before we can be fupremely happy ] 
i Confider 



tare> caiiQQtrbe fofennad/iii 7011%' asrto 
thrcabeq your tdeftruidioii., jiom xaock 
fs^r i$it to buUdi^twbwpftbomti^jiO'TfitK 
hiih to be Temovfd ?kJQknrLipttcii.i3Jufi0r as 
It to culUva(Oi .the <ctrth,» wnerp/t^eife ai'e 
U9 pcrMcioiif ^medbf tn; J}e ;ctdipatadl f 
How much ofisr tO! ip^ owiidvn <nai^ 
^ert of s^f *wt. 01^ fckncoii whose; thcce < is 
iiaihwgfra^QltifLy t(^;\ie ^Qtlklarxled^^^Tlltt 
ipay be your icsifes^biirifiu^ vrnph^S^ 
£wrt^yottr i^rqiMi^ces Aiiie^r^ yxm; .may.br 
ib ttWu;cuAoQflM to wicked 4[indioB9,:tii»ti 
Q«aipa»tiTdy: fppsdsMg^; k iinay i be verjr. 
<f»ry/or you to i^lopt a yirtacms mosk « 

£iyoi|i»bk!;fu0|x£tkiii4 rluvip iakea'it: 
for granted, that you have happily dbaqoMt 
the poQ^rtioiks^ Whfch.are in Jthe "WotkL 
But let. us 6:qfp(i&y.ihs^ l^avebccH/ 
Q«QaW«Jly dcuip aivay ihI .estii^ ^ 
we wiU, ixoi^e» ^kat fm ars 9at.flttii-i 
g|a%^ tho/^bUtes and vta^it^iikh dii& 
gnwe fcumaa nailiM ; DaH your jmovaryr 
to virtue will be ea% efieded, if you in- 
Simify 4XXDftder y4»r ways: you hsiei 

only fiqi^ped afide £rom the r%fat»ooucfiv- 
cfH^fyfo^tXy yon Quqr^iigxn^ find ifaefiath' 
withpr(if>er^tte]itififi.: a / . > ' ' 

Jott iKi9«nibcr tte ftoij^of ^herfm^^ 
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tla)r estciifies you will ofer £or dedSntng an 
immediaee »tteiitian to your everlafiing 
kitef efti ; but kt me iay, that ^^ mw is the 
ncceff^d tmt, mw the day of falnyaUon^^ 
Tbeee neimr cm be a inore favourable 
&afon for religtous knprovonents, than 
when the m^d is mod fufceptibk of fe» 
rious impnsffioQftf i^dieQ the ccmfcience 
n moft ttfider ; ^i?vhen the &nfe of &ame 
is noft adti've j and when there are the 
feweft impe(iiae&t» to remove mX)rder 
to lay the fouBdfttion of virtue* Iliefe 
<canipirliig drcuiuilances diftinguifli your 
period or life I audit; is for mis reafoa, 
we recommend the morning of your days 
08 tile accepted tiaie. 

But a fobjedr of ^h importance de* 
iS»*V6s a more particular difcuffion. Let 
me, then, obferve, in the Firfi place, that 
now is your time for the forming of good 
liabits, 4ecawi<fe it may be done with more 
cafe tha;a a% any future period. &npre£> 
£ons are eafil^ made on the young mind ; 
^sfbd, with prefer care, they may be retam<* 
ed. ^BefibAoa, «faeve aore not, in your cafe, 
mvefeerate prgudites to.be fubdued, or 
vicious habits to be overcome, before you^ 
<jan be brought to a fenfe . of religKm. 
Habits are the work of time ; confe* 
^uently thofe, wjuch ase of a ruinous na« 
B b ture^ 



tbrcaCeq your fd^rvbf^OQ-. tl3K ^imdi 
fajQiei: iaii: to l^uUd^wbcHPet thorn i^.Qojriib« 
Uib. te lie removed ?w jlmri ipucii m&sr » 
it to cultivato.Xhei^r«hi^ wh«?.)1^exfeal:ar 
so peraiciottf /^ffedsrMi; tief^exiliqpattsdi 
How much €^&&c tO! iDakeouarfdfvn ^nadt 
^r$ of s^y <%rt <n< fctenmiiwhoB^i tbccpiis 
i^otluqg ip^ eviQUfly ta^;lie.^imkanicdi vThis 
loay \k your .<:aife i^ ^jidWiixiii^ tncp h^fy 
fair^ your SHrqiMiK^ foj£^Wji jjcmMnaybr 
iR)'up^ccufi»iia^ to wicked jindioBy^ttlnti 
Gomparativdy. ippaSdogv k ipiay : be verjr. 
«ify (qi: you to Adopt a viFtuQ(i» orosfe d& 

Hitherto I have gDXK:^mitaa.^f ^<Bioft> 
£ivoijU!abk' fuip$ofitkK&.j( I' n^ve takenf^it^ 
for granted, tlut you have happily dmpeit 
the poSutioils,. '«44ch..are in ihe.r^rarkL 
But let us iii^ipofe, thati yen hijucbemi 
Qcc^cmilly dravm avray wmi eoti^^ 
we ^wiU iioagtpe^ iksA you mb Qatifiie«i-i 
gears. to the. fellies and tdtes^. vdiich di£>t 
g^rac^ husnaii nafioK $ i^ your w oay agy ? 
tp virtue will be eaiily ^k£ted, if you in- 
ftantly confider your ways : . you hstei 
only ftepped afid$ £nMn the ri^ooucfisv 
Cpo&^c^ntly you may /fooa find ifaepath- 
with proper jittentioii. ; . . ' 

Yott KCQMibcr tlie ftory^ thepvodBgal. 
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fen. IS thflt^oiy aehlbks a v*ry ittterdHu^j 
Ibene^ asidi affcH^ds a moft ufeful Idfibn. 
AifDUBg man requieftedyaml teceiv^d of 
an iadolgbitf ^awnt, the portion of ^oodsf^' 
which pfopcrly &U ^to him ;• witli thift 
htaCur^be took big journey to a far Cdun** 
try J remote from sr fether '6 eye, he foon 
forgQt tbeMrtuoQS teffons, whkh he had 
vecdved' from hisSps; The coiffequence 
was^ « that be 'formed infamous and erimu 
ii^ connexroiiA^ uitd difiipMed his fuW 
iksaia in dotofis Hi^ix^ y poverty brought 
Jum .to his feiifes ; and immediately, On 
Qomtngvto faimfelf, he d<A ^^nly refolved 
to return to his parent and his duty, but- 
aiShiaUy fi^acndimedcthe fceites ctf his guilt 
aiid:mifi:ry-f. he asofe: and' <^mee to hk 

. In. this fiory; the pokit before its ii^ 
beaiiti&ili)^ ilhifttsited./ I liave faid, that 
tjbt ycnrag'iiDiid.k/fufceptibleof deep im--^ 
pnfiiont ;; ami tfaoft perfons^jorko have not 
been loag^f^uniliw wich^^n, ta^- h6 eafiiy 
KeoY«8od; ; The& r^mat^csi are certainly 
-vmfied itk the caie of the prodigidi ; hk 
£[nrkirn conditkn hasr^vred up ms foul ; 
sgsd his yirtuou& refohitkms^ were* no foon^ 
er formed., than cKeouted. This^ ihows 
how attentive young peribnd ifaould be (x» 
eliierj admotiitipB o^xmi^^ tfaejnoi^ 

V . . ment 
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tkejprqper^timeto'rdbrfii:; ^ei^O^r.wi^i 
ptfoS comBAemn it^td thi9>i9ie^«rr'^b^ 

iiow k tliecbjr o£i&hiatioot!fr^^ l .r.; P;. 

' Billy • SH0tdiy :■ tktt J thetlbifilii' ^jfigf4$%, 

is the dole mift' fi^fcnixHtde) ^ T^fg/9^ 

their duty ia> opiy lift^thciSitoobftU^ 
that ' th^^ ivtmt wlU )bf conte/ clbri^ 
Habits of vice wiUiteGQStWKib) iivw^^fiat^ 
li, iiAwa%.ipeakuig^ ta bc^ »c0r«tgij}le.. 
«" Can Che Ithiopiiii^ ia^v the.^ropb^ 
ehtngeiykikiB^iCHr^the leoparo l^lvfRt;9i| 

juft t haUt iiBifedbiiittiftiifea' it|wi]p|^ 
Ih^ile^ fenfiUb }thc9^' .ti^t bt o^^l^ 

«lid tiw moral poiren mlbl ^ 
lb inipMred, te.€D taidtk }ak^wmm^f&i 
<an impofflt^ thingi; . / ^tM ^vldcd-.i'^ 
At what^od^A &utex!}teMffiflN4i$|]^ 

<XfV^k\At/ftn%tML %i1i& toi^lf iSc«||& 
imve aflerled, rtfam tiofgr hilnffi 4»fi>5}iff^ 
tiian become^ fitedi tiy^ die ? itisti^^i^^ 



eafe^ itie&v trim to^iiat penodr I^kveili^cd 
in a cburfe of ixn^ om^eapefb cotlbing jbutt 
cettain^i'ditian* This opanioia haa not 
been ta|)rtdkmfly advaDcedv but isr ^foiisd*^ 
ed on a careful eoianliiiatio]!; of .'human, 
nature, - st^^a i^ft:aitreiit|aii to matters 
•f faft. ^ i woflold hope^ binvmrery that'tlusi 
fpacc for tepcTivanae^ am} : refbrmation i» 
not' confined to >&ieh bomds y, but# the 
pofflbiikf tteititln^.i re{U9e&ntation:> ol 
things^ my be inie, fboidd/diifpofc u9.aU 
to &riOtt8' con&d&tditibjL^ .at* , 

This iAcertsin^ :that aftw a iUimber oC 
ygai^i hits plifed in £nf it ii l^;hly un-^ 
probable, that a reformation fiiould, take 
^kce ; fuchi inftaiuseat »e/a6t z&nmMibpd 
by the age iri which we Hvc ^ • wcdo not 
findmdn fuddea)ff(skiafc6i their *evil ptftC;- 
fioes, ^nd betak& ^kamSAva to a.coi^^ 
of virtue c fo fkr 'fpom it, ihe . child:r4n .«f 
difobddi^hce iMix icrctti^feiand wosfe, d^ 
•ceiviilg and beinig deoeiVed* Aoeordii^ 
to the time fpent in. doing ti^ong» they 
l^ome 0afy in ibck ai couoe > stnd is- it 
probable, that when the* coGimands of 
'God have toib their aud^ority^ confcience 
iisf &nfihmtyy and jhamc its influc^nce, old 
habits wSl bdovercdoie, tod rtew ones 
formed f It is irrational, tQ the iafl 4«- 
^eC) to eiitettaia ittch a thoug^tt. 
» . Bb 2 Once 



Once Toott ; the panicular aid^.ml|}t& 
young perfons have reaibn. to eiq>e&5 ap^J 
the extraordinai^y progreis^ whac]i thfff, 
mxf probably make ia th^.cp^j;i^^^[lifi^: 
is a further propf that xh^iiO^rniBii; odC^ 
their days is the accepted tiAie^aadthe* 
day of f;dvation. God wiyu un<iQfib(€^^ • 
affift thofe, who fincereiy.e^eayo)H'-7't9r 
kno\^ him betimes^ and ta begins cpifr&^ 
of duty 2i fopn as they are able ta di£|eF9 
wh^t their duty is. The cafe ^alp^r^ir^ 
itfelf } youthful piety h moft. amiable in • 
the eyes of God ; and if fo> he will aiur^.^ 
cdly give every encouragemei^t. HC) t$KKfe>^ 
whole ambition it is, as ih^ .^w uii^. 
years^ ta grow iii favour both with God / 
and man, , \ . / : ^ . ' 

And what muft be their ii|<»-a) a{:tafifi« r 
ments^ ihould they arrive at ^d. ^^^ . 
What habits muft they aotjij^ir^i ^IijIB^;. 
virtues muft they poi£^ I . Wftj^; wl»t 
excellencies Kiuft they be adariii$4 ? . fiv^> 
religious view, how mutt thjey ihinf I \ 
What 4 foundation mufl: they/hav«r bu^r 
for the fervices and entert»nmenis^ ih/t, t 
glories and delights of the heave^Jy.: 
world I It is plain, by an early attentidp. ^ 
to rdigiori, they have become qualified [ 
for its future joys ; and not only f^ n 
but for thofe joys ux their high^ft4^e^ j 

• " Many 
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• ' IMfefiy -otheSf argumerits might be offered. 
ill fiippott of the point before us ; but . 
your (wrrr refteftlons will fuperfede. the 
zkedddity, oh my part, of bdng more par* 
tkuUn • You -fflufb be fenfible, that, 'fo ; 
fiter ad religion- is concerned, your, period 
€>f life 1i2vs adtrantag^ over all others : 
yotir work thdy be begun and pro&cuted . 
with comparative' eafe 5 you may Hop? , 
fdr iat^e cojrimtinications of aid from 
abd^e^ arid vou* have ^he profpeft of 
fopeiwuf attainments, arid ^ fupeftour . 
feward. On the other hand, fhould yo^ ! 
ne^leiSi die carfy part df Hfe, you have 
rerfott tc^ apj)iiehettd the worft confequen- 
<eg. ^ Setting out wrong at firft, you muft 
be convinced, that, every ftep will carry 
you farther from yoxir duty, and every , 
moment, Hi(rhi)ft it 1$ delayed/ iilcreafe.tl^. 
dJfficufty of ycmt return. 

Apprised t)f thefbthinW, rcmemT}er the . 
Oefcltor, and rfeverencfehu Authority, now . 
wt tht days of'yotr youth 'j give him 
yAttr }kMtSj bdbre any' other' objeS has 
taltto theiJr poffefflon *; 1)ehbld, now is the 
time to lay a fiire fouhdation for honour, 
peace, and utdialnefs in the world j now 
is the titoe to cultivate ^6d. principles,, 
and to actjufre good habits* j how is the 

time' to ftwe your minds with reli^ous 

Jtruths, 



to fiibjed yourfelves to the gdf^dll 
a«d to coaform to the brigfat. example of . 
kfi Author i aow i& the time to make 
that choice, obA to. purfue that courfe^ 
whkh muft termiaatc in joy unfpeakable 
apd fuUof glory : .if you lefe this oppor- * 
tuaity^ another may not offer. Vain and 
moft prefumptuQua is it to hYr ^ future 
period wiU be Bxore convenient. Are. 
you fure o£ arriving at that peiiod ? Have ^ 
you a. year, a day.,, or evea an hour at 
yi&k^* Sipoval I Yjo:a know not what' a; 
aionofent. will .bring fi>rth ; ,. nothing can', 
be more uncertain^ than the. period of 
your-p»>b^Qa>} .fe jnany dangers befell 
Wi.'and to & ma^y apddpnt3 arc we e3^«>; 
ppfed» tliar wc\ nuy wett iay> *^ man^ 
^irawathaxot his time.^ ,; . . V 

. :Beware then of deUyii\g that . whidr 
muft be doiie, before you cap be happy f: 
truft not to a more .convenient fcafon/ 
If you hav^ hitherto aJEied an inconfidear- 
aitepait^ now is. the time to corceft you)* 
£iul^S| and prevent the conieqyeoces. ^ 
you have been irreverent in youf conyerl 
fittion^ and licentious in your behaviour^ 
j3iow is the time to check (q . degrading a 
propenfity... H you h^vc been feduqea 
anto« the paths of forbidden pleaiure, fioi^ 
f& the time, to turn from UMtip.ind ro- 

gaio. 



Kaln tihe path of fober virtue. Bo'yoa 
^ntempkte a reforniation of maimers ? 
Now is the time to begin the important 
^R^brk. Do yoti ferioufly intend to make 
a profeffion of rdigion ? Make that prow 
feffion now. Wnat our Savioinr once ' 
£ud to Judas on another occafion, I would 
iay to you, — " what thou doeft, 'dd 
quiddy.** There is no time to be loft ; 
t&e whole period of hinnan life is but » 
tale that is told. In what terms, then:, 
ihall we defcribe that period, in whkli^ 
we may fow the feeds of rirtue, and form 
thofe iuibits, which conftitute the life of 
Cod in, the foul. 

,There is every reaefon -for an hmnedi* 
^e attention to our etemid interefts^ "We 
aore exhorted, wc ^e conjured, to codn 
filler thp things which belong to imt 
jpeace, b'^efore tney are hidden irom our 
eyes. The tender merdes: of God, the 
dying love of our Redeemer, the precious 
promifes, and awful threatcnfetgs of the 
ipfpel, the joys of lieavien, and the hos^ 
TOurs of the infernal world, are all fet 
before us a» inducements to forfike our 
fins, and to live reafonabJe creatures* 
3L.ct not thef^ confideraiion^s be overlook* 
^d ; they merit our attention j the 
;^ouogj>in^ particular; fhould give carneft 

heed 



beed to thefe arguments in favour tff 
pra6Hcal religion ^ and ^very man, who 
retains a moral i^culty;, ihould be con«- 
vmoed by them of the abfolnte neceiSty 
of doing, without delay^ what his hands 
find to do*^ 

Would to God it were poffible to real- 
ize the vahie of the prefent moment ! 
Would to God we had a juft idea of the 
deceitfulnefs of fin ! Oh that we could 
afcend to heaven, and he witnefles of the 
exquifite felicity of the righteous ! Oh 
that we- could penetrate the blacknels of. 
darkneis, and be ^)eftators of the fhame- 
and mifery of the ungodlf b Oh that 
could trace things to their coiife 
and fee]iMrniiifraHy;^«id^<^ nedefian- 
ily, our prefent condfad! siiuft. determine 
our future con<&ion ! Gbiyfad we con- 
template our aSioas in^..^!^ their conneis-- 
ions, we ihould moft aiTuredly make hafte,. 
and delay not to keep the commandments^ 
^ I l0ve them, who love me, and thofe^ 
who feek me early fiiall find me,'* are 
words which ought to make a lafiing 
impreffion en our minds y could we fed 
the whole force of this affurance, reUgion 
would never want friends^ among young 
perfons ; youthful folly, vanity, and di£ 
tipation would be unknown j .1^ thf^ 

• ^ riiing^ 
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Tifing gehferition would be an ornamentr 
to humair i^atute ; and growing in years, 
wonld grow in favour with God and 
«inan« , Ameiu 
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